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INTRODUCTION

(U) This study assesses the espionage and subversive
threat posed by Soviet and other hostile intelligence services
to the USAF and to U.S. security interests in Italy. The Soviet
Union retains & substantial interest in the role of the U.S.
Air Force and other NATC military forces in this strategic part
of southern Eurcpe on the Mediterranean and is aware of the
interlocking nature of i.S. defense commitments. PRecent inter-
national developments with respect to the Middle East and new
importance placed on this area's 011 resources give added sig-
nitizance to ciandestine activity of the Soviet Intelligence
Services (SIS) in italy.

“ne let+inz 4}

{iY Ttaly, composed of 2 Tong peninsuiar mainltand. two
major isiands, anc numerous minor ones, almost bisects the Medi-
~erranean Sea. [*s position on the main rcutes between turope,
Africa and %he Near Zas* nas qiven it political, economic and
scrategic importance. With an area of 116,203 square miles, it
is “ne third iargest country in Western Europe. The nation nras
a sopulation of 355,007.000. larger than that of any of the coun-
-ries with which 1% snares a common boundary. [t is mostly

rugaec and mountainous. Tne ciimate s gJenerally mild.

Governmental Srocesses ‘i)

f11% Of the four major powers of Western tfurope, [taly per-
13ps nas nac the oriefest experience winth unified, representative,
democratic aovernmen:s. The rresent system of the government of
Ttaiy was establisned in 174A-31347 by an elected Constituent Assem-
51y. composed princioally of elder statesmen and elements of the
znti-Fascist resistance ‘orces. 7Two decades of free, democratic
aovernment have not ye: enanled parliamentary institutions to put
down deep roots in he Pepublic. The capacity to govern and to
effect reform continues to be conditioned by the fragility of its

gemocratic traditiors.

(U) The curre~t round of inflatisn, unemployment and strikes
has o crignled the zourtry that the :enter-left coalition of
Christian Democrats =nz Sociairsts. =~aced cv former Premier Mariano
Puanr, fell apart .n octoper (74 Gves wWhRal measures snouid be
taken to deal with the internal zrisi-. In fact, the domestic
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situation has degenerated to such & dedree tnatl many moderate
politicians fear Italy's economic woe:c cannot be solved with-
out the help of the ltalian Communist Party wnicn won 27¢ of
the vote in the last election.

The Italian Communist Partv (U)

() The Italian Cemmunist Party (PCI) is the largest, most
dynamic, and most influential of the Communist parties in Western
Europe. Led largely by intellectuals, 1t is well organized,
strongly disciplined and skilled in reaching the Italian voter.
The PCI is Italy's second largest political party taking a back-
seat to the Christian Democratic Party which has been the
dominant party in all governments since 1946. It must be noted
that Italian Communists are nct & smali fringe minority, as may
be the case in most Western democracies, but a highly visibie
force in contemporary Italian society. In fact, the PCI has
evolved from a post-war, potenticlly dangerous, insurrectionary
party to a professedly respectable oppositicn-type, moderate
party.

(U) The party has been determined in its opposition to the
U.S. and to Italy's NATO affiliation. Relations with Moscow are a
constant consideration in the party's colicy positions as well
as in its top personnel choices. While one of the most independ-
ent of major Communist parties i~ the free world, it is never-
theless strongly influenced by tne {ommunist barty of the Soviet
Union {CPSU}.
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IDENTIFICATION OF USAF INSTALLATION LOCATIONS IN ITALY

OL A, 2187th Communications Squadron, Codogne, Italy
Aviano Air Base

0L B, 2187th Communications Squadron, Oderzo

OL F, 2187th Communications Squadron, Portogruaro

OL D, 2187th Communicaticns Squadron, Cecgia

oL J, 2187th Communications Sauadron, Mt. Venda

QL C, 2187th Communications Sauadron, Conselve

Det 9, 1141st Special Activity Squadron, Vicenza

0L G, 2187th Communications Squadron, Longare

OL I, 2187th Communicaticns Sauadron, Mt. Calvarina
OL K, 2187th Communications Squadron, Mt. Corna

OL £, 2187th Cormunications Squadron, Ghedi

QL 4AA, USAF Postal and Courier Service, Milan

OL L, 2187th Communications Squadron, Mt. Paganella
OL N, 2187th Communications Squadron, Mt. Cima Gallina
OL H, 2187th Communications Squadron, Bressancne
7401st Munitions Support Sguadron, Rimini

OL M, 2187th Communicaticns Saquadron, Mt. Climone
7235th Ammunition Supply Squadron/Det 2, 40th TAC Group, Camp Darby
U.S. Embassy, LL 512 USAF European Postal & Courier Service

QL R, 2187th Communications Saquadron, Det 3, 1141st Special Activity
Squadron, 7260th Support Sauadron L.P.D.0., Rome

Det ¢¥, <id7th Communications Squadron, Mt. Vergine

San Vito dei Normanni Air Station, Brindisi

Det 27, 2187th Cormunications Squadron, Martina-Franca

Det 26, 2187th Communications Sauadron, Mt. Nardello (Reggio-Calabria)
Det 25, 2187th Communications Squaaron, Mt. Limbara (Sardinia)
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(Key to Map on Page 10)
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LGCATION OF USAF
INSTALLATIONS

(Figure 2)

ZONAL BOUNDARIES AND

- PP RESTRICTIONS ON COMMUNIST TRAVEL: ,
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