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June 15, 1943

NOTE BY TIE EXECUTIVE SECRKRETARY
to the

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

‘At its 12th meeting the Netionel Securily Council re-

ferred HNSC 10 beck to the KSC Stzff for the propsraticn of a
substitute report reflecting the discussion at thet meeting,

Pursuant to the sbcve ection, the enclosed areflt
Netionsl Security Council Dirsctive, prepered by the ISC Staeff
as & substitute for KSC 10, is submitted for consideretion by
the Netionsl Securitly Council at its 13th meeting to e held
on Thursday, June 17, 1948.

SIDNEY W, SOUERS
Executive Szacretery

Distritution: )
The Secretery of State
The Secretary of Defense
The Secretary of ths Army
Th2 Secretary of the hLovy
The Secretary of the Air Force
The Chairman, Mstionel Security
Resources Board
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PROFPCELED NATICUAL SECURITY CQUNCIL DILRECTIVE

1. The Kgtional fecurity Council, tsking cognizerce of the
viclous covert activities of the USSR, 1ts setellite countrics end
Communist grours to discredit end dafest.the eims and activities c.
the United Staties and other Vestern pciers, hes detevmined that, i
the interests of worla peace and US naticnal security, the overt
forelgn activities of the US Gevernment must be supplerznted by

covert opzretions,

2., The Central Intelligence Agency 1is cherged by the Kation-

[

al Security Council with ccnducting espicnage end counter-espionag,

opzretions abtroad. It therefeore seems deslreble, for operationzal
P~ = VN R R SRy
not to create a new sgency for{covert operations,jbut in

regsons,

time of peece to place the responcsirility for them within the

structure of the Central Intelligence Agency and correlate them

with espionsge end counter-espionage operetions under the oversll

control of the Director of (Central Intelligence,
3. Therefore, under the asuthority of Section 102(d)(5) of

the National Security Act of 19&7, the Netional Security Council

hereby directs tnat in tiwe of peeace

A new office or' Special PPOJLth shall be crested

a,.

vithin th2 Central Int lligorce Agcncy, and under the policy
guidance of an Operations Advisory Commlttee to be esteblishes

shell plen and conduct covert operetions; and in coordinsction

with the Joint Chiefls of Staff shall plsn end prepere for the

rnondnert Aaf enerh aoncretions in warvtirna.
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b. A bighly guaiifled p2Yson, nominated by the Sacre-

tery of Stuete, saccentavle to ¢ha Dirccter of Central Intelll-

gence and approved by the Neticnal Security Council, shall be
appointed &s Cihlef of the Office of Spescial Projects,
¢. The Chief of the Office of Specizl Projects shsall
rerort directly to th2e Director of Centrel Intelligence, For
purposes of security and of flexibility of operations, and to
ffice of

N

the meximum degree consistent with efficiency, the C
€ othz21 compen-

Spzcial Projects shall opsrete indepaniently of
ents of Central Intelligence fLgency.

d. There siiall be established an Cpereticns

tive ¢of the Secretary of
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Ccomrlttee composed of one represen
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Stete and one representeative of th

e5 necessary by their respective Secretarles, The functions -

of this Coruitiee sihiall be:

(1) To furnish authovitetive policy gu

covert opsrations to the Director of Cent
/

Ve

(2) To assist in the prepsration of all plans for

\—”"_______'/" T e e
such opsrations, - In disezreemanis ar sing tetween the

rel Iitelligence.

Director of Centrzl Intelligence and & mzmbar of the

Operations Advisory Committee over such plans, the metter

shall be referrad to the liaticonal Séecurity Council for

decision.
e. 'The Director of Central Intclligence shall be re-

sponsible for:
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(1) Ensuring through the Oocrﬁaions Advisory Com-

-

mititce that covert operations are plenncd and conductad

in & menner consistent with US foreicn end military poid
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cies and with overt ectivities, end thet plens for vartiuz
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covert operaticns are &lso arawn up with the assistanc

the Jcint Chicfs of Steff gni are
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(2) Informing, through &pr:
cies of thz US Governmsnt, both &t homs &nd ebroad (in-

cluding dinleratic end militery rarresen

¢

arec), of such operations as will affcct them,

r. Covert cperstions perteining to eccnomic vwarfar
- Ty p— B I
will Ve conducted by the O0ffice cf Spzciel Projects unier ths
- S
guidancs of the deopartaonts erd egzncies resnonsible fer the
plenning of cconocmic warfarev/

o, Suppleizental funde for the cohduct of
o

operations for flsc

2d,

v
fncluied in
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1sca3l yeer 1949 shall be jwmmedieately T
£

Thoreafter opera

Couvcrt oparoations, in tizz of war or Zmergency ¥
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cladsz any covert astivitiza relzi=d To: prepuzanis; 2CONOINC War-

fere; preventive dircct ection, including

dewroriticn =nd evecuztion

stetes, including essistance to underground resisicnce

guerriiles end refugee libereatlons
nocus 3v omrunist elewesnis in threcatened countrizs of ths2 free

vorld. Such operations shell not include srmad conflict by »ecog-

nized milit vy forcesd, esplonsge, wowisr-copioncge, end cover and

cept101 fOP military operations. _
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6. s Directive supersedes the dirzctive conteined in

IIsC -4, which is herely cancelled,

nsSC 10/1
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5. As used in this directive, "covert operations" are under-
stood to be activities (except as noted herein) which are con-
ducted or sponsored by this Government against hostile foreign
states or groups or in support of friendly foreign states or groups
but which are so planned and executed that any US Government re-
sponsibility for them is not evident to unauthorized persons and
that if uncovered the US Government can plausibly disclaim any
respcnsibility for them. Specifically, such operations shall in-
clude any covert activities related to: propaganda; economic war-
fare; preventive direct action, including sabotage, anti-sabotage,
demolition and evacuation measures:; subversion against hostile
states, including assistance to underground resistance movements,
guerillas and refugee liberations groups, and support of indige-
neous anti-communist elements in threatened counpries of the free
world. Such operaticns shall not include armed conflict by recog-
nized military forces, espionage, counterespionage, and cover and

deception for military operations.

6. This Directive supercedes the directive contained in

NSC 4-A, which is hereby cancelled.



