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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE C : ' " AG
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1977 ' - 202-739- 2028

The FBI conducte& a thorough iﬁvestigation of the
assassination of Dr. {aftin Luther King, Jr., a Department
of Justice task force concluded in a reporu released today by
Attorney General Griffin B. Bell.

The 149-page report was submitted by the tésk'force
of the Office of Professional Responsibility following an
eight-month intensive review of FBI files and intervieW'of
witnesses. The purpose of the study was to examine FBI
activities invelving Dr. Xing and to evaluate the effectiveness
of thé assassination investigatiom.

The report concluded that the FBI had conducted a - .
painstaking and successful investigation of the 1968
assassination in Memphis, Tennessee. |

The task force also found no evidence of FBI

a

complicity in the murder.

'The only new evidence that was developed related to
details that did not affect the uitimate conclusion that James
Earl Ray was the properly convicted murderer.
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The task fdfce of five attorneys and two researéh
analjsts_reviewed more fhan ZO0,0MJdocﬁments from FBI
Heédquarters and'Field Office files and interviewed some 40
witnesses in its study of the King case.

On April 26, 1976, then Attorney General Edward H.
Levi directed the dffice of Professional Responsibility, headed
by Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., to revicw Department files to
determine:

(1) Whether the FBI iﬁvestigation of Dr. King's
murder on April 4, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessece, was thorough
andvhonest;

(2) Whether thére was any evidence of FBI
involvement in Dr. King's death;

(3) Whether any new evidence had come to the
attention oﬁ the Department bearing on the assassination which
should be dealt with by the proper authorities; and

(4) Whether the relationship between the’FBI and
Dr..King called for criminal prosecution, disciplinary
proceedings, or other appropriate action. i

After reviewing the murder invesgigation, the task
force turned to the pre-assassination security investigation ot
Dr. King. The task force found that there may have been an
arguable basis for the FBI to initiate a security investigation
on Dr. King, but continued that the security investigation should

have been ended in 1963 and not continued until his death f1ive

years later.
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The FBI's COINTELPRO-type harassment of Dr. King and
efforts to drive him out of the civil rights movement were found
to have been clearly improper.

Mr. Shaheen's report concluded that any criminal
action against FBI participants in the harassment campaign was
barred by the statute of limitations. The task force
recomnended no disciplinary action because the chief FBI
officials responsible for the harassment are dead or retired.

The task force submitted recommendations for tighter
supervision of the FBI's doﬁestic intelligence activities and
endorsed the Department's new guidelines in this area. The
task force also proposed outright prohlbltlon of COINTELPRO- type

activities against domestic intelligence subjects.

NOI-1977-02
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REPORT CF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
TASK FORCE TO REVIEW THE FBI MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

SECURITY ~AND ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATICNS

\} ’ flLﬁu_g_:’-EEl'a.,IY 11, 1977
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A. The Mission Of The Task Force'

1. The Problem

~ On November 1, 1975, William C. Sulliven, former

.Assistant Director, Domestic Intelligence Division,

Federal Bureau of mvestigation:,. testified before the
Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations
with Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that
from late 1963 and continuing wntil the assdssination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., King was the target of an
intensive campaign by the F.B.I. ‘to neutralize him as an
effective civil rights leader. Sullivan stated that in
the wa.r against King '"No holds were barred." (Senate
Report No. 94-755, Final Report of the Select Committee

to St:udy Governmental Operations with Respect to

Intelllgence Act1v1t1es Book II, p. 11). This and other
testimony descr:l.blng this F.B.I. counterintelligence
campaign agaJ.nst ng reached the public through the

news media. As g consequence there was a regeneration of
the widespread speculation on the possibility that the
Bureau mayb have had some responsibility in Dr. King's
death and may not have_ done an impartial and thorough

inizestigation of the assassination.

. HW 55509
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2. The Attornev CGeneral's Dirsctrive

On November 24, 1975, the Attorney General of the
United States directed the Civil Rights Division of the
Department of Justice to wndertzke a review of the files
of the Department and its Federal Bureau of Investigation
to determine whether the investigation of the assassinaticn
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should be reopened. More
particularly it was sought to be determined: (1) whether
any action takeﬁ in relation to Dr. 'Kirig by the FBI befcre

the assassination had, or may have Had, an effect, direct

. or indirect, on that event, and (2) whether any action was

taken by the FBI which had, or may have had, any octher
adverse effect on Dr. King. Recommendations for criminal,

disciplinary or other appropriate action were requested.

3. The Review wp to April 26, 1976

In the next four months, the Assistant Attorney
General in charge of the Civil Rights Division, his
principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General and the
Chief of the Criminal Sectior; of the Civil kights
Divi§ion, acting as a review staff, variously read portions

of the FBI headquarters file cn a person

HW 55509 DocId:32199528 Page 11
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who served as an adviser to Dr. King, portions of the FBI
headquarters security file on Dr. King himself, portions
of the FBI headquartefs file on the assassination investi-
gation, some Department (as opposed to FBI) files relating
to Dr. King, and other Bureau documents including everything
on Martin Luther King, Jr., held in the late J. Edgar Hoover's
official, confidential and personal files.

By a nmnranchm to the Attorney General dated April
9, 1976, the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the
Civil Rights Division submitted a 51 page report: of the
Chief of the Civil Rights Division's Criminal Section dated
March 31, 1976, embodying the results of the three-man study,
limited to the above listed files, and concentrating almost
exclusively on the pre-assassination surveillance of, and
counterintelligence activities against, Dr. King.

The Assistant Attorney General recommended the

' creation of a Departmental Task Force to camplete the

review he and his team had begun. He also recommended an
Advisory Commilttee of distinguished citizens to advise with
the task force. The further review proposed included inter-
rbgation of material witnesses, reading all the pertinent
field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters
files relating to Dr King and possibly to other civil rights

activists. A recommendation was made to review tapes secured

DocId:32199528 Page 12
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by electronic surveillance with a view to determining
which of such materials should be and could be legally
destroyed. The Assistant Attorney General felt that
the FBI should assess the culpabii-_it;y of its agents
involved in the wrongdoing by the principals named in
the report. . His memorandum to the Attorney General
concluded that probably criminal redress was time-
barred, that civil remedies might be available to

the King family but might also be more embarrassing
than helpful, and hence that consideration be given
to a direct payment by the settlement process or by
a private bill to compensate the King survivors, or
with the swvivors' concurrence, the King Foundation;
if this last issue were left to the task force or an
Advisory Commission, it should consider the pros and
cons and recommend as it sees fit.

The Attorney General forwarded the Civil Rights
Division memoranda .(and comments thereon fram the Deputy
Attorney General, the Solicitor General, and fram staff
members and the Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal
Division) to the Counsel, Office of Professional Respon-
sibility. The Attorney General charged the Office of
Professional Responsibility with the work of completing
the review begun by the Civil Rights Division. His memo-

randum states:

. HW 55509 DocId:321992528 Page 13
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- "My request for the review
involved four matters. First, whether -
the FBI investigation of the Dr. Martin
Luther King's assassination was thorough

- and honest; second, whether there was

any evidence that the FBI was involwved

in the assassination of Dr. King; third,
in light of the first two questions,
whether there is any new evidence which
has come to the attention of the Depart-
ment concerning the assassination of Dr.
King which should be dealt with by the
appropriate authorities; fourth, whether
the nature of the relationship between
the Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminsl
prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or

other appropriate action.

As the fourth point, I again note
that from the partial review which has
been made, Mr. Pottinger concludes 'we
have found that the FBI undertook a system-
atic program of harassment of Martin Luther
King, by means both legal and illegal, in
order to discredit him and harm both him
and the movement he led.' Assuming that
the major statutory violations relevant
to this conduct would be 18 U.S.C. Section
241 and Section 242, Mr. Pottinger's memo-
randum concludes that any prosecution con-
templated under those acts would now be
barred by the five-year statute of limita-
tions with the possible exception which
would exist if there were proof of a con-
tinuing conspiracy.

As to the matter of new evidence
with respect to the assassination my under-
standing is that the Department has never
closed the Martin Luther King file and
that numerous allegations of the possible
involvement of co-conspirators are promptly
investigated. The thrust of the review which
I requested, however, was to determine
whether a new lock at what was done by the
Bureau in investigating the assassination
or in the relationship between the Bureau

. HW 55509 DocId:32192528 Page' 14
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and Dr. King might give a different
emphasis or new clues in any way to
the question of inwlvement in that
crime. At this point in the review,
as I read the memoranda, nothing has
turned wp relevant on this latter
point.

The review is nct complete.

- Mr. Pottinger and all those who have
comented upon his memorandum recommend
that the review be campleted. Mr.
Pottinger also has made other recommen-
dations upon which there is some differ-
ence of opinion. In my view, it is
essential that the review be coamleted
as soon as possible and in as thorough
a mamer as is required to answer the
basic questions. In view of what has
already been done, and the tentative
conclusions reached, special emphasis
should be given to the fourth question.
In conducting this review you should
call uwpon the Department to furnish
to you the staff you need.

My conclusion as to the review
conducted by the Civil Rights Division
is that it has now shown that this
camplete review is necessary, particu-
larly in view of the conclusion as to-
the systematic program of harassment.
If your review turns up matters for
specific action, we should discuss the
best way to proceed on each such case."

B. The Task Force And The Method Of Review

The Counsel of the Office of Professimal‘ Responsi-

bility selected three attorneys from the Civil Rights Division,
Joseph F. Gross, Jr., James R, Kieckhefer and William D. White,

one attorney from the Criminal Section of the Tax Division,

{ H¥ 55502 DocId:32199528 Page 15
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James F. Walker, and a retired attorney Fred G. Folsom,
who is currently a consultant to the Tax Division with

37 years of experience in Civil Rights Division (which

‘included homocide cases), Criminal Division and Tax

Division prosecutions. °"As the sem.or man the latter

was designated to head the task force. This committee

or task force began its work on May 4, 1976. " The committee
was further staffed by the addition of two research analysts,
Ms. pre Byme and Mr. Gebffréy Covert, two secretaries,

Ms. Veronica Keith and Mrs. Renee Holmes, and two clerk-

‘typists, Mrs. Leroylyne foray and Ms. Dana Boyd.

Consideration of a tentative outline for an eventual
report based on the chronology of events in the relationship
between Dr. Martin Luther KJ.ng and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation brought the task force up against the fact
that the field of the history before the assassination had
just been plowed twice: once by the Civil Rights Division
memoranda of March 31, 1976, and April 9, 1976 and once
(among other kindred subjects) by the Senate Select Committee

- to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to Intelligence

Activities (Senate Report, No. 94-155 94th Congress, 2d
Session, Books II and III). .
By way of contrast, hoWever, thel maﬁter of the assas-

sination of Dr. King and the ensuing investigation had been

. HW 55509 DocId:32199528 Page 16
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judged by the Civil Rights Division's Assistant Attomey
General and his two assistants primarily on their faﬁli—
arity with the Department file on the investigation as it
had progressed since 1968. The Civil Rights Division's
Martin Luther King, Jr; , review memoranda refle;te_d that
a study had been made of only the first 10 sections of the
FBI headquarters file on the assassination investigation
and only a random irxépectim was done of some of the remain-
ing 74 sections. There was no factual discussion or analysis.
The conclusion was reached by the Civil Rights Division staff
that "the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive, thorough
and professional" (Muphy memorandum of March 31, 1976, p. 6).
It was determined therefore to begin the task force's study
with a complete review of the files on the FBI's investigation
of the assassination. It was the consensus of the review
team that by approaching the whole task by first examining
the character and campleteness of the mmrder investigation
an answer could be made to the Attorney General's question
as to the Bureau's performance in that regard and also an
answer céuld be indicated to his question going to the Bureau's
possible responsibility, 1if any, difect or indirect', for
Dr. King's death.

After the examination of the FBI's investigation of

the mmwder of Dr. King, the review team procéeded to go

HW 55509 DocId:32199528 Page 17
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back and complete the mcu..:y into the Pureau's pre-
assassmation relationship with ng \Iecessa.rlly
included aoam in this second stage of our review was
the consideration of whetner the FBI was in any way
imphcated in the murder directly or 1ncu.rectl)

The task force made a partlcuL.r point of loolfq_pg

- at all the material in- the FBI headquarters ancl field

office files on the Assassination Imvestigation, the so-

called "Mrkin File!" Qarkin _bei.ng; an aéronym for Mmder

of King) 1/; the Martin Luther King Security File 2/; the
C&ﬁ:xfil-SCIC File (Cominfil being an acronym for Commmist
infiltration; S.C.L.C., the initials for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference) 3/; the file on Commmist Influence

in Racial Matters 4/ and the advisor to King File 5/.

The "Mrokin" file was solely concerred with the LiEdér investi-

gation. The other four files provided a multi-focal view

1/ FBI HQ. 44-38861
2/ FBI HQ. 100106670

3/ -FBI HQ. 100-438794 o

4/ FBI HQ. 100-442529 and the predecessor file
“entitled Coomumnist Party, U.S.A. Negro QL.estJ.on
FBI HQ. 100-3-116

5/ FBI HQ. 100-392452

DocId:32199528 Page 18
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of the Bm'eau s mtelll.gence and comtermtelllgmce

activities w:Lth respect to Dr. Mart:m Luther ng Jr.

The scheme of c1tat1.on hereinafter used w:Lll be to

m:.m.m:.ze footnotes, place the source citation in the
body of the wr:.tmg, and deSLgnate headquarters files
by "HQ" and number and serial and F1e1d Offlce files

by city and number and serial, e.g.: (Memphis 44- 1987-

153). Exceptions to this scheme will be explained when
made.

The more voluminous of the pertinent files in
addition to the FBI heédciuarters files and the Washington
Field Office files weré located in Memphis, Atlenta, |

Baltimore, Charlotte',‘B‘irr’xﬁ.ngt'nam, New Orleans, Los Angeles,

San Francisco, Kansas City, St. I.ouis,’Ouﬁm, Chicago,
Springfield (I1l.), Milwaukee and New York. These were
examined in place by visits by task force persormel. The
remaining files were xeroxed and forwarded for review in
Washington. Pertinent newspaper clipping files maintained .
by the Department and by the Bureau and its field offices
were scarmed.‘

In terms of papers examined, more than 200,000
entries, many with mumerous pages concerning both the

mrder investigation and the security investigation were

- covered. The five attorneys sitting together originally

-10-
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and later, as the work progressed, splitting up to
work 51ngly or 1ﬁ teams together with the research
personnel, con51dered separate sections of each file
compiling notes, cammenting on, or reading aloud, or -

noting for reading by all of the cammittee, items of

" significance. Notes were taken, when pertinent items

were encountered, on a serial-by-serial basis ("serials"
being each separate document entry of one or more pages
in the file). The resulting books of notes were then
reviewed and used in conjunction with the original-source
serials for the development of the statements of fact
herein. In addition witness interviews were reflected
in contemporaneous memoranda which aided in the development
of the facts recited.

Selected portions of the so-called Official and
Confidential files which had been kept in the office of
the late J. Edgar Hoover, same sensitive files in the

office of a Section Chief in the FBI Security Division,

~and the files of former Assistant Director William

Sullivan were reviewed. So also were the pertinent
files of the Attorneys General. The task force attorneys
reviewed the transcripts of key intercepted telephone

and microphone overheard conversations of Dr. King

“and his associates. These were spot checked

-11-
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for accuracy against the tapes of those surveillances.

A canvass of other investigative agencies was‘&ade to
determine whether their files reflected that intelligence

or counterintelligence requests had been made upon them

by the FBI in relation to Dr. King -This included the
Defense Department, the State Department, the U.S.
Information Agency, the C.I.A., the Secret Service, the
Postal Inspection Service; the Internal Revenue Sefvice's
Intelligence Division‘and‘the Treasury Department's Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. The material turned wp
by these agencies was examined, albeit little of consequence
waéidiscovered. Relevant portions of the investigation reports
of the Memphis Police Departnént on the King mumrder were
xeroxed and studied.

In addition to official files, the task force persomnel
considered published material from the public sector dealing
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr , and his assassination.
Included in this category were a viewing of the Columbia
Broadcasting System 's program on the death of King in its series
""The Assassins,' a National Broadcasting Company '‘Tomorrow'
program of April 4, 1974, and perusal of books and articles
on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the role
of the FBI in relation to the murder of Dr. King (see
Bibliography, App. A, Ex. 6). This lead to some valuable

-12-
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evidentiary material - principally the oral and written
statements of James Earl Ray - which was used to buttress
the reconstruction of the ,facﬁs .of the mmrder and of the
FBI investigation. _

Some 30 interviews were conducted, principally in

the assassination phase of the task force study. They were

b helpful in supplementing the results of interviews done
during the mmder investlgatmn
During the review of the Menphls Field Office files,
an on-site inspection of the crime scene was conducted and
" the exhibits in the offic;;e of the Clerk of the Cownty Court

for Shelby County, Temmessee, were examined.

-13-
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II. THE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION

A. Events Surrounding April 4, 1968

1. The Poor People's Campaign

To understand the movements of Dr. ng during this
critical period, it is necessafj to briefly discuss the

Poor People's Campaign (POCAM), originally called the

Washington Spring Project in which he and the SCLC were imvolved.

POCAM was scheduled to begin the first wé_ek of April 1968,
and irvolved recruitingvscme 3,000 poor unemployed blacks
from 16 localities in the United States for the purpose of
going to Washington, D.C., and petitioning the goverrmment to-
improve their economic status (HQ 157-8428-51).

The plan was to camp on the Washington Monument or
Lincoln Memorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132). During the first
and second weeks, demands would be made of congressmen and
heads of departments, such as the Secretary of Labor. If the
demands were not met, nonviolent demonstrations were to be
conducted (HQ 157-8428-109).

| Dr. King's planned travel schedule for February and
March included trips to 9Amajor cities and visits to various
points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina
and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75). By mid February Dr. King had

become discouraged with the lack of progress in recruiting and

- 14 -
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training demonstrators (HQ 157-8428-206) . During this low
point in the POCAM Dr. King was pursuaded to alter his plans
and to go to Memphis, Termessee, in support of a strike involving
the city's sanitation workers.

2. Memphis Sanitation Worker's Strike

On Februafy 12, 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation
workers employed by the city of Memphis called a wildcat
strike. The strikers were represented by Local 1733 of the
fmerican Federation of State, County and Mmicipal Hmployees
who demanded exclusive recognition of the union as bargaining
agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage improvements,
payroll deduction of union dues, and a pramotion systeﬁ as well
as a pension, hospitalization and life insurance program.

(HQ 157-9146-X1). |

The NAACP intervened in the strike bgcause all of
the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were Elack. A
militant yoﬁng black power group known as the Invaders was
similarly interested in the strike. The group consisted of
about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts, and was a cell
of a larger group known as Black Organizing éower (BOP) headed
by Charles L. Cabbégé and Jotm B. Smith. The alleged purpose
of BOP was to stimuléte a sense of black identity, black pride

and black consciousness in young blacks.
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The strikers were also supported by a group of black

ministers, commected with the Memphis Interdenominational

Ministerial Alliance, who adopted the name COME (Commmity on

the Move for Equalit)f) . It was members of this group that
were instrumental in bringing Dr. King to Memphis. On March 3,
1968, the Reverend James M. Lawson, Jr., pastor of the |
Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, and member of OOME, stated
on a television program (WHBQ-TV) that he wanted to bring

Dr. King (and other heads of civil rights orgﬁzatim:) to
Memphis in an effort to unify the entire black commmity
behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-§146-X23). The
intervention of these various black commmity organizations
caused the cit:S7 of Memphis to be concerned about the racial
overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence

(HQ 157-9146-X1).

Dr. King made his first visit to Memphis in support
of the strike on the night of March 18, 1968. On that occasion,
in addressing an estimated crowd of 9,000 to 12,000 people at
a rally sponsored by COE at the Mason Temple, he called for
a general protest-day on March 22, 1968. All blacks were asked
not to go to work or school on that day and were m:ged to

participate in a massive downtown march. Dr. King and his

’party stayed at the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, on
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the night of March 18, 1968 and l_eft Msrrphls shortly 4before_
noon on March 19, 1968, ostensibly to go. to the State of
MlSSlSSlppl in connectlon with the POCAM (HQ 157- 9146-}89)

The Clty of Mempl*u.s was virtually paralyzed by a
16-inch snowfall on March 22, 1968, resulting in the post-
ponement of the plafmed mass march to March 28, 19,63. Dr. King
retwrned to-Memphis on the 28th, arriving at the airport at
approximately 10:22a.m. By .that time approximately 5,000 to
6,000 peopie, about half of whom were of school age, had
congregated at the Clayborn Temple (located at 280 Hernando St.)
fof the start of the march. According to the plan of the march,

the sanitation workers were in front with the remainder of the

people following behind. The march was to proceed north on

Hernando to Beale Sﬁreet, thence west on Beale Street to
Main Street and north on Main Street to City Hall. '

The march got underway at approximately 11:00a.m. and
had proceeded to_Hefnando and Beale before it was joined by
Dr. KJ.ng When the front of the march (led by Dr. King)
reached Main Street, teenagers and young adults at the rear
of the march near Third and Beale (two blocks from the front
of the march) ripped the signs off.their poles‘ and began
breaking store windows and looting. Mass cdnﬁ;sion developed

and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. The
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disruption of the march caused Dr ng s aldes to comandeer
an automobile, and Dr. King and hlS party were escorted by
police to the Rlvembnt Hotel operated by Holiday Imns of
America. (HQ 157-9146-45). Dr. King left the march at
11:15a.m. and checked into the Rivermont Ho.t'el at 11:24a.m.
where he stayed until March 29, 1968. Dr King and his party
were scheduled to return to Atlanta on March 28, 1968, at

9:05p.m. via Eastern Airlines and were scheduled to leave

‘Atlanta the morning of March 29, 1968, for Baltimore

(HQ 157-9146—45) Thus, remammg in Memphls on the nlght
of the 28th was a change in plans

The city ordered a 7:00p.m. curfew and approximately
3,500 members of the Termessee National Guard were called out
to end the violence. During the disturbance four blacks were
shot, one fatally; approximately 150 fires were set ; and over
300 persdns were arrested. Approximately one percent of the
marchers engaged in looting and violence and many of these ware

people who were criminally inclin'éd and who had been in previous

" trouble. The March 29, 1968, issue of the Memphis "Commercial

Appeal"' repbrt‘ed that many of the looters and window breakers
were black power advocates and that several wore jackets of
the "Invaders". However, other sources, including Lieutenant

E.H. Arkin of the Memphis Police Department, indicated that
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many high school age students had put the word "Invaders
their _]ackets for effect and were not necessarlly affiliated
with the BOP movement (HQ 157- 9146 45) The v:Lolence and
disruption of the march was ‘of great concern to Dr. King
‘because of the pdssible effect it nu'.gl"(xt have on the plarmed
POCAM. Therefore, he vowed to return to Memphis and
demonstrate that he had ndt lost his effectivén_ess in
leading nonv:.olent marches. - |

Dr. ng together with his SCLC staff, returned to
Memphls on Aprﬂ. 3, 1968 at 10:33a.m. After a press

conference at the alrport, the group proceedéd to the Lorraine
Motel, arriving there at approximétely 11:20a.m. At about
1'2:05p.m. Dr. King left the Lorraine Motel for a meeting at
the Centenary.Met}ndist Church (Security and Surveillance Rept.
of G. P Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police Department dated
July 17 1968). Dr. King armounced at thJ.s meeting that his
purpose in returning to Manph:.s was to lead a mass march on
April 8, 1968 (HQ 157-9146-9 p. 8) |

However, on April 3, 1968, United States Disttict
Court Judge Bailey Brown issued a temporary restraining order
against further marches in Menphis (HQ 157-9146-9, p.1).
Dr. King returned to the Lorraine Motel at 2:25p.m. and sometime

' that afternoon Federal Marshals served him and his aides with
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the restraining order. (Security and S@éillance Rept. of
G.P. Tines, Inspector, Memphis Police Department, dated
July 17, 1968). | o '

At appfoXimatély 4:00p.m. Dr. King and the SCLC staff
met with the BOP group at which time Charles Cabbage requested
money to institute BOP plans to start a ”I..iberaﬁion School"
and é '?lack Co-op'". Drl. King agreed to use his ihfiuénce
to secure funds for BOP and Rev. Andrew Yquné agreéa .t;o help
write up a plan. It is believed these concessions were rade
to BOP in order to -keep them in line aﬁd pr&enﬁ thém from
following a violent pattern. (HQ 157-9146-9, p.9)

~ On the night of April 3, 1968, Dr. King spoke to

- approximately 2,000 persons at the Mason Temple. He emphasized

that the scheduled mass march must be held on April 8, 1968,
to re-focus attention on the eight-week old sanitation workers
strike. - | |

After the speech, Solomon Jones ,’ Jr., servi_ng as
Dr. King's chauffeur drove him back to the Lorraine Motel.
Dr. King told Jones to report back on Thursday morning,
April 4, 1968, at 8:30a.m. because he had to appear in court
in connection with a restraining order. (Manphis 44-~1987-2322
p.51.) ‘ | |
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3. Dr. King's Activities on April 4, 1968 -

| According to Mrs. Georgié M. Dav13 of Louisville,
Kentucky (FBI interview: HQ File 44_-388614634, p.20) she,
Rev. A.D. Williams King, (Dr. King's brother) and Mrs. Lucie
Ward arrived in Marphis on April 4, 1968, from Florida and
fegistered at the Loi;raine Motel at approkfnately 1:QOa.m. |
Upon inquiring about Dr. Xing, they were told that he was
attending a strategy meeting at a church. The three then
went to the church, but Dr. King was not .tl?ere.l | ‘.

Return:mg to the motel, Dr. King's brothef,
Mcs. Davis and Mrs. Ward comversed in room .207‘ until they
obsérved Dr. King, along with Reverends Rélph AbernatHy
and Bernard Lee, gétting out of a taxicab in the motel |
courtyard at about 4:30a.m. Dr. King was invited to room 207
where he visited with his brother, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward
u:ﬁtil about 5:00a.m. He then went to room 306 where he and
Rev. Abernathy were reg:".ste;:ed.‘ About a half hour lafer
Dr. King went to room 201 where he visited w1th Mrs. Davis
for approxifnately one ’hour. Aftérwards he retwrned to room
306 for a strategy meeting scheduled for 8:00a.m.
Solomon Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, returned

to the Lorraine Motel at about 8:30a.m. to take him to court.
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However, Rev. Andrew Young advised Jones that he was going to
court instead of Dr. King. Therefore Jones was requested
to remain at the motel. (HQ 44—38861-2322; p.oL).

Dr. King remained at the motel the entire day,
returning to room 201 at about 1:30p.m. to visit Mrs. Davis.
He was later joihed in room 201 by his brother, fhrs. Ward,

Abernathy, lee, Young, and Attorney Chauncey Eskridge.

“The group conversed until about 5:45p.m. when Dr. King -

emmounced they were going to dimmer at the-home of

Rev. Billy Kyles (HQ 44-38861-2634, p.23). ¥ Enroute to
room 306 to dress, Dr. King saw Solomon Jones, Jr. in the
motel courtyard and told him to start the car as they were

preparing to go to dimmer (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52).

*/ There is a discrepancy in the exact time Dr. King returned
to room 305. Mrs. Davis places the time at 5:45p.m. However,

in an FBI interview, Rev. Abernathy stated that on April 4,

1968, he and Dr. King did not leave the motel and spent most

of the day in room 306. He further stated that he and Dr. King
had been gone' from their room for approximately one hour or
less when they returned to the room at about 5:30p.m. to get -
dressed for dimmer at the home of Rev. Billy Kyles. (HQ 44-38861-
2322, p.48). : '
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| At approximately 6:00p.m. Dr. King and Rev. Abernathy-
started to leave room 306. Rev. Aberriathy 'stopped for a
moment and Dr. King walked out onto thé‘balcony just outside
the door to the roam (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.46). He saw Jones
standing beside the car on the ground level and began a
conversation about the weather. Jones advised Dr. RJ.ng

that he should put on a topcoat as it was cool outside.

- During this conversation, Dr. King was facing west and Jones

was facing east and looking up at Dr. King from the ground

level. As Dr. King acknowledged Jones' concern about getting
his topcoat, Jonesv heard a sound which he thought was a fire
cracker and Dr. King fell to the floor of the balcory in front
of room 306. Jones iﬁmediately called for help and é rumber

of Dr. King's aides, who were either in their rooms or standing
in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). =/

*/ Some critics of the FBI investigation have speculated that
Solomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. King up for the assassination by
unduly detaining him on the balcony. Nothing in the evidence
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation.
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4. FBI Intelligence and lLocal Police Activities

a. FBI Informants. Robert G. Jensen, the Special

Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field Office, and Joseph
Hester, case agent for MURKIN, haQe unequivocalily assured
the task force that there was no electronic surveillance of
Dr. King in Memphis. If was explained that Memphis was not in
the mainstream of Dr. King's SCIC activities (Interview
of Special Agent Joe Hester, June 23, 1976, App.B).
However, fBI agents did observe'the sanitétion worker's
strike activities for intelligence purposes and the Menmphis
Police Department (MPD) and confidential paid informants did
supply. information to the field'office,(Inﬁerview of former
SAC Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App.B). |

- Our investigation disclosed that there were five paid
confidential informants providing intelligencé regarding the
racial situation to the Memphis Field Office on a continuing
basis. The intelligenqe coverage provided by these individuals
related to the acﬁivities of the Nation of Islém, Biack Students
Association of MSU, Students for a Democratic Society, Black |
Organizing Power, Black United Front, Afro-American Brother-

hood, Invaders and the sanitation workers strike. There is
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no evidénce that the activities of these informants related .
directly to Dr. King. Moreover, there is .no evidence |
that would suggest that these informants were cormected in
any way with the assassination of Dr. ng ‘(HQ 134-11867;
170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.)

b. MPD Infiltration of the Invaders. In addition

to the paid FBI informants, an officer of the MPD infiltrated
the Invaders in an undercover operation. The officer who was
later exposed and is no longer with the MPb, was interviewed
by the task force. The undercover‘ assigrment began in
February of 1968 for the‘specifi‘c purpose of infiltrating

the Invaders who became active about the same tl‘.mé of the
sanitation workers strike. According to ‘the officer the

MPD was primarily interested in the Invaders, not Dr. King,
because the MPD was concerned about what they might do.v The
police officer wés, in fact, accept_ed as a member of the
Invaders and participated in their activities. On the
evening of April 4, 1968, when Dr. King was shot, the informant
had been on a shopping trip with Reverend James Bevel and
Reverend James Orange. The informant said he returned

to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 5:00p.m. and was
standing in the motel courtyard at the time Dr. King was

shot. He is positive that the shot that kiiled Dr. King
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came from the rear of the buildings which front on South
Main Street.

c. MPD Surveillance Detail and Removal of Detective

Redditt from Duty. */ From the time of Dr. King‘s' retum

to Memphis on April 3, 1968, until the time of his
assassination, he was under physical surveillance by‘ the
MPD. Upon learhing‘of Dr. King's flight schedule, Inspector

G.P. Tines of the MPD Inspectional Bureau instructed two

black plainclothes officers, Detective Edward E. Redditt and

Patrolman Willie B. Rictmond, to go to the airpoit to observe
the arrival of Dr. King and to kgep him under contiruous
surveillance in order to see with whom he came in contact.
According ‘to Inspector Tines, the surveillance was ordered
because Dr. King was a controversial figu.i:e and had met with
local black militants on his prior visit to Memphis. While
at the airport a Mrs. Thomas Matthews pointed her finger at
Redditt and told him that she was going to get him. (Réport
of G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968, Re: Security and Surveillance
of Dr. King, App. B.)

*/ The removal of Redditt from duty was cited as one of the
bases for the House Select Committee to investigate the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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In addition to the surveillance detéil, Assistant

Chief of Police W.P. Huston orderéd a cietaii of four men,
commanded by Inspector Don H. Smith, to go to the airport
for the purpose of providing security for Dr. King. While
waiting for Dr. King to axfive, Mrs. Thomas Matthews
advised Lieutenant George K. Davis that she héd come to the
airport to pick up Dr. King and-that. no one had asked for
police to be assigned to him. Inspector Smith also asked
Reverend James Lawson where tﬁey were going when they left
the airport and he replied: 'We have not fully made up our
minds." Nevertheless, when Dr. King and his party left the
airport, Inspector Smith and his men followed then f:o the
Lorra.inevMotel, arrlvmg there at approximately- 11:20a.m.
With the assiétance of Inspector J.S. Caglian and two other
officers, Inspector Smith and his men secured the e:ntrancés
to the ﬁntel. | |

| Dr. King and his party left the Lorraine Motel at
approximately 12:05}13tm. and were followed by the security

detail to the Centenary Methodist Church where a meeting

was held. The detail secured the front and rear entrances

of the Church until approximately 2:15p.m. when Dr. King and
his group returned to the motel. The security detail then
returned to the motel area and resumed their positions until

they were ordered to headquarters by Chief J.C. Macdonald
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at approximately 5:05p.m. Inspector G.P. Tines stated in
his report that he was not conferred with and has ﬁo idea
why the security detail was removed from Dr. King after
5:05p.m. Former Chief I'hcdbnald has no present recollection
of the security detail (Interview of James C. Macdonald,
former Chief MPD, December 22, 1976, App. B.) The security
detail was not resumed on April 4, 1968, (Reports of
Inspectors Don‘H. Smith and J.S. Gagliano as incorporated
in Report of Insﬁector G.P. Tines, EEEEE-S

As a separate éctivity fran the security detail,
Detective Redditt and Patrolman Richmond went to the air?ort
on April 3rd and observed Dr. King's arrival. When Dr. King
left the airport they followed him to the'Lorraine Motel
and learned that he was registered in room 306. Redditt
telephoned headquarters and informed Inépector Tines where
Dr. King was staying. At approxinatély 12:05p.m. Redditt
and Richmond followed Dr. King and his party to the
Centenary Methodist Church where a closed meeting of
approximately 30 black ministers was scheduled. Redditt

again called headquarters and advised his superiors of his

‘location. Redditt was instructed to leave Richmond at the

church and for him to return to the area of the lorraine
Motel for the purpose of finding a suitable place where

close surveiliance could be kept on the notél. Richmond
remained at tﬁe'Centenary Methodist Church until the
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meeting was over at approximately 2:15p.m. . Richmond then
want to Clayborn Temple where he thought'Dr. King would
address the sanitation workers prior to a scheduled 3:00p.m.

march. However, Dr. King did not make an appearance there.

" "Richmond telephoned- headé;ua:ters\ at about 3:30p.m.. and was

advised that Dr. King had returned to the motel and that
Redditt had set up a° surveillance post at Fire Station No. 2,
located at South Main and Butler streets. Richmond
immediately left Clayborn Temple and joiried Redditt: at the

fire station. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Richmond,

hpril 9, 1968, 'MPD Statements, State v. James Earl Ray

p. 1444).
The rear of Fire Station No. 2 overlooks the Lorraine

Motel and provided an excellent vantage ‘point where Redditt |

" and Richmond could observe Dr. King and his associates as

‘t‘:hey ente;ed_and left the motel. On April 3, 1968, Redditt

and Richmond remained at their observation post until 6:35p.m.
at w’m’.ch' time they'wefe relieved by Lieutenant E.H. Arkin

and Lieutenant ‘J .V. Papia of the 'MPD Internal Security Bureau.
(Statement of Edward E. Redditt, April 10, 1968, MPD Statements,
State vs. James Earl Ray p. 1453).

- After 1ea\}ing their observatioﬁ pOst,' Redditt and

Richmond went to the Mason Temple where Dr. King was
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scheduled to address a mass meeting. Shortly after they
arrived at the temple, Redditt was approached by Reverend
Malcomb D. Blackburn and told that the word was out that

he was over in the fire station near the lorraine Motel

spying with binoculars. Reverend Blackburm also advised
Richmond that the temple was the wrong place for him
because the tension was too high. Fearing they would be
exposed, Redditt and Richmond left the meeting at approximately
8:50p.m. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines.) | )
Redditt and Richmond resumed their surveillance
of the Lorraine Motel from Fire Station No. 2 on April 4,
1968, at 10:30a.m. At approximately '12:50p.m. Redditt
received a threatening telephone call from a female who
stated that he was doing the black people wrong, and they
were goingto do him wrong. (Interview of EMrd E. Redditt,
April 10, 1968.) |
At approximately 4:00p.m., Redditf was ordered by

. telephone to leave the fire station and report to headqxlarters

where he was advised that threats had been made on his life.
He was, therefore, ordered to move his famJ.ly into a motel
under an assumed name by Frank Hollcman former Director

of Police and ane, Memphis, Tenn. (Interview of Frank
Hollqnan, September 15, 1976, App. B.) Redditt was taken
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home in a squad car, but refused to move his family because
of a sick relative. At about the. time the squad car arrived
in front of Reddltt S residence, it was announced on the
radio that Dr. King had been shot. After a couple of days
Redditt did not hear any more about the threat on hlS life,
{Interview of Edward E. REddltt, July 8, 1976, App. B.)

. Inowr efforts -tO»traeethe source of the threat, we
have found that Philipb R. Maruel, an investigator with the
Senate Investigating Committee, chaired hy Senator McClellan
was in Merphis on April 4, 1968. While at the MPD Marmel
advised them hased on a telephone eall to his office in
Vashington, that the Senate Committee >Staff had information
from an informant in Mississippi that the Mississippi |

Freedom Detmcratic Party had made plans to kill a ''Negro

- lieutenant' in Memphis. Maruel left MEI‘IphJ.S on a 5:50p.m.

fllght to Washington and the next day (April 5 1968) he
telephoned the MPD and advised them that the threat was on
the life of a '"Negro lieutenant” in Knoxville rather than
Memphis. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968,
supra.) |

‘Philip R. Manuel neither has a present x:ecollection
of providing the information regardlng the threat to the MPD,

nor does he have a memorandLm of the event. However, he
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confirmed that he was in Memphis and visited the MPD at

the tirne. stated and thaf his office did have a Mississippi
source. Moreover, he said the events scunded familar and
he_be.lieved .the MPD records were correct. (Interview of
Philip R. Manuel, September 28,‘”1976, App. B.)

Although Redditt was reiieved fram duty at Fire
Station No. 2, Richmond remained there and contimed to
observe who entered and left the motel. At approximatelf
6:00p.m. Richmond saw Dr. King leave his ro&ﬁ and walk -
to the handrail on the balcony. The Reverend Billy Kyles
was standing off to Dr. King's right. An instanﬁ later w
Richmond heard a loud sound similar to a shot and saw
Dr. King fall back from the handrail and put his hand up
to his'he'ad. At approximately 6:0lp.m. Richmond telephoned
headquarters and reported that Dr. King had been shot.

He was instructed to remain at the fire station. Richmond
then yelled to members of a MPD tactical sqﬁad (which had
stopped at the station a few moments earlier) that he
beli.eved Dr. King had been shot. He then ran to the front
of the fire station and looked north and south on South Main
Street, but 'did not see anybne ruming or walking, except
the men in the tactical squad who left the fire station

ruming in different directions. | Shortly thereafter,
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Captain J.G. Ray arrived at the fire station and instructed
Richmond to go to headquarters and make a detailed report
of what he had seen. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Richmond,

April ‘9, 1968, Sup ra.)

d. - Details of Two Black Firemen from Fire Station

No. 2.*/ As of April 3, 1968, Norvell E. Wallace and Floyd E.
Newsun were the only black firemen assigned to Fire Station

No. 2 of the Memphis Fire Department ('MFD) Wallgce was

working the night shift on April 3rd and Newsum was scheduled
to report for the day shift on April 4th. Both of f_hevsg.

individuals actively supported the sanitation workers strike,

attending their rallies and makmg financial contribgtfiggs.

In our interview of Wallace (Interview July 8, 1976
App. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the night
of April 3rd his captain told him that a call had come in
requesting that a man be detailed to Fire épation No. 33.
He was immediately detailed to No. 33 although it was raining
and he was preparing to go to bed. Wailace fu:rt;her vstaited
that while Fire Station No. 3} was Lmder.staff'ed‘ as a whqle,
there was no shortage of persormel for the pump truck on which

he worked. Otherwise, he does not know why he was detailed.

*/ The details of the black firemen from Fire Station No. 2 is
2 second reason cited as a basis for the House Select Committee
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Also, on the night of April 3rd Fireman Newsum, in
a wholly personal capacity, attended a rally at the Mason
Temple where Dr. K:Lng made his last speech. When he returned
home (about lbf30p.m.) there was a message for him to call
Lt. J. Smith at the fire department(” When he called,

Le. J. Smith ordered'hﬁﬁ to report to Fire Station No. 31
on the morning of April 4th rather than Fire Station No. 2.
Newsun claims that Fire Station No. 31'was overstrength at
the time and his detail made his campany short. Moreover,
he says he never has received a satisfactory explanation
why he was detailed. However, he did say ﬁhat Lt. Barnett
at one time told him he was detailed at the request of the
police. (Interview of Floyd E. Newsum, July 8, 1976,

App. B.) -

Interviews of past and present'ﬁembers of the.MFD have
failed to disclose the individual who initiated the order or
the reason for detailing Wallace and Newsun. According to
former Lt. Jack Smith, he received a telephone call between
3:00p.m. and 5:00p.m. on April 3, 1968, from either Captain
James T. Baity or former Assistant Chief Arthur J.- Rivalto
in the peréonnel department specifically requesting that
Newsum be detailed. No reason was given for the detail.

Smith said he ﬁmediately called Newsum, but -Newsum was not

4
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home 'I'herefore Smth 1eft a message for Newsum to call
the flre station. Newsum called about 10:30p.m. and Smlth
advised h1m of the detail (Intemew of Jack Smith, dated

Septanber 27, 1976).

Wallace's- commanding officer, ‘then Captain R.T.
Johnson, likewise stated that he recei*ued a telep’hone
call from someone in the persormel department requesting
him to detail Wallace. However, Johnson has’ To present

recollection of who the individual was that made the

request. '(Interview of R'l‘ Johnson Deputy Chief, Memphis

Fire Department, December 21, 1976, App. B. )
| Neither Captam Balty nor former Assistant: Chlef

~ Rivalto has any present recollectlon of the detail of

Wallace or Newsun. Captain Baity mdlcated that any
dlSt'rlCt chief could have ordered the men moved (Interview
of James T. Balty, September 27, 1976 App B). Also
former Assmtant Chief R:Lvalto sald the f:.re department
shx_fted people around all the time when a carpany became
understrength because of sickness, etc. (Interview of
Arthur J Rivalto, September 27 1976, App. B). |

- Similarly, the former Chlef of the MFD, Edward A.
Hamllton, has no recollectlon of the detalls He speculated
that: the men could have been detailed for a "£111 in" to

brmg a campany up to strength (Intemew of Edward A.

Ha:rulton ‘September 27, 1976, App 'B).
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The MFD Strenth Report-Firefighting Persormel for
Shift "A", Battalions One and Eight, dated April 3, 1968
(attaéhed to Reinterview of James R. Boatwright, Octobér 20,
1976, App. B) show that Wallace's Company No. 2 at Fi‘reb

Station No. 2 was operating at minimum strength (five men)

_ after he was detailed; whereas Campany No. 33 to which he

was detailed opgrated at one over the minirmm'strength
(four ﬁien) after the deta;’.l. Likewise, the Strength Report
for Shift '"B" for Battaliohs One and 'Im,-dat:ed Apx;il 4,
1968 (Also attached to fhe Boatwright interview of October 20,
1976) show that New&m's‘ Company No. 55 at Fi;'e Station _No. 2
was operating at minimm strength (five men) after the detail,
but Company 31 ﬁo which he was detailed operaf:e_d at one over
the minimm strength ‘(four men) after the detail.

| However, former Depﬁty Chief James 0. Barnett stated
that the people on the security detail operating out of |
the fire station probably felt better without .Wallace and
Newsun around (Interview of James 0. Bé.rnett, September 27,
1976.) On the other hand, Assistant Chief _James R. Boatwrigﬁt
explained that they were having a very tense situation at
the time; that a mumber of threatening calls had been
received at Fire Station No. 2; and that the consensué of
opinion was that Wallace and Newsum were detailed for their
own brotecti_on, sinée they were the only black firemep assigned
to that station‘(Interview of Jamés R. Boatwright, September 23,
1976). | '
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" In this connection MPD Patrolman Willie B. Richmond
and former Detective Edward E. Redditt, who conduczed the
surveillance of Dr. King and his associates from the fire

station, were recontacted and specifically asked whether

*—1:he}"'had Tequested that Wallace and -Newsum »be detailed.

Both Richmond and Redditt denied that they made such a
:reéuest or had knowledge of any one else in the police
department makmg such a request (Reinterviews of Richmond
and Redditt,' September 28, 1976, App. B). .

Our investigation has not disclosed any evidence
that the detail of Wallace and Newsum was in any way
connected with the assassination of Dr. King. However,
the circumstances surrounding the-‘ details strongly suggest
that both men were detailed because they supported the

sanitation workers and were considered to be a threat to

the security of the surveillance of Dr. King conducted from

the fire station by Patrolman Richmond and Detective Redditt.

e. MPD Tactical Units- Their Deployment and

Activities on-the Evening of April 4, 1968. When the sanitation

workers of Memphis began their strike in February of 1968, the

- MPD either organized or beefed up various tactical units.

Generally, each of these units consisted of 12 law enforcement -

officers fram the MPD and the Shelby County Sheriff's Department.
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These units were organized for the purpose of avoiding riots
which other cities, suéh as Detroit, had experienced (Interview
of Frank Holloman, former Director of Fire and jPo]'.ic:e for the
City of Memphis, September 15, 1976, App. B). Documents
obtained from the State's Attormey General '(Item 9 from MPD
Miscellaneous Records) sﬁow that on the e&ening of April 4,
1968, at the time Dr King was shot, there were nine tactical

units in service at various locations as follows:

Tact Unit No. Street locations

6 Thomas and North Parkway
8 Jackson and Watkins |
99 Chelsea and Watkins

10 Main and Butler

11 Georgia and Orleans .

12 Trigg and Latham

13 Bellevue and Effie

17 * Union and Bellevue

18 ‘Fourth and Gayoso

In addition to the tactical units, the documents
obtained from the State's Attorney General show that there
were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4 men per car) in
the general area of the Lorraine Motel. These cars were

at the following locations at the time Dr. King was shot:
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Car No.  Street Iocations
224 Main and Beale » |
28 Third and Poplar o ch
232 Fourth and ﬁdtlér : | o
. ‘23.0 o Ihion.and Front |
236 Third and Belz
245 - Second and Gayéso
247  Crump and Barton
365 Larmar and Bellewue
367 . Poplar and Cleveland
369 * Linden and East

The map (Part of Item 9 from MPD Miscellarieous

Records, see App. A, Ex. l)‘ sﬁows that Taét Units 10. and 18
were within a radius of one ﬁlile of the crime scene (ZOd , \
block of Milberry Street) at the time of the shooting: and :
Tact Units 6,11 and 12 were within a radius of two miles

of the scene. Tact uﬁts 7,.14,15 and 16 were located outside:

the boundaries of the map and are not shown Cars rumber

224,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radius of one mile of
the scene and cars number 228 and 369 were within a radius
of two miles. However, cars mumber 236,365 and 367 were
outside the boundaries of the map. |
Particular emphasis is given‘ to "I‘act‘Unit» 10 and
- the _activities of its men, as this it was locaﬁed at | !

Fire Station No.. 2 (S. Main and Butler) at the time of the
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shoot.ing. On the afternoon of April 4, 1968, Tact Unit 10,
consisting of three cars and 12 men s’topped at Fire Station
No. 2 for a rest break at appro#iina.tély 5:50p.m. The unit
was ctmnanded by Lt. Jﬁdson E. Ghormley of the Shelby County
Sheriff's Department. The other members of the unit included
Deputies W.A. DuFour, W.J. Befry, Vernon Dollahite, R.N. Baker
and Ronald Maley of the sheriff's department; and Patrolmen
Carroll Dumn, Williarﬁ Gfoss, Jgsén Morris, Barney Wright,
Emmett Douglass and Torrance I.énders of the MPD.

Interviews of .the ébove named men indicate that when
the wnit arrived at the fire s_tation, the cars were parked
on the north side of the fire station entrance with the lead
car actually obstructing the sidewalk. - The second car was
parked directly behind the lead car and the third car was |

double parked alongside these two cars. (MPD Statements,

State v. James Earl Ray, DuFour p.1449; Berry p.1450;
Ghormley pp.1451 and 1532; Dollahite pp.1455 vavnd ],,50.5;
Durm p.1457; Gross p.1460; Morris 15,1463; Wright p.1466;
Baker p.1468; Douglass p.1469; Landers p.1471 and Maley ‘
p.l&SO;) .

While Patrolman Douglass remained with the feaid car
to monitor the radio, ‘all of the other men went into the fire
station to take a break. When the shot was fired that killed

Dr. King (at approximately 6:0lp .m.), these men were at various
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locations in the fire station drmkmg coffee, making telephone
calls, ete. Patrolman Richmond, who éég'ﬁaﬁning the surveillance
post m thel réar vof thé Staﬁion, yélled throughout the station
S that Dr. King had been shot. The members of the tact wnit,
. some of whom had hea::d‘;the .shot, all>rva1>'1 oﬁt thé north side

of the fire station and then east toward the rear of ‘the fire

station and the lorraine Motel. | (See diagram of crime scene,

| App. A. Ex. 2). | | |

| | . Patrolman Dougiass, who had r_erhaiﬁed in the 1éadbar

| | to monitor the radio, heard the shot whén it ﬂ}as fired. “He
immediately got out of the car and ran toward the rear of the
fire statioﬁ with the‘.other men.'  After Pat:ro]nm Douglas-s
realized what had happened, he returned to the lead car, along
_ﬁth Patfblrhan Wright, and radﬁ:.oeci the diépatcher thét Dr. King

| had been shot. Douglaéls énd Wfight then drove the lead car
soﬁth -on S. Main to E. Butler, east cm E. Butler to Mulberry
‘and north on Mulberry to ﬁhe entfrance of the Lorrai.ﬁe Motel.

: Doug‘lasé and Wright iater drove the car, accompanied by one
or ~two othef unidentified officers, north on IVhlben'y "to
Huling, west on Huling to S.‘ Main and south on S. Mam to the

front of the buildings located just north of ‘the fire station. %/

%/ There are conflicts in the statements of Douglass, Wright

and Ghormley. Douglass stated that Ghormley and other unidentified
officers got in the car with him at the fire station and they drove
to the lorraine Motel. According to Wright's version, he and
Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or two
other unidentified officers at the Lorraine Motel. On the other
hand, Ghormley claims he turned around at the concrete wall at the
rear of the fire station and ran to the front of the station and

then north on S. Main Street.
-41-
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The other men m the tact unit continued t.o‘ the réar
of the fire station ﬁo a concrete retaining wall aButting
’M.llberry Street. DuFour, Dollahite, Morris, Baker, Landers,
Maley and Durm climbed down the concrete wall and ran across
Mulberry Street to the lorraine Motel. DuFour and I"brr:.s ran
up tl*;a étairs to the balcony Qhere Dr. King's body lay..

The peo_ble there Said the shot had come from a red briék
building north of the fire station on S. Main Street. While
DuFour remained wit:h Dr. King's body until the ambulance came,
Morris ran north on Milberry to Huling and west on Huling to
the north side of the buildings facing S. Main Street,: Another
offiéer (probably Maley or Dunn) was already at that point,

and Morris stopped there to assist him in securing that area.

Baker ran to the Motel balcony where DuFour was standing
beside Dr. King's body. He then ran back to Mul‘berry‘ St. and
ran north for a distance to an alley. Baker ran into the
alley looking for anything suspicious. He noticed that
other members of the tact unit were securing a building
.(prébably the building with its north end on Huling).
Therefore, Baker went to the comer of Mulberry and E. Butlef
and took up a position there.

After Landers learned the direction the shot came
from, he found a 55-gallon drum and climbed back wp the

concrete retaining wall on Mulberry St. into the lot on
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which the building where the shot was fired is located. Landers
observed that the bathroom window was partially opened and
he saw an elderly white male come up to the window and look out ,
He ordered him to get back from the window. lLanders also saw

~ an elderly white female looking cut“aiwindOW’directly'south
of the bathroom window. He ordered her to get away from the
window. Landers-also checked_the bushes on the lot for
evidence and checked the entire area for footprints. After
-other officers arrived, Landers and another MPD officer
-climbed onto the roof of a one story. building which backs
wp to Mulberry St. This building runs along the north side
of the building whence the shot was fired. Finding nothing

on the roof, they came down and started up an alley leading
to a basement. About 10 feet up the alley they found two __?i
fresh footprints in the mud. Landers guarded these footprints
until homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently,
a -plaster. case was ﬁadé of each footprint., However, the |
footprints were never positively identified by either the
MPD or the FBI.

Upon learning where the shot was fired from, Dollahite

and Maley ran out of the motel courtyard, turned north on

Milberry to Huling and west on Huling toward S. Main. Maley
stopped in the center of the block and began guarding the
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north end of the building. However, Dollahite co.ntimied running
(with gun drawn) to S. Main and turned south on S. Main.
Dollahite noticed a mmber of patrons in Jim's Griil at 418

S. Main. He ran into the cafe and ordered everyone to remain
seated and not to leave. Dollahite then stopped momentarily

at Canipe's Amusement Oompény located at 424 S. Main where

he observed a green bed spread lying in the doorway partially
covering a blue suitcase and a box containing a rifle. As he
contimed down S. Main a short distance near a fenced-in

parking area, Dollahite observed Lt. CGhormley and another

officer coming north on S. Main. Dollahite turnmed around

at that point and walked back to Canipe's store ahead of
Lt. Ghormley and then crossed the street for the purpose of
securing the front of the building. After he took up his
position, Douglass and Wright drove up in the lead car.
Other officers who did not climb down the retaining
wall at the rear of\the fire station and run to the motel
are Ghormley, Gross and Berry. After running to the
retaining wall and observing the people pointing to the
building on S. Main St., Berry came back to}the fire station
entrance, jumped in a cruiser and drove north on S. Main to
the first intersection at Huling where he stopped the car

in the street and secured that area.

bl

' HW 55509 DocId:32199528 Page 53




C O

Ghormley and Gross also retuﬁxedtp the front of
thé fire station after f:i.rstv;rmm;'ng to the retaining wall.
They both turned north on S. Main and ran toward Huling.
Ghormley stopped at Canipe's Amusement Co. where he observed

what appeared to be a blanket partially covering a blue
_ ' suitcase and a Browning rifle box with about a foot of the
F | barrel of a rifle exposed. | | |
| | The apparent dlscrepancms in the statements of
Ghormley and Dollahite can be accounted for only by the
mass conﬁ;sién which ﬁust have occurred immediately after
the shootmg However, it appears . that Dollahlte first
observed the bundle while muming south on S Mein with

his gun drawn. But, he contimied past Canipe's Amusement o
Company and after he saw Ghormley and the other officer \
coming north he turned around and took up a position on the o
oppésite side of the street from Canipe's.
| Guy H. Cam'.pé, the owner of Canipe's Amusement Co.,

informed anrmléy that a white male had just dropped the
bundle in front of his door a minute or two earlier and had‘
run south on S. Mam Ghormley radioed thié information to

headquarters and stood guard over the articles. Shortly there-

after, Canipe told Ghormley that a white Mustang automobile
had left the area at a high rate of speed after the bundle was
dropped. Ghormley also radioed this information to headquarters.

—— PO
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According to the transcript of the MPD radio tapes |
(MPD James Earl Ray Supplements, Attorney General's copy,
Supplement 79, p.1714) Tact Unit 10 advised the dispatcher
that Dr. King had been shot at the Lorraine Motel at 6:03p.m.

By 6:06p.m., the di‘spatcher’ had ordered a circle formed
around the Iorraine Motel and the buildings west of the
motel on S. Main. Moreover, patrol cars and other Tact
Units had begun to arrive on the scene. At 6:07p.m. Tact
Unit 10 advised the dispatcher that the weapon was in front

of 424 S. Main and that the subject ran south on S. Main.
At 6:08p.m. the subject was descr'ibed‘ as a well-dressed,young,

white male. At 6:10p.m. the dispatcher relayed information

from Tact Unit 10, that the subject had left the area in a
late model white Mustang.

The men in the Tact Units and patrol cars kept the
ai‘éa sealed off, directed traffic, and checked out suspicious -
individuals while detectives from the Homicide Squad investi-
gated the scene. 'Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary of the MPD |

Homicide Squad arrived at the Lorraine Motel at approximately
6:15p.m., and by 6:30p.m. he hé.d taken custody of the bundle
of articles found in the doorway of Canipe's Az;xusement.
Zachary turned the Bundle, except for a tee shirt and pair

of shorts, over to the FBI at about 9:30 or 10:00p.m. The
tee shirt and shorts were also turmed over td the.FBI after
the laundry marks were checked with local laundries (Interview

of former Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary, September 15, 1976,
App. B).
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B. The FBI Investigation Of The Assassination

1. The Department of Justice Response and FBI
Performance

| ~a. The Muxder. At approydnatelyB:OO p.m. on
April‘l&,’ 1968, Dr. Martin I.uﬁher King, Jr., was standing
on the balcony outside of his room ét the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis, Ténnessee. Mrmenté later, Dr. K:Lng wWas shét
by' a high power rifle and then rushed to S‘t. Joséph's
 Hospital. At 7:05 p.m. he was pronouriced dead. The |
cause of death was a bullet wound which tore the major
neck blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the
' root of the neck (Memphis 44-1987 Sub sec. 1-13, and see
autopsy report, App. A, Ex. 3). | |
b. Top Priority Investigation Ordered. . The Memphis

P;)lice Department was immediately aware of vthe King assault
and promptly notified the FBI Memphis Field Office headed by
SAC Robert G. Jeﬁseﬁ‘. SAC Jensen telephonically relayed the
information to Washington where Director Hoover and Atﬁoﬁey
General Clark were infbrmed. The Memphis Field Office was
directed on the evening of Ai)ril 4, 1968 to innediately conduct
a full investigation of the matter as a possible violation

of 18 U.S.C. 241, the civil rights consbiracy statute (HQ 44-
38861-109). |
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This directive soon became_ national in scope with
SAC's in all FBI Field Offices being brdered by teletype
on April 7, 1968, to participate and conduct a top priority
irvestigation under their personal supervision.  This meant
all ,leads‘ were to be g.fforded imediaté, thorough and
imaginative attention and all possibilities from such leads
e:ctlauéted. Also, 24 hours was set as the pe.fiod aftér receipt
of a lead w:.thm which the investigation and reporting must
be completed. All SAC's were to bear personal responsibility
for any failure to handle the investigation (HQ 44-33861-153).

c. Progress of the Investigativor;x. 'Ihev breadth of

this top priority investigation 1s repeatedly evidenced in
the Murkin files. All informant sources - racial, security
and criminal - were immediately alerted and contacted for

information. The KKK and other hate groups as well as

individuals known to have violent proclivities were checked.

The files were theckéd for prior threats against Martin Luther
ng Jr. (HQ 44-38861-2649). Name checks were contimuously
being made on Selective Service‘records, city and telephone
directories, drivers license bureaus, motof vehiqle divisions,
financial institutions, credit records, criminal and civil

records, marriage licenses, public utility rolls, unionms,

cammon carrier passenget lists ahd more (e.g. HQ 44-38361-233).

(1) Bessie Brewer's Rooming House. Key information

was developed early at Bessie Brewer's Roaming House whence
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the shot was fired. _Bessie Brewer, Charles A. Stephens
and William C. Anchutz were interviewed and a physical
description of a suspect was obtained. | |

' Bessie Brewer, resident mamager of the roaming house,

explained that a "John Willard" registered with her April &,
betv&een 3:00 pm and 3:30 p.m. He was first directed to
-‘Roem\8, but rejected it b’ecause it had a stove and refrig-

x | erator. Instead, he asked for a sleeping room only and -
accepted Room 5-B in the rear of the hostelry. This room
provided a window with a view of Dr. King's room at the
Lorraine Motel. Mrs. Brewer described the new tenant as

a white male approximately 35 years of age, 5'11" to 6' tall

weighing 180 pounds with a medium build and presenting a neat
clean appearance (Memphis 44-1987 Sub Sec. 1-15).

Stephens, who was in his room on the afternoon of
April 4, remembers hearing footsteps between Room 5-B
and the bathrom._ He also remembers the bathroom being
occupied for considerable periods of time - 20 to 30 minutes -
without water ruming or the toilet being flushed except for
the last visit. This last visit ended when he heard what

he is certain was a gun shot. Interrupted by the shot,

Stephens opened his door to the hallway to see a man rurming
down the hallway carrying a large wrapped bundle. As this
man ran down the hall in the direction of Anchutz, Stephens
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recalls bellevmg that he had seen thls person earller '
that afternoon with Mrs. Brewer. Stephens descrlbed him

as a whlte male of average build, in his 30 s, 5' 10" to 11"

tall, weighing 165 pounds and wearing a dark suit pres,entmg
a neat clean appearance (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).
Like Stephens, Anchutz was a resident of the rooming

house and in his room at the time of the shooting. Also

like Stephens, Anc:hutz occupied a room adjacent to ""John
Willard." He recalls watchmg telew.s:.on in his rcom that
afternoon when he heard a gun shot. Irrmedlately, he went

to the door and as he opened it saw a man running toward him.
This man covered his face as he ran and carrled a blanket
wrapped bundle Andmtz addressed the man, saylng. "I
thought I heard a shot."” The man responded: 'Yeh, it was a

shot.;' Anchutz described the man as 6' tall with a slim

build and in his 30's (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).

(2) Canipe Armsement Camany. The Ce_znipe Amusement

. Company is located at 424 South Main Street and is just a
short distance from Bessie Brewer's Rooming House at 422%

South Main Street. In the recessed entrance. to- Canipe Company
a blanket wrapped bundle (presumably the bﬁndle Stephens
and Anchutz saw) containing valuable pieces of physn.cal

evidence was recovered shortly after the slrx)otmg
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The store owmer, Guy W. Ca:ﬂipe, and two customers,
Bernell Finley and Julius L. Graham, were m the store at the
time of the assassination. Each was 'ihterviewed by the
FBI and described hearing a 'thud" which drew their attentionm,
and as they looked to see what had happened, they observed
the blanket wrapped bundle 1n the entrance. At t.he same

| t:.me they saw a man dressed in a dark suit walking rapldly

south on the sidewalk away from the bundle. A few moments
later, ﬁhey said, a white compact autaabile - possibly a
Mﬁstang - proceeded north on South Main Street at a high

~ rate of speed. The male was described as white, approximately

30 years of age with a medium build, 5‘10" to 6' tall and
weighing 160 to 180 pounds. (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec 1).
The bundle, after being discovered at Canipe's doorway
by a menber of a Memphis Police Department Tactical Squad,
fifst came into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the
Memphis Police Department's Homicide Bureau. Later in the
evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.,
Inspeetor Zachary delivered the ‘bundle to SAC Jensen who
immediately had it flown by agent co@ied:l.to Washington for
laboratory examination (Memphis 44-1987-610). The bundle
contained a Model 760 Remington Camemaéter'rifle, 30-06
Springfield caliber, and a blue 21pper bag. The bag contamed

various toilet artlcles along with a pair of men's mderwea:c
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with laundry tags, a pair of binoculars, two cams of '
beer, and a paper bag bear:ing an advertisement for York
 Arms Campany, Meaphis, Termessee, with a York Arms Carpany
cash sales receipt dated April 4, 1968 (Memphis 44-1987
Sub A sec 1). |

(3) Information and Physical Evidence Tracked. The

investigation contimued with emphasis on tracing all physical

evidence and information received. To this end a search .

of all Memphis area hotels and motels was ﬁdtLated for

the source of ‘the' blanket and bar of soap found in the blue
zipper bag. Also, fegistrations at area imms were examiﬁed -
for the unknown éuspect who fled the rooming house and who
might be driving a white compact automobile. At the same
time, the rifle, scope,‘binoculars, cans of beer, laundry
tags and other items were tra;:ked (HQ 44-38861-139).

The rifle and scope wére quickly traced to the Aero
Marine Supply Compapy in Bifmingham, Alabama. The rifle |
was sold to a "Harvey Lowmyer" March 30, 1968. The écope ,
along with a second rifle, was purchased March 29, 1968,
but '"Lowmyer' exchanged this ;:ifle the following day for

the one recovered at the Cénipe Amusement Company. Accord-
ing to the Aero Marine salesman, 'Lowmyer' explained that

| ' he talked with his brother and was advised a inore powerful

rifle was necessary for deer hunting in Wisconsin. However,
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a laboratory e;cazrd.nat:ion of this returned rifle .revealed
that it was élogged vﬁ'.th coémoline (a heavy grease flrearm
preservati{re) ‘and could not‘ be loacied and re'aadied. to fire
(HQ 44—38861—432) . The salesman also pi:ovidea a physical
description of "Lowmger" which'matched' those preﬁously
obtained (HQ 44-38861-180) . o ‘

The paper bag and the sales receipt fraﬁ York Arms
Caﬁpany led agents to the Memphis sore where the binoculars
were purchased. The York Arms salesman explaired that he
sold the pair of_binéculars at approximately 4:00 p.m.

Apr"il 4, 1968, to a white male matching the descriptions
previously cbtained (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). By
checking the marufacturer's can 'codes and distribution records,
the two beer cans were traced to Southhaven Mirmow Shop,
Southhaven, Mississippi (HQ 44-38861-1360).

The center of the investigation shifted from Memphis
to Birmingham on.April 9, vwhen the search of Memphis imms
focused on the Rebel Motel and the April 3 registration
recdrd of an Eric Starvo Galt. It was already known that
the rifle and scope were purchased in Birmingham and the
Galt registration also pointed td Bi,ruﬁ.ngha‘m. - The registra-
tion record aroused interest because Galt registered for the
night of April 3 dnly, listed a Birmingham address and drove a
Mustang with Alabama license plates, (HQ 44-38861-1180).

-
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The possibility of a link between Eric Starvo

Galt and the unknown subject was pursued in Alabama by the
Birmingham and Mobile offices. In their pursuit they

learned that on August 29, 1967, Galt purchased a-1966

white Mustang automobile. The Bureau agents also learned
that the State of Alabama issued a motor vehicle operator's
license in October 1967 to Eric Starvo Galt, 2608 Highland
Averwue, Birnﬁngrﬁm, Alabama. The physical descﬁpt:ion
cbtained from this license matched those previously received:.
vhite male, born July 20, 1931, 5'11" tall, 175 pounds with
blue eyes and brown hair (HQ 44-38861-1180).

When the investigation moved to Galt's Birmingham
address it was learned that Galt lived there in late August
until early October 1967. Because of the length of this
contact, emphasis was placed on developing information on
Galt's background. Significantly, it was learned that during
his Birmingham sojourn Galt expressed an enthusiastic |
interest in dancing and attended dancing school there

(HQ 44-38861-607).

(4) los Angeles. Soon after the Birmingham comnection

was uncovered Los Angeles became a focal point in the investi-
gation. The significance of Los Angeles became apparent |
Aprii 11, with the knowledge of four facts.-

_ One, when on April 11, 1968, the Bureén located Galt's
abandoned Mustang in Atlanta a search of i%: indicated that

~54-

. HW 55509 DocId:32199528 Page 6‘3




-

Galt had had it serviced twice in the Los Angeies area
(HQ 44-38861-989)

Two, also incident to the search of thé Mustang, a
fragment of cardboard torn from a Kleenex box was found.

On it were the names and LosxAngeles addresses of Anita '
Katzwinkel and Ginger Nance (HQ 44-38861-989).

Three, laindry markings fram the recovered underwear
were tracked to Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning,
Hollywood, California (HQ 44-38861-885). The following
day agents learned that the name Eric Starvo Galt appeared

in the lamdry's records.

Lastly, a pair of plieré recovered from the blue
zipper bag were traced to the Rompage Hardware Store which
is within five blocks of Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaning (HQ 44-38861-1174).

Since it was known that while in Birmingham Galt
pursued an interest in dancing, all dance schools in the
Los Angeles area were éhedked. Galt's name appeared in
the records of the National Dance Studio, Los Angeles
(44-38861—1293)

Eventually, the dance studio contact proved to be

most important because it was through an interview with the
dance studio owner that a photograph of Eric Starvo Galt was

finally obtained. The owner keyed the agents to an interest
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Galt had expressed in attending a bartending school

(HQ 44-38861-1066) . Checking the area, the Intermational
School of Bartending was located and it provided Galt's
graduation photograph. For tﬁe first time, agents were

able to see and distribute a photo of their subject. To be

sure of maximm dissemination, the photo was circulated among

the news media (HQ 44-38861-967).

While in Los Angeles Galt first lived at the Serrano
Apartments and later at the St. Francis Hotel. Persons
contacted at these locations called him a "'loner" and
described him as a person who kept to himself. A departure
frcxn. this characterization, however, was reported by Charles
Stein who, at no expense to himself, rode with Galt in the
Mustang from Los Angeles to New Orleans and return.

Stein explained that he and his sister Rita Stein met

Galt through their cousin Marie Martin who was working as a

bar maid at the Sultan Bar located in the St. Francis Hotel. |

Galt had mentioned to Martin that he was plamming to drive

to New Orleans and she asked if he would be willing to give .

her cousin a ride there in order to pick up her children.
He agreed, but it ﬁas Charles and not Rita who went along
with Galt (HQ 44-38861-1117).

Notwithstanding the information Stein provided, the

investigation moved no closer to locating Galt. New Orleans
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was scoured for clues and although Galt's hotel and room

were located the effort was fruitless (HQ 44-38861-1197).
Stein also stated Galt made severai telephone calls fram
pay telephones along the way but an Mtive search of
comtless telephone records, mubers and subscribers

produced nothing (e.g. HQ 44-38861-3857). - Lastiy, Stein

~explained that Galt conditioneci the ride to New Orleans

on Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin joining
George Wallace's American Independent Party. Each joined
but again the ensuing investigation of this lead learned
nothing (HQ 44-38861-1003). 7

~(5) Atlanta. On April 11, 1968, a citizen call came
through to the Atlanta Police Department reporting the missing
white Mustang. According to this caller and another person,
both interviewed by the FBI, the abandoned Mustang was parked
shortly before 9:00 a.m. April 5, 1968, by a lone man matching
Galt's description. The discovery of Galt's Mustang immediately
caused agents to seek out any additional contacts by Galt in
Atlanta (HQ 44-38861-989).

Because Galt was believed to use low cost rooc_ning houses
all such establishments were contacted for any sign of him.
Success was found at Jimmie Dalton Gardner's Rooming House

where Galt registered ‘%March 24, 1968. Although Galt was

_nowhere to be found, 3§.e had left evidence behind. Found
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in his room were a booklet, 'Your Opportunities in Lock-.
suithing' and a collection of maps. One of these maps
was of the city of Atlanta with the residence of Martin
Luther King, Jr., and the headquarters of SCLC circled
(HQ 44-38861-967).

Other evidence of Galt's presence in Atlanta was
received from the Piedmont Laundry where records showed
he picked up laundry April 5, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-3627).

(6) Galt Identified as James Earl Ray. Knowing that

Galt returned to Atlanta after the assassination all con-
ceivable modes of transportation in, around and out of
Atlanta were checked (HQ 44-38861-907). Hot#ever, Galt's
trail was cold; there was no evidence as to where he fled
fram Atlanta.

The Bureau became worried because with each passing
hour Galt's chances of avoiding capture became better and
better. Therefore, the investigative emphasis shifted from
following Galt's trail to identifying Galt. In an effort
to accomplish this the Bureau initiated a comparative search
of three identical latent fingerprints believed to be Galt's
(one fingerpriht was recovered from the rifle; a second from
the binoculars; and a third from the map of Atlanta found
in Galt's room) against fingerprints of white male fugitives.

To be sure, the limitation to fugitives was purely speculative.
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However, the speculation pald bff whén on April 19, 1968,
James Earl Ray's fingerprint card compared identically
(HQ 44-38861-1575). | R

With the discovery that Eric Starvo G‘alt was James

Earl Ray, the investigation was redirected to a search

of Ray's whereabouts since the time of his April 23, 1967,
- escape- from Missouri State Prison. Through the months of

April and May the Ray-Galt steps were t:raéed. Evéntually,
the Bureau was able to account for Ray'é whereabouts almost
continuously since his escé.pe. Nevertheless, his trail
remained cold beyond Atlanta on April 5, 1968 Ci—IQ 44-38861-
3509; and see Chronology infra).

In connection with their search, Ray'é faﬁu'.ly was
identified, located, physically surveiiled and periodically
interviewed for information (E.G., HQ 44-38861-3987). Also,
prison irmates and associates were queried (e.g. HQ 44-38861-
3502) as well as his military record pefused (HQ 44-38861-1616).
But, no clues developed. Ray's family said they knew nothing;

they had not heard fram nor been in contact with James and did

not know of his whereabouts (Chicago 44-1114-27). Prison

immates and associates told tales of bounties offered for

the death of Dr. King but exhaustive investigations could not

substantiate their claims (e.g., HQ 44-38861-3767).

Frustrated, the Director prepared a memorandum for the
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Attorney General dated May 13, 1968 in which he explains
- that extensive investigation has not resulted in any new

developments beyond Atlanta, April 5. Therefo:e, the

Director requested authorization for telephone and micro-
phone surveillance on Ray family members. The request, - rf';
however, was never acted upon (HQ 44-38851-3509).

(7) Passport Search. From an interview with a former

cellmate of Ray's at Missouri State Prison it was learned

P

~ that Ray appreciated the ease with whick a person living
in Canadé could obtain a false passpoft (HQ 44—38861—3889).
Though it is not clear that the cellmate's comments pre-
éipitated a search 6f Canadian passports issued since Ray's
April 23, 1967 escape, it is known that on the request of
the FBI Legat in Canada such‘a search was conducted by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. A passport search was also
conducted in Mexico and the United States (HQ 44—38861—4445).
Though the_search went through a staggering number

of applications and was based on the comparison of Ray's

photograph to those submitted with the application, it proved
to be thé necessary break ih picking up Ray's trail. At

9:30 p.m. June 1, 1968, The Legal attache, Ottawa,

‘Canada, called the Bureau to advise that after reviewing

same 175,000 applications the RCMP located a passport issued
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April 24, 1968 under the name Ramon George Sneyd which -

. contained a photograph very definitely similar to Ray

(HQ #4-38861-4190) .
The passport was filed by the Kermedy Travel
Agency in Toronto, Canada. Incident to their iavesti-

gation, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police contacted the

" travel agency and obtained a ‘hand printed note from Sneyd

concerning his application. The note together with the
passport photo and a latent palm print were forwarded to

the Bureau for laboratofy examination which cornicluded that

Ray and Sneyd were the same person (HQ 44-38861-4262, 4263).

(8) Ray Apprehended. The Kermedy Travel Agency also

provided information that Sneyd purchased a round trip air
ticket from Toronto to London departing May 6 and returning
May 21, 1968. But New Scotland Yard determined that Sneyd

turned in the return portion of the fare and received a

May 7, 1968 ticket to Lisbon, Portugal plus a $14.60 voucher

(HQ 44-38361-4319).

| Immigration authorities 'in Lisbon were immediately
contécted. It was learned that Ray had entered Lisbon
May 7 but had exited for London May 17, 1963 (HQ 44-38861-
4725).

Stops were issued by New Scotland Yard for Sneyd. At

11:15 a.m., June 8, 1968, Ray was apprehended by officers of
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New Scotland Yard while he was passing through British
immigration offices in the iondon Airport. At the time

he was plamning a flight to Brussels, Belgium (HQ 44-38861-
4616). |

2. Alleged Conspiracies

Literally scores of alleged conspiracies were
commmnicated to the Bureau. Frah the aate of the assas-
sination in April, 1968, evén up to this date, the FBI
has been approached by mumercus persons with stories
which purport to identify a gonspirécy to kill King.
These stories involved thé widest range of perpetrators
and participants as well as motives. To the extent
that these leads were pursued, the Bureau was put in
the rather difficult position of conducting én investi-
gation which raﬁged far beyond the concrete evidence
that had already been obtained. When the leads were
in fact bogus ones, the FBI was attempting to prove a
negative in each reported case. With a controversial
figure, such as Dr. King, the possibilities of conspiracy
were numerous. Consequently, the Bureau's credibility
would necessarily be strained, given its past relation-
ship with the civil rights leader, unless each story was

disproved. Yet the Bureau attempted to.COVer each lead.

-62-

HW 55509

DocId:32199528 Page 71




O O

As previously stated, each SAC was held personally
responsible for an expedited and thorough review.

Based on our review of the files, the f:as'k force

is satisfied that the FBI did a credible-and thorough
| _ job-in attempting to identify any possible conspiracy
. or persons who could have been involved in the rurder.
In each of the allegations received, the Bureau immediately
interviewed the persoh who was the source of the ailegation
where this was possible (i.e. where the source was not
anonymous). In situations where the complaht was not an
obvious hoax the Bureau then attempted inmédiately to
identify the alleged participants and interview them.
Where there was not a satisfactory explanation to dispel
the allegation concerning such matters as whereabouts or
associations, the Bureau then would check further. This
does not mean that every allegation was pursued to the |
ultimate degree. Judgment based- on experience dictated
many of the decisions. |
These judgments were also tempered by a critical
factor. Within fifteen days after the murder, the FBI

was convinced that Galt and Ray were the same person,

that this individual purchased the rifle, rented the
room across fram the Lorraine Motel, and fired the shot

that killed Dr. King. While there were many other people
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who were antagonistic toward Dr. King and many who

had apparently discussed killing him, any successful
conspiracy would have to have imvolved Ray based on the
evidence at hand. In all the years following the assas-
sination, the investigation has failed to reveal any
cormection between any alleged conspirator(s) énd James
Eafl Ray including those alleged by Ray himself. Indeed,
the overwhelming evidence indicates that Ray was almost
totally al&ne during the year after his escape from the
Missouri State Prison.

We have not addressed here the Bureau's handling of
particular conspiracy leads because of the large mumber of
allegations involved. Bureau filés can be checked for each
reported lead and the resulting investigation on that lead

traced to its conclusion.
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C. The Story of James Earl Ray

1. Chronology of Ray's Activities On and
After April 23, 1967

On Sunday, the 23rd of April 1967, after he had
_ April 23, 1967
served seven years of a twenty year sentence for armed :
robbery in the Missouri State Penitentiary at Jefferso‘n
City, James Earl Ray escaped. When a truck appeared at
the prison bakery where Ray worked, a bread box was
carried onto the truck to be delivered to a nearby prison
farm. Ray had concealed himself inside the bread box,
end later fled from the prison truck at a stop prior to its
reaching the Renz prison farm. (3503; Huie, pp.24-27.) i/

Ray allegedly headed first toward Kansas City

: : April 24-23

(Huie, p.27). On the third day he burglarized a
trailer sitting byrthe. Missouri River taking a blanket
and food (Huie, p.27). For the next three nights he made

his way along the railroad in the direction of Kansas City

*/ Ray has provided varying accounts of his escape from
prison and of his subsequent activities prior to apprehension.
The task force's most credible view of his statements has

been used here. These admissions of Ray are found in He Slew
the Dreamer, Huie, William Bradford, Delacorte Press, New York,
1968 (hereinafter, Huie); All other citations herein are for
serials in the Bureau's MURKIN file, HQ 44-3886l1. . The task
force has obtained xerox copies of Ray's correspondence with -
Mr. Huie which reflect the admissions cited by Huie.
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to a city large enough so he would not be noticed and

took a train to St. louis. He then took a taxicab to

East St. louis, calléd a friend who drove him to Edwards-

ville whence he caught a bus for Chicago (Huie, p.28).
On May 3rd, Ray secured work for the next eight
weeks as a dishwasher and cook's helper at the Indian
Trail Restaurant in Wimnetka, Illinois, and resided at
2731 North Sheffield in Chicago under the name Jom L.
Rayns. He pm‘chased.a 1959 Chrysler automobile fram

‘a private owner on June 5th for $200 (5448). On

June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the

test: on June 12th (5394). Ray moved from his

Sheifield address to 1648 Lunt Street on June 17th

where he paid one week's reﬁt (5118). Ray was issued
a driver's permit in the name of Joln L. Rayns for- t:hé
State of Illinois on June 2lst (5394). During the week
of June 19£h Ray left his job, and request.éd that his
final paycheck be forwarded to the Lumt Street address,
which it was (5118).

Thereafter, on J_uly 14, Ray purchased a 1962
Plymouth automobile from a cchmercial dealer in East
St. Louis, Illinois, and transferred the licensed

plates from the Chrysler to the Plymouth ‘(5413; Huie,

p.39). Leaving East St. Louis on July'lS, Réy proceeded

June 5

Juné 9

June 12

June 17

June 21

July 14
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to Montreal, Canada, via Indianapolis, Detroit and Jﬁly 15
Windsor (Huie, p.40). His prime objective was
ailegedly to secure a Canadian passport (idem p.41).
As John L. Rayns, he registered for an overnight
stay at the Bourgard Motel in Dorionm, ‘just west Qf
Montreal (idem, p.43; 5437x).
Next, Ray first used the alias Eric S. Galt | July 19
when he signed a six month lease for an apartment
in the Harkay Apartments, 2589 Notre Dame East, in
Montreal (2192; Huie, p.43). Ray then allegedly
held up a food store stealing $1700 (Huie, p.47).
The following day he spent $300 for new clothes ai the
Tip Top Tailors, 488 St. Catherine West, had his hair
cut and a manicure at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel Crluie, '
p.48). He also ordered on July 2lst a $75 tailor-made
suit at the English and Scotch Woolen Company (4692).
(A month and a half later, by a letter from Birmingham
dated September 6, 1967, this tailoring company was
instructed by Ray to send the finished garment to him
at his then Birmingham address.) Three days later Ray July 24
ordered three sex books from Futura Books, Inc., in
Inglewood, California, (2192), and on July 28th, he July 28
enrolled in a correspondence course at the Locksmithing
Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey (2068). Both matters

were paid by Canadian money orders.
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Ray vacationed, begimming July 30th, at the July 30-
. August 5
Gray Rocks Inn on lake Ouirmet in the Laurentian
Mountains seeking, according to Ray, contact with
av respectable woman to vouch for him on a passport
applicetion. He was ''picked up'" by a female Canadian
Govermment employee and her girlfriend and spent.the
ne#t few days with them before leaving on August 7th;
The two women followed, stayed overnight with Ray in August 7
Montreel on August 7th, and then retuwrned to their
residences in Ottawa (Huie, pp.51-53; 5402). On
August 9th, he purchased by money order a formula for  August 9
making glass for a two-way mirror (2192). Then, on August 19
August 19th, Ray visited the government employee in
Ottawa, but did not importune her to assist him on his
passport application (Huie, p.54).

During the approxinxately two and one-half ""Raoul"’

_ contact
months of Ray's stay in Canada he relates meeting an = dates July 18-

Aug. 8 & through
underwerld character named "Raoul". After negotiations, Aug. 18 -
Ray stated to author Huie, that he engaged in smuggling
operations with "Raoul" and then proceeded to Birmingham
to meet "Raoul' at the latter's direction. Meanwhile, Aug. 18-20
he stayed at the Town and Country Motel, Ottawa, from

August 18th to August 20th (5502). Whatever may be
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the truth of the story, Ray left bbntreai, met his

" brother at Morthbrooke, Illinois, gave his Plymouth
car to his brother Jerry Ryan, (5413), proceeded
from Northbrooke or Chicago to Birmingham, stayed

| August 26th at the Granada Hotel, 2230 Fourth |

. Averue as Joln L. Rayns (5400; Huie; p.6l), and thatv
same day also took a room in the name Eric S. Galt

! . at ~he Economy Rooms, 2608 Highland Averme (2324).

Two days later Ray, as Galt, giving the Highland

Averque address, rented safety deposit box No. 5517

‘ at the Mam Office, Birmingham Trust National Bank
(2323; Huie, p.62). The access record on this
box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; from .
1:52p.m. to 1:56p.m. on September 5; from 11:05
to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and from 10:16a.m.

" to 10:19a.m. on September 28 (2323).

. The purchase of a white 1966 Ford Mustang was
accomplishéd at the end of August by answering a
newspaper ad on the 29th of August and paying $1995 in
cash to William D. Paisley on the 30th (628). All

this checks with the car purchase chronology Ray

| himself admitted to author William Bradford Huie |
(Huie, pp.61-63; Ray's self—serving attribution of
"Raoul" as the one who directed him to buy the car

and who supplied the cash is uncorroborated).
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Ray as Eric Starvo Galt, applied for and was
issued Alabama driver's license No.2848947 (4143).
The signature matches the other handwritings of the
same name (4143). At some point during his stay in
Birmingham, Ray purchased a .38 revolver which was
found on his peréon on his arrest in Heathrow Airport,
london, England (1422).

On September 12th, Ray enrolled for 5 weekly
dance classes at the Continental Dance Club Studios
(2324). The Modern Photographic Book Publishing .
Co. Inc., of New York City received a coupon order

from Eri.c S. Galt for a photo book (633) and a letter

by Ray as Galt written September 26, asking that the
book not be sent as he was moving and would give the
changed address later (4143). The handwriting was
identical with Ray's (4143).

Ray purchased a bank draft from the Exchange
Security Bank, 5 points' South Branch, Birmingham
payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and
this accompanied an order on that company for a Kodak

Super 8§ movie camera, a projector, a splicer and a 20 —

foot remote control cable;Aprice $337.24 (1135). Then

Ray typed a note to the film company seven days
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later in which he acknowledged receipt of the items
he had érdered but returned the movie camera as the ' =
wrong one; he stated he was leaving for Mexico on
October 7, - and would send a new address to which

the correct movie camera could be forwarded (4143).

On September 30th, Ray paid only for his room (2118)

Ray, as Galt, was issued Alabéma license tags October 6
No.1-38993 for 1968. He left Birmingham for Mexico
on O:xtober 6 (Hu.le, p.66). On the 8th of October, October 8
Ray 1=;uichased a 30 day Mex1can auto insurance polidy October 10
(1904). He reached Acapulco on October 10th, proceeded October 15
to Guadalajara on October 15th and left there on _
the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, : October 18
arriving in Puerto Vallarta on the 19th (5496). He October 19
registered in Room 212 of the Hotel Rio at Morelos 86
| on this date; his "Galt" signature and writings match October 22
his other Galt writings (4143). Galt typed a letter o

to the film company to ask for a refund to the Puerto

Vallarta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera

which had been mailed meanwhile to his vacated

Birmingham address (4143). Aéai.n the written signature _ !
‘ on this note matched the string of ''Galt' signatures.

(4143). For some reason (Huie says Ray said he wanted November 6-13
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a week in a more expensive room in a hotel on the
beach.) (Huie, p.8l), Ray switched hotel#, going
from the Rio to the Hotel Tropicana (1219). He
spent most of his time in the period from October
19 to Noverber 13, 1967, with a girlfriend, Irma
Morales, whose true name is Manuela Aguirre Medrano
(1219), and possibly another female named Nina
(Huie, p.8). |

Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove to Los
Angeles where he rented an apartment at 1535 North
Serrano Avenue on the 19th of November. (668; Huie,
p.85). He then wrote a typed letter to the Superior
Bulk Film Company, Chicago, to forward to his.new
address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak
movie cémera; the signature on this letter matches
the other ''Galt" signatm:és. (4143).

In this second week of his stay in Los Angeles,
Ray began a series of six visits to a clinical

psychologist, Dr. Mark O. Freeman, in hopes of

- overcoming his shyness, gaining social confidence,

learning self-hypnosis to gain relaxation, sleep and

remember things better.
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Apparently, in a further sélf—improvenént step,
Ray enrolled in a course of danéing instructions with
the owner of the National Dance Studio, 2026 Pacific
Ayenue,»Long Beach, Califomia (4143). On December
l3th, Ray wrote his Birmingham bank to close his
safety deboéit box (2323). He paid $100 onrthe
dancing lesson contract on the l4th of December, left
laundry at the Avalon Cleaners & laundry, Inc.,
5662, Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, on the following
day-ticket No.31053 and laundry mark ”26Rr3“ made
by a Thermo Seal marking machine (4143); and also
on December 15th Ray, as Galt still, began a round
trip drive with Charles J. Stein, 5666 Franklin
Avenue, los Angeleé, to New Orléans iﬁ Ray's white
Mustang to pick up Stein's sistér's two small children
(6143). Stein and Ray arrived in New Orleans on the
17th, the latter regiétering at the Provincial Hotel,
1024 Chartes Street, Room 126 (5399). The "Galt"
registration card signature matched the string of
such signatures in Ray'é odyssey and he further
recorded that he was driving a Mustang with Alabama
license No.1-38993 and gave his address as 2608
Highland Avenue, Birmingham (4143).
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Ray checked out before the 1:00p.m. checkout December 19
time on the 19th and, with the two children and
Charles Stein, made the retwrn trip to Los Angeles
arriving by the 21th ovaecember ﬁm he took tﬁe ‘ December 21
first of the series of*dancirxg lessons he had December 22
signed up for.v The next day he picked up his '
laundry. Four more dancing lessons are fecorded December 25,

26,27&28

next (4143).

On Decanbef 28, 1967, Ray first indicated
his interest in immigrating to Africa, and more
particularly to a white ruled area, by writing a
letter of inquiry to Mr. Joln Acord, Chal'_maﬁ,
American-Southern African Council, 800 Fourth St.,

S.W., Washington, D.C.; the signature of Galt

mtched up with the other Galt writings. (4143).

: 1968
Ray said he visited las Vegas on New Year's January 1,283
Day. (Huie, p.96) . Dance lessons are documented
on the 2nd and 3rd days of 1968 (2325). Galt January 8

bought Bank of America money order No.0799 18037

in the amount of $15 from the Hollywood Western

Branch payable to the Locksmithing inStitute (2325) .

The FBI lab made.the usual writing match up on the

signature (4143). Mearwhile Ray showed up regularly ~ January 9,11,15,

A 16818
for dance lessons (2325). On January 19th Ray signed
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uwp for a ba.rtgnding_cmrse at the Interﬁatiorml School
of Bartending 2125 Sunset Boulevard (2325); his
application sighature fits his other Galt signatures
(4143). ’He left hié laundry at the Home Service:.
Iam@ and Dry Cleaning Co. at 5280 Hollywood Boulevard
(2325, cites laundry list No..3065 in E. Galt's name
with Thermo Seal sticker 02B-6, tiie markmg on the
T-shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front
door of Canipe's Amusement Co. in Memphis, April 4,
1968) . |

On January 21, 1968, Ray changed his lodgings
to Room 403 of the St. Francis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood
Boulevard (2325). On the 221d and on the 23rd, 25th,
29th, 30th, 3lst, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Ray

bartending school thrqi.:.gh to March 2, 1968. He bought January 29

two Bank of America ubnéy orders onn:the 29th of January,
one to place an ad in the Free Press soliciting a ’ |
female pen pal and the second to pay fof a mail \
forwardiﬁg service (1500). ‘Each transaction created

a handwriting match as did a Bank of America money order

No.0799 17281 payable to the Locksmithing Institute, January 31
Littlev Falls, New Jersey (2325). ‘ '
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Ray's 1966 white Mustang with Alabama license
No.1-38993 registered in Alabama under the alias
Galt was serviced on the 13th at a Chevron Station,

1506 North Normandic Avernue, los Angeles with mileage
at 34,185. Another undated servicing some 200 miles
later occurred at Cort Fex Ford Co., 4531 Ho}lywooa
Boulevard in Los_Angeles (2325). _

Ray attempted to increase his sécial life by February 17
writing and sending.his photograph to a woman listed ;
by ''The LDCai Swinger” which listing was secured for
$1.00; Ray in fact wrote 5 such letters (4143). The _
Galt signature was added to the FBI's matchups and February 26
Ray's photograph secured. For'reading‘material;

Ray ordered books from Futura Books paying by money
order No.0799 19430 on the 26th. .(1500). The

signature matchup was made (4143). On this same day

Ray made a mbney order payment No.0799 19701 to the |
Loéksmithing Institute (2325). He sent another,

No.0799 19704, for the 'Locksmith's Ledger" with
matching signature (2325); he sent two money ofders,
Nos.0799 19702 and 0799 19763, and a letter order to
Tiffany Enterprises, 8512 Whitworth Drive in 1os Angeles,
a mail order house, for one pair of Jaﬁanese handcuffs

(1500), with signatures matchable on two of the three
documents (4143).
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At intervals in his stay in Los Angeles, Ray
had plastic surgery done to change his appearance

(author Huie puts' this treatment. as on March 3, 7 and

11, 1968, Huie, pp.107-8); he visited a psychologist-

hypnotist, Reverend Von Koss on January 4, 1968
(Huie, p.102), and allegedly somé seven other |
psychiatrists, hypnotists or scientologists. -
According to author Huie, he frequented a bar kncwn
as the Rabbit's Foothlub and oﬁ one night became
involved in a racial argument followed by a mugging in
which he had his wallet stolen and lost his suit' jacket,
car keys and driver's license (Huie, pP.96-98). According
to author Huie citing Ray as his source, Ray telephoned
Alabama and had a duplicate license issued; this was
forwarded fram his fonﬁer Birmingham address to California
and received there aboﬁt March 10, 1968 (Huie, p.98).

| "Galt" was graduated from the bartending school
on the 2nd of March. His pict_ure was taken with the
school operator and Ray closed his eyes to make ’recogni—
tion more difficult (4143; Huie, p.104).

A postal money.order No.l,916,211,078 was ‘sent

to the Locksmithing Institute as a periodic payment on
the correspondence course Ray was taking (1428). The

signature matchup was made. (4143.)
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Ray listed a change of address on March 17
with the St. Francis Hotel, giving his forwarding
address as General Delivery, Main Post Office
Atlanta, Georgia (4143). Presumably he left
Ios Angeles in his white Mustang on this date,
proceeding to New Orleans where he left a bbk
of clothing for Marie Martin's little daughter,
Marian de Crassee, at Charles Stein's cousin
Theresa Stone's residence, 4019 Royal Street (4143;
Huie, p. 108). | | | |
. Fram New Orleans, Ray drove to Selma, Alabama March 22
(5502), (where Ray began to stalk Dr. King according
to Huie's statement of Ray's admission on this) and, March 23
after an overnight stay there, he went on to Montgomery, March 24
to Birmingham and finally to Atlanta, Georgia (Huie, p.
112). |
In Atlanta, Ray rented room No.2 in a roouﬁhg March 24
house at 113-14th Street, N.E. from the operator,
Jimmy Delton Garner (1033). He stayed there until - March 28
March 28 on which day, while still in Atlanta, he
purchased U.S. Postal money order No.5,615,057,923 pay-
able to the Iocksmithing Institute (1428). The Galt
signature was a matchup (4143).
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On the 29th Ray appeared at the Aeromarine Supply
Company, 5701 Airport Highway in Birmingham, Alabama,
and using the alias Harvey Lowmyer purchased a Remington
.243 caliber rifle, Model 700 with a 2x-7x Redfield |

telescopic sight mounted on it (432). Almost certainly

" because the breech-of the .243 caliber-weapon was: caked

with a_hardened preservative (cosmoline) and could not
be loaded, Ray returned it the following day (not having
fired it). He explained that his "brother" didn't like
it, and exchanged the .243 rifle for a Mo_,del 760, 30-06
caliber Remington. The scope was transferred to the
latter rifle». MOWC these transactions the package
for either rifle was a Browning shotgun carton ﬁhich was
large enough to hold the scope-equipped Remjngtons (432).

The Atlanta rooming house operator, Jimmy Delton
Garner stated he had Ray print his name (Eric S. Galt) on
an old envelope at Garner's request so that Garner could
transfer the name properly to ﬁis official reéords; the
handprinting is a matchup with other Galt-Ray printing
samples (1033). |
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Using the name Zric Galz, Ray lerft nis lamdry april 1

and dry cleaning at the Piedmont Laundry pickup
station, 1168 Peachtree, N.W. in Atlanta (4143). Two April 3
days later, as Eric S. Galt, Ray on April 3 registered
into Room 34 at the Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar
Avenue, Mer@his, Tennessee (ﬁhe distance between Atlanta
and Memphis by the most convenient route is 398 miles);
he gave 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham as his address"
and he ﬁoted on the registration card that he was driving"
a Mustang with Alabama license No. 1-38993 (4143). His
signature was a match to the other identified Galt signa-
tures (4143). ‘On this same day, Ray purchased a safety  April 3
razor and shaving supplies at the Rexall Drug Store in
the Whitehaven suburb of Mbmphls (Mémphls 44-1987 Sub A--
Sec. 1; Huie, p. 129) '

Ray left the Rebel Motel before the lp.m. - Ai)ril 4,

checkout time on April 4th (4143). At some point - 3-3:30p.m.

between 3p.m. and 3:30p.m. on the 4th, a man

generally answering Ray's description rented Room 5-B

at 422 1/2 South Main Street, Memphis, in the name of

John Willard (idem. 33). Ray admits to having been in

the room with ""Raoul'’ whom he first said rented the

room using the "Willard'' alias he; Ray, supplied (Huie,

p.115). In another letter to Huie, Ray states he himself 4:00p.m.
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rented the room using the alias Jotm Willard (Huie, p.
30). Ray went out to the York Arms Company Store then
located at 162 South Main Street and purchased a pair

of Bushnell ’binoculars for a total of $41.55 (4143);

| Ray was identified by the salesman at York Arms and

L Réy édrnits to having been to the sports store and to
having made the purchase of the binoculars (Huie, p.
115). By S5p.m. at the latest, Ray had returned to.

the rooming house, parked his Mistang and had taken '
his zipper bag and bedspread to Room 5-B (Huie, p.115);
by necessary inference, because it was adm_it:ﬁédly‘
brought down from there and dropped on the sidewalk,
the 30-06 rifle had been taken up to Room 5-B at this

time or just before Ray's trip to the York Arms Co.

Store (See Huie, p.114 and p.131; 4143).

| As detailed invthe-discussion of the course of

the FBI investigation ante at pp. 48-50, the assassin f»ledr

from the common bathroom at the rear of the rooming

house after firing the shot that killed Dr. King. The

assassin could have cleared and undoubtedly did clear ~ 6:03:50p.m.
the corridor and the stairs to the street in about 45

secondé. In another 15 seconds at the outside he could

have reached and undoubtedly did reach Ray's white
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Mustang after drobping Ray's bag, the rifle Ray bought
and bearing only his fingerprints and the bedspread which
Ray admits taking up to Room 5-B (Staff reenactment;
Huie, p.115). According to a post-conviction statement by
Ray to then Special Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field
Office, Robert Jensen, roomer Charles Stephens had a
good look at Ray in the rooming house (5622; Interview-of
Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App. B). |

On the street Guy Warren Canipe, Jr.; in his place
of business, Canipe Amisement Co., at 424 South Main Street
heard a thud near the front door of his store, looked up
to see a white male walk rapidly past his sto;:e -going
south (right to left to someone inside the store) and,

with the two customers in his store, went to the front

door where they observed a small white car, a Mustang  6:04p.m.

according to the two c;ustémers, pull away going north
(left to right) from a curb side parking place just south
of Canipe's store (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A-Sec.l; cf.
Huie, p.131).

According to Ray's admission to author Huie, Ray - April 4,
drove south into Mississippi and then turned east through 1968
Birmingham reaching Atlanta about 6a.m. on April 5th . April 5,

1968
(Huie, p.132). He abandoned the white Mustang. On the

-82- /

. HW 55509

DocId: 32199528 Page 91



= e,y

———

o o}

table in the zoom at the Atlantz rocming house, he lefc
a letter about South Africa from the John Birch Society
in California and a copy of the Free Press fram Los
Angeles to divert the FBI's attention to California -
while he fled to Canada (Huie, p.133). Ray picked up
his laundry at the Piedmont Laundry pick-up-station &t

* 1168 Peachtree N.E. in Atlanta on thé Sth of April (4697).

He then took a bus departing Atlanta just after noon on
the 5th and arrived in Cincinnati at about 1:30a.m. on
the 6th of April. After a one hour layover which he
stated he spent in a tavern near the bus depot, Ray
coritirmued by bus to Detroit where he arrived at about
8a.m. (Huie, p.135). He crossed by taxi into Canada
arriving in Windsor an hour or so before noon and

proceeded from there to Toronto by train arriving at

- about 5:00p.m. (Huie, p.135). He rented a room at

102 Ossington Averue without giving his name (5502;
Huie, p.135).

On the 8th of April Ray began the process of
securing a Canadian passport. He picked two namesg,
Paul Edward Bridgman and Ramon George Sneyd, from the
ammouncements of births in newspapers for the year

1932 at the public library (Huie, p.137). He made an
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application Ior 2 duplicate Sirth cerzificace in ezch o
these names on April 10 and on the following day had April 11,
a passport picture taken m the name of Bridgman and +%8
then to provide a separéte mailing address for the
expected replies as to Sneyd, he rented a room at - April 16,
962 Dundas Street in the name of Sneyd on April 16th 1968
(5502; Huie, p.141). On the same day he executed an
application in the name Paul Bridgman with his, Ray's
102 Ossington Avenue address as the person to be
notified in case of emergency (Huie, p.143). The
Kemmedy Travel Agency of Toronto handled the processing
of the application for Ray (5502). On the 19th Ray - April 19,
moved to the Dundas Street address (5502). 1908
The fingerprints of "Eric S. Galt" were found to April 19,
be a match with those of James Earl Ray after a search 1968
of the print file on Fugitive Felons.
According to author Huie he gleaned from Ray that
Ray visited four bars on the 2lst in order to watch the
TV show ""The FBI" (Huie, p.147). He found the show tuned
in at the fourth place he tried and learned that he had
made the Ten Most Wanted List with an international ''look-

out''as to Ray (Huie, p.147). He checked out of the
Ossington Averme room on the 19th (Huie, p.147).
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On April 24 the Canadian passport in the name of
Ramon George Sneya was issued to Ray (Huie, p.148). Ray
purchased a round trip ticket to London and departed
on May 6, 1968 (Hule, P-149). From London Ray took a
plane to Lisbon where he spent- 10 days looking for a
passege to Angela (Huie, p.150). When he was unable
to do so he' returned to London after first getting his
passport replaced at the Canadian Embassy in Lisbon to
corcect the spelling of the name Sneyd (instead of Sneya)
(5502; Huie, p.150). |

Ray returned to London and spent his time trying

" to find a way to Jom a mercenary force (Huie, p.150).

To this end he bought a plane ticket to Brussels and was

in the process of meeting his plane at the Heathrow Airport
when he was apprehended on June 8, 1968, by detectives from
New Scotland Yard (4346,4368; Huie,‘p.150—151). The arrest
was made on the basis of use of a fradulent passport and
carrying a concealed weapon, i.e., the loaded—.38 caliber
Japanese-make revolver fouﬁd on his person at Heathrow
(4346,4368; Huie, p.151).

This chronology has been campiled from data in FBI
reports and Ray's letters to author William Bradford Huie.

It was hoped by the task force that we would have an
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OPLOr-niiTy 2 20 over the facts with James Earl Ray
himself. Accordingly, after'the United States Supreme
Court denied his petition for a writ of certiorari, on
December 13, 1976, a verbal request was made to Ray's
Attorney, James H. lesar, for an opportunity to interview
Ray. Lesar stated that he was writing Ray a leﬁter that
day and would advise him of our desire to interview him
and leave the matter up to hﬁn‘(Interview of James H.
Lesar, December 14, 1976, App. B). -Also; the task force
sent Ray a letter on December 15, 1976, via his attorney
requesting an interview (See létter to James Earl Ray,
December 15, 1976, App. A, Fx.14). While no answer to
our letter was received, Ray sent the task force a copy of
a letter addressed to his attorney. Ray attached a copy
of a complaint he recently filed in a civil action and
stated in the letter to his attorney that: "I agree with
your advice oppdsing the interview. It would appear that
this would only bé in the interest of the J.D.-and their
book writing collaborators, e.g., Gerold Frank, George
McMillian, et al." (See letter to James H; Lesar, December 20,
1976, App. A, Ex.15).

Absent a statement to us fram Ray, four existing Ray

explanations were campared and are here'briefly noted.
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First, ro cne, ot’:;.e*: thaﬁ His zttornevs talked with
Ray before the plea bargaining resulted in his comviction
of the First Degree murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., and
sentencing in open court on March 10, 1969, before Judge
W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court of Shelby County,_.

| Tenneésee (See Transcript App. A, E‘x.16).‘ ‘At that time,
o voir dire, Judge Battle asked Ray:' "Are you pleading
guilty to Mirder in the First Degree in this case because
you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under such circumstances
that would make you legally guilty of Murder in the First
Degree under the law as explained to you by your lawyers?"
' Ray answered: 'Yes.'" R

Ray then acknowledged that he was pleading guilty
freely, voluntarily and understandingly. He and his
attorney, Percy Foreman, initialed the copy of these
questions and answers. Ray also signed a detailed
stipulation cdnfessihg that he fired the fatal shot (5506).

The task force observes that the onlj x&ay one can
be "legally guilty" of first degree murder is when one
accamplishes, or aids or assists in the accomplishment, of
the wrongful killing of a human being with premeditation
and malice aforethought. Thus, Ray has judicially confessed
that he intended to and did kill Dr. King.

-87-

. HW 55509 DocId:32199528 Page 96



O e

- Secnd, Ray relaced in writing to author Huie a
story of his odyssey from Missouri State Prison to Memphis
which acknowledged that he bought the murder weapon, made
his way to Manphis,'rehted the room there at 422 South
Main on April &, 1968, using the alias "John Willard,"
waited in the white Mustang, and drove ''Racul' away fram
the crime scene after the murder wholly unaware of the
killing of Dr. King. 1In this version '"Raoul", or ''Roual’,
is the mysterious killer whom Ray thought f;o be an
international gun-rurmer; Ray bought the murder weapon for
"Raoul" thinking it was to be displayed to prospective
Mexican buyers in Room 5-B of the '"flop house' on South
Main Street (Huie, p.130-131).

Third, in a statement read on a program of Station
KMOX-TV St. Louis, Missouri, in August of 1959 by his »
brother Jerry, James Earl Ray was quoted as alleging that

~ he was the immocent victim, '"the fall guy' of a scheme by

the FBI (Memphis 44-1987 Sub M-665). This description of

the crime contains no reference to Raoul.

Fourth, the most recent story available to the

task force is reported as the result of a four hour interview

by Wayne Chastain, Jr., for the Pacific News Service,

October 20, 1974. It is to the effect that Ray was '"set up
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as a patsy' rfor "Raoul." It proqeeds along the szme lines
as the ﬁale told by Ray ﬁo author Huie that there was to
be a meeting at the rooming house at 6p.m. with an
international gun rumer. Ray was instmcted by Raoul to
have the'w_hite‘Mtistang at the curb ‘fof “Raoul'é" use that
evening. Ray, however, drove away from the area at about
6:00p.m. to get air in a low tire and found police swarming
all over the place when he tried to return at 7:05p.m. He
could mot park, was turned back by police and learned only
after driving 100 miles into Mississippi that he had been

associated with the men who killed Dr. King (Thé Assassinations,

'Dailas and Beyond, Edited by Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. Hock

and Russell Stetler, Random House, 1976, pp.315;3l7).

'The task force views the exculpatory content of these
varying and patentiy self-serving tales to be unbelievable.
The varying details are materially self-refuting. Ray first
admits full guilt. He then says he waited innocently at the
cusb and took off after the shot with "Raoul" as a passenger.
He next says he was the catspaw of the FBI. And finally,
he and the Mustang were not in the area when the shot was
fired and he never saw '"Racul" after the event.

The eye witnesses to the "get away'', saw only one
man who resembled Ray. The man left in a "mrry in a white
Mistang as Ray admitted doing in version rumber two. We
concluded Ray was lying about the existence of a '"Raoul'.
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-Ray's stipulated judicial confeésion comports in
detail with the facts disclosed by the investigation and
the failure of the self-serving stories persuasively

undermines the likelihood of any conspiracy.
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2. Motiwve

James Earl Ray, born 1928, was raised under
difficult circumstances. His parents were poor, unedu-
cated and gene.fally resided in areas surrounded by
criminal activity. Ray did not achieve a hlgh school
education, nor did he attend any vocational institution¥
After enliéting -in the .army in 1946, Ray did not meet the

military's standards and was dischargéd in 19438 for lack

‘of adaptability. (HQ 44-38861-3333, 3987).

Thus, at the age of twenty-one, he had a very limited

education, was not trained or skilled at any particular job,

and was a reject of the military establishment. Thereafter,

he proceeded to participéte in and be apprehended for a

number of criminal actions for which he would be incarcerated
for fourteen of tl"xe next eighteen years until his escape fram
the Missouri State Penitentiary in April 1967. Ray's crimi.nal
activities included robbery, forgery and burglary (HQ 44-38861-
4143). He was not known to have been involved in crimes where

victims or witnesses were physically harmed.

*FBI files disclosed that James Earl Ray has an IQ of 105
(HQ 44-38861-3503).
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In March 1963, James Earl Ray was forty years

old and was never known to have had a serious relation-
ship with a man or woman during his adult life. Although
he was aBout to commit a very infamous crime of assassina-
tion, neithef his chilcihood, his military years nor his
adult life of crime %md imprisonment sigﬁaled such action.
His crmu_nal activities were not thosé of a/hired or self-
accomplished premeditated murderer. Why then would James
Earl Rayimu.rder Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.é

2An anélysis of Ray's prison records and interviews
with his prison inmates reveals some probative facts with
respect to a motive. For example, in .l955 Ray was J.ncar—

cerated in the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, i(ansas,

for forgery of post office money orders. On September 12,

1957, Ray was approved for the honor farm at Leavenworth,
but was never transferred there because he refused to live

in the integrated domitory at the farm (HQ 44-38861-1678).

Thus, he was supposedly willing to sacrifice this benefit

and its accampanying privileges to avoid association with
black pfisoners. |

An inmate with Ray at Missouri. State Penitentiary
for approximately three years, sfated that Ray hated
Negroes. He further stated that Ray had said that

all the Negro prisoners inside the penitentiary should
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be killed. He also responded that on several occasions

" Ray had said he would kill Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,

if the price were right‘. In 1966, there was a riot at
the penitentiary. Three blacks were killed. The inmate
would not state ivheﬁher Ray had participated in the
killings. He did say that, if Ray had not, he would
definitely know who had killed the prisoners. He also |

said that he would not be surprised if he acted without

being paid for the killing. It should be noted that another

priSoner who was a chef at MSP and Ray's boss for six years,

stated that this inmate was a good friend of Ray and he also

hated Negroes. (HQ 44-38861-4443).

A second inmate with Ray at the Missouri State
Penitentiary fram 1960 until 1965, claimed that he
recalls that Ray was glad when President Kennedy was killed
and. stated ‘fthat; is one nigger—loving S.0.B that got shot”.
The prisoner also advised that Ray disliked Negroes. During

the time period when King was leading demonstrations and

‘marches Ray would became aggravated and upset when reading

this information in néwspapers,to the point that he would

~curse King and the Negroes. He further stated he had heard

prison rumors that Ray was supposed to have killed three

black prisoners at the penitentiary. Finally, he related
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that in 1262 Ray made the ramark :hat he was Joing to
get Martin Luther King when he got out of prison.
(HQ 44-38861-2678, 2791). | |

A third inmate at MSP from 1962 wntil 1965,
described Ray as a "lone wolf" who never trusted
anyone. He stated that Ray was a racist and was heard
many times discussing his dislike of Negroes. Another
prisoner became acquainted with Ray in 1965 and said that
Ray camented if he ewver got out of jail he was going to
make himself a "bunch of meney," and Ray further said a
"Businessmen's Association" had offered $100,000 for
killing Martin Luther King. This priséner said that
Ray did not know what the "Buéinessmen's Association"
was, but he intended to find out. (HQ 44-38861-4143).

A cellmate with Ray in 1955 at Kansas City who
later served prison time with Ray at Leévenworth, Kansas,
was also incarcerated with Ray at Qéﬁ. He stated that
during the period when President Kennedy was assassinated
the movements of Dr. Martin Luéher King became the topic
of conversétion at the penitentiary. Many prisoners heard
that businessmen had raised a considerable anoﬁnt of money,
about one million dollars, as a bounty on King's head. He
further stated that Ray mentioned a dozen times that had he
known about the bounty on John F. Kennedy's head and

had he been free he would have collected it; and, if he
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got out i_; time and King were st_ll alive, he wculd get
the bounty on King (HQ 44-38861-4143). A prisoner
wl;;o was at MSP from 1958 through 1965 stated Ray did
not l_ike Negroes and was ‘capa.ble of killing Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-4143).

Ray's _péychological background is also & very
important avenue of review. As a result of a voluntary
psychiatric examination in 1966, Ray was described as
having a sociopathic personality, antisocial type with
anxj_.ety and depressive features (HQ 44-38361-3:505). In
1954, a prison sociologist stated that Ray'-s de:linquencies
seem due to impulsive behavior, especially whe_n drinking
(HQ 44-38861-3335). These characteristics and camments
about Ray support the opinion of psychologist Dr. Mark
Freemap. While Ray was in Los Angeles he was a patient
of Dr. Freeman. Dr. Freeman ‘believes that Ray was potentially
capable of assassination, was a self-motivated person who
could ac£ alone, and likely fantasized on being samecne

important.

There were two matters involving Ray and blacks
while outside prison which shed same light on whether his
hatred of blacks and need for importance and profit could

have motivated him to murder. While in Mexico in the fall
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of 1967, Rav assccilatad with a:PExican wCman, Irmé
Morales, in the City of Puerto Vallarta. Morales admitted
spending considerable time with him and recalls an incident
that took place on Sunday, October 29th. She and Ray were
seated at a table in a bar and were drinking when four
blacks and several white persons arrived and were seated
at another table. She stated that Ray kept goading the
blacks for some reason. Thereafter, Ray left his table
to go to his car, and when he returned he asked her to
feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his
pocket. Ray-stated to Morales that he Wanted to kill the
blacks. He then continued té be insulting and when the
blacks left he stated he wanted to go after them. Morales,
however, told him it was time for the police to arrive to
check thé establishment and Ray stated he wanted nothing to
do with the police, thereby temminating the incident (HQ 44-
38861-2073) .

A second incident took place during Ray's stay in
Los Angeles. James E. Morrison, a bartender at the Rabbit's
Foot Club ﬁhere, identified Ray as a frequent custamer.
Morrison said that on one occasion Ray became-engaged in a
political discussion with him regarding Robert Kennedy and
George Wallace. Ray became rather incensed and vehemently

supported Wallace. On another occasion, Ray had had a

-06-

HW 55509

DocId: 32199528 Page 105 '




C O
discussion with Pat Goodsell, a frequént female custormer,
concerning blacks and the civil rights moveﬁent. Ray became
very imvolved and began dragging Goodsell towardg the door
saying, "I'll drop you off in Watts énd we'il see how you
Like it there'' (HQ 44-38861-3557). Ray then supposedly went
outside and had to fight two persons, one being black (Ruie,
pp. 96-98). . '

Thus, it seems clear that Ray openly displayed a
strong racist attitude towards blacks. While in prison,
Ray stated he would kill Dr. King if given the opportunity
and Ray was preparéd to threaten or attack black persons
in Puerto Vallaita, Mexico, with a weapon for apparently
a racial reason. These events and occurrences leading to
the assassination of Dr. King and the assassination itself
certainly do not illustrate a single, conclusive motive.
Yet, Ray's apparent hatred for the civil rights ubvement,
his possible yearning for recognition, and a desire for a
potential quick profit may have, as a whole, provided

sufficient impetus for him to act, and to act alone.

3. Sources Of Funds

_ Shortly after the search for'Ray began, it was
fecognized that he had traveled extensively following his

escape from the Missouri Penitentiary. Moreover, in addition
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to normel living expenses, Ray nad zace sevéd sub~-
stantial purchases, e.g., cars, photo equipment, dance
lessons (See, List of known expenditures, App‘. A, Ex. 4).
These expmditirres suggested that he had financial assist-
ance and henice possible co-conspirators. Therefore, the
Bureau was particularly interested in determining his
sources of income. On April 23, 1968, the Director advised
all field divisions to consider Ray as a suspect in any
unsolved bank robberies, burglaries or armed robberies
occurring after April 23, 1967. The results were negative.
On April 29, 1968, the Director in a teletype to

all SAC's ordered that all law enforcement agencies which

i maintained unidentified 1atent fingerprints be contacted
and requested that fingerprints of Ray be compared in order

" to determine his past whereabouts and pés'sibly establish

his source of funds. Again, negative results were obtained.

The Director, on May 14, 1968, reminded all field divisions

that Ray had spent a considerable amount of money from April

23, 1967 wntil April 4, 1968, and advised that a source for

I

these mom.es had not been determined. The Director ordered
that photographs of Ray be displayed to appropriate witmesses
in unsolved bank robberies and bark burglaries. These efforts
and all others to date, with one exception, have proved

‘ fruitless .
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As a result of one of Huie's Look articles, the
Bureau did ascertain that Ray had been employed at a
restaurant in Wirmetka, Illinois, for apﬁroximately eight
weeks. As a dishwasher and cook'’s helper, Ray had received
checks totaling $664 from May 7, 1967 through June 25, 1967

(See, List of known income, App. A, Ex. 5). This is the
only known source of income f_oi' Ray- following his prison
escape. Reports from the Royal Canadian Mounted Pol;ii:ce
indicated no known robberies or burglaries which could be
! cormected with Ray, nor did Mexican authorities notify
the Bureau of any criminal activity which could be associ-
ated with Ray. The Bureau investigated the possibility
- that Ray participated in a bank robbery at Altor:, Illinois,
in 1967, but it was established that he was not.a partici-

pant.

Ray related to author Huie that he robbed a food

" store in Canada, and that an individual named ''Raoul'

midertak:ings. These matters were actively pursued by the
"1 Bureau but have never been corroborated by them. Nor have
! they been corroborated by private inquiries of writers and
journalists. It is the Bureau's opinion that Ray most likely
comnitted on a periodic basis several robberies or.burglaries

during this period in order to support himself. Ray's criminal
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background does- lend credences to this theory.

The task force interviewed Ray's brother, Jerry
Ray (See, Interview of Jerry Ray, Décenber 20, 1976, App.
B). He stated that to his knowledge family members did
not provide James with any fimds. Jerry admitted he met
with his brother two or three times during his employment
at the Wimnetka restaurant and advised that he, not James,

paid for their eating and drinking expenses. However,

when Jerry again saw his brother on his return from Canada

in August, 1967, James did have some money because it was

he who paid for their expenses which included a motel room.

| Jerry added that James also gave him his car commenting

that he would purchase a more expensive car in Alabama.
Jerry stated he was unaware of where his brother had
obtained his money as well as the amount of money he had
at this time. |

Accordingly, the sources for Ray's funds still

remain a mystery today.
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4. Familvy Concacts and Assistance

Our review of the files‘indicatgd that the FBI
had no hard evidence linking -James Ray to any conspiracy
to kill Dr. King. Absent such evidence, the Bureau
apparently discounted the significance of any contact
" between Ray and his-family. As the Chicago case agent
toid us,.it is not unusual for a fugitive or a person
who has conmitted a given crime to bé in touch with
family members. While such contact may render the actions
of the family member criminally liable; it is rot generally
pursued absent some evidenée of direct participation in the
crime. o |
| However, m light of the fact that é. good deal
of mystery still surrounds James Ray and the assassination,
particularly the means by which he fma:nced his llfe style
_ and travels, we conc]uded that on the basis of the infor-
mation wh:Lch was wncovered, the Bureau should have pursued
this line of the investigation more thoroughly.
The cormection of the Ray family to the crime against
Dr. King may have been nonexistent. This does not alter the
- fact, however, that the FBI discovered that the subject of
the largest ma:hmt in history had been aided in his fugitive
status by at least one family member . This and other facts
suggestlve of family assistance became clear as the Bureau's

investigation progressed.
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irst, Jenn and Jerry Ray had significant contacts
with James while he was in Missouri State Penitentiary
(MSP) at Jefferson City, Missduri. Jerry Ray visited
James three or four tJ.mes and had bomvéd money fram
James on at least éne occasion during his confinement
(Chicago 44-1144 Sub G-17). | John Ray visited of af.tanpted
to visit James Ray while at MSP on at least nine oécasions.
The last visit took place on April 22, 1967, the day before
Ray escaped (HQ 44-338861-4503). The Bureau also discovered
that while in prison at IVSP James Ray haa a fellow inmate
send a money order to a fictiti;ﬁs campany (Albeft J. Pepper
Stationary Co;) in St. Louis, Missouri. The money was sent
to the address of Cérol Pepper (sister and buéiness partner
of John Ray) where she resided with her husband Albert.
James Ray had told the inmate who sent vthe nbhey that it was
a way of getting money out of the prison (HQ 44-38861-2614) .
Second, James Earl Ray was seen by séve_ral people in
koth the St. Louis and Chicago areas during the period
immediately after his escape. In St. LOlllS (where John
Ray was living) two former inmates at MSP, stated that they

had seen James Ray on separate occasions. One stated that

he had seen Ray three times between May 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas

City, 44-760-786). The other saw Ray entering a bank with

Jimmie Owens and spcke briefly with Ray as they entered
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(HQ 44-38861-3483). 1In the Chicago area where Jerry Ray

was living, the Bureau discovered that James Ray had

 purchased a car on Jume 5, 1967 (Chicago, 44-1114 Sub D
"Ex. 85) and had worked in Wirmetka, Illinois. Ray's

employers also told Bureau agents: that James: Ray had

received several calls fram a man claiming to be Ray's

‘brother immediately prior to James' departure from his

'job. They stated that these calls had a visibly disturbing

effect on James Ray (Chicago 44-1114 Sub G-37). Jerry
Raynes, father of the Ray brothers, told the FBI that he
overheard John and Jerry mention that James had been in
Chicago during the éum’er of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508).
Third, in California, the FBI discovered two facts
which pointed toward possible contact between James Ray
and his brothers. R:Lchard Gonzales who was a fellow
student with Ray at the bartending school in Los Angeles
told Bureau agents that Ray had told him upon completion
of the course that he (Ray) was going to visit a brother
in Birmingham for two weeks (HQ 44-38861-1233). The FBI
also interviewed Marie Martin, cousin of Charles Stein.
She stated that for some time before March 17, 1968, (the
date when Ray lgft Los Angeies) James Ray had been stating

that he was in need of funds and was waiting for his brother

to send him some money.
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Fourth, throuch an informant the Bureau disccverszd

that Jerry Ray may not have been entirely candid with the
special agents during his several interviews. The infomaht
disclosed to Bureau agents an June 7, 1968, that Jeiry Ray
stated he had seen his brother (James) at least once at .a
pre-arranged meeting place in St. Louis shortly after his
escape. Jerry also allegedly stated to the infonnan.t that
he had recognized the photogragh of Eric Starvo Galt as
being identical with his brother James prior to the time
the FBI had first contacted him in. connection with the
assassination. He did not want to tell the FBI everything
he knew out of fear that James would be caught. (HQ 44-38861-
4594.,) ‘

Correspondence recovered by ttule Bureau indicated
that Je.ﬁy may have heard from James in Canada in June of
1968 (HQ 44-38861-4517 and 4518). James Ray was in Canada
during April and May of 1968 prior to his departure for
London on May 7, 1968 (HQ 44—38861—4595) . It is also noted
that Jerry had earlier told agents that he had received mail

from James, while James was in prison, at Post Office Box 22
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Wheeling, Illinois (Chicago 44-114 Sup G-26).

| Finally, in November, 19%8 it became clear that .
James Ray had been 1n touch with his brother Jerry. Illinois
motor vehicle recorsds showed that on August 25, 1967 James
Ray (using the namé of John L; Rayns) &msfened’ﬁs 1962
Plymouth to Jerry (HO 44-38861-5413). This was during. the
period when James Ray was making his way fram Cénada to
Bimmingham, Alabama. It ﬁas ccntinued to be a mystery
as to why Ray went .;to‘Alabama, héw he traveled there, and
where he obtained the several tﬁousand doliars he had when
'1;1e arrived. |

Thus, at leaist one f_émily menber, Jerry, had lied

té the FBI and had became subject to federal criminal charges
far aiding a fugitive. He was never confronted with these
facts by the Bureau. In the task force interview of Jerry
Ray, he confirmed the fact that he had lied to the Bureau and
had seen his brother James 6n several occasions. */ Jerry
denied knowing anything about James' travels or his source
of func_is (Interview'. of Jerry Ray, December 20, 1976, App. B).

However, the task force found the éredibility of Jerry's

*/ The task force attempted to talk to James and John Ray
but an interview was refused in both instances.
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cenials o be suspect. In light of this 410;;. credibilicy

and critical passé.ge of time which has al.lowed the statute
of Linitations to rn, we concluded that the FBI sbandondd”  *
a 51gm.f1cant opportunity to obtain answers fram family

members concerning some of the J.mportant questlons about

James Earl Ray whlch still remain.

D. Critical Evaluation Of The Assassination. Investigation

As this report reflects, there was a wealth of
information in the files developed by the FBI rm:r:le
investigation. We have been able to dig up some additional
data. Only a small part of any. of this informti(m has
been made a matter of any official public;‘recqrd._ Some of
it was embodied in the stipulation agreecf to by James Earl
Ray and judicially acknowledged in open court by him (with
a stated reservation as to agreeing to the wording indicating
a lack of a conspiracy). Some emerged in Ray's post-corviction
efforts to gét a new trial. A quantity of the "Lmofficiai"
evidentiary data and a great deal of mis- mformatlon was
gleaned by the news ‘media and by profess:.onal writers. It
is understandable therefore that many suspicions have been
generated and, because of Justice Deﬁl)armxent rules against
disclosures of raw investigative files, have gone unanswered.

First, the task force has ‘conciuded that the irvesti-

gation by the E_'BI to ascertain and capture the mmrderer of
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was thoroughly, honestly
and successfully conducted. 'We:subm‘it.: ﬁhat the mirute
details compacted in this report amplysupport t.hlS con-
clusion. o

At the very outset of the iﬁVestigation telegrams
went to all field offices of the Bureau instfuct;jrlg the |
Special Agents in Charge to take personal supervision of
the iﬁvestigation, to check out all leads in 24 hours, and
noting that they would be held personally responsible.
(HQ 44-38861-153) . The Files we reviewed show that this
directi\}e was- conscientiously followed. The Bureau sought
first to identify and locate the murderer uémg the obvious
leads. They checked out aliases, tracked the traces left
under the Galt alias, and used the known fingerprints from
the muirder weapon and the contents of the Elue zipper bag
left on South Main Street to eliminate suspects. This
backtracking ended in Atlanta. At fhis point the Bureau
initiated a check of the crime site fingerprints against
the white male "wanted fugitive' print file. This produced
the almost "instant" discovery that the wanted man, Galt,
was James Earl Ray, an escapee from Missoﬁri State Prison.
Tn fact the "instant' discovery was a tedious hand search
started in a file of same 20,000 prints. That it took only

two hours to make a match is said by the Bureau experts to
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be largely sheer luck; it could have taken days. We _
accept thé explanation that the fingerprint search was a
rormal next resort after nommal lead procedures were
exhausted.

Second, the task force views the evidence pointing
to the guilt of James Earl Ray as the man who purchased
the mwrder gun and who fired the fatal shot to be conclusive.l

It was possible for the task force to create a well
c_loa.mented history of James Earl Ray from the moment of
his escape to his capture in England, using ‘the inveéti-.gatlion
reports in the FBI files and to corroborate and £ill in
essentlal details w1th Ray's own stata‘nents (admissions)
in his letters to author William Bradford Huie. From this
chronology, from the laboratory proof, and fram Ray's
Judicial admissions it was conclrﬁed that he was the assassin

3

and that he acted alone. We saw no credible evidence pro-

- bative of the possibility that Ray and any co-conspirator

were together at the scene of the assassination. Ray's
assertions that someone else pulled the trigger ér‘e so
patently self-serving and so varied as to be wholly unbeliev-
able. They become, in fact, a part of the evidence of his
guilt by self-refutation.

Third, we found that conspiracy leads (aliunde Ray's

versions) had been conscientiously run down by the FBI even
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though they had no possiBle relation to Ray's stories
or to the kncm facts. .'I.‘he results were negative.

We foxmdvno evidence of any complicity ort the part
of the Memphis Police Department or of the FBI.

We aéhuwledge that proof of the negative, i.e.,
proof that others were not irvolved, is here as elusive
and difficult as it has universally been in criminal law.
But the sum of all of the evidence of Ray's guilt points
to him so- exclusively that it most effectively makes the
point that no one else was involved. Of cov.lJ.rsen someone
ocould conéeivably have provided him with logistics, or |
even paid him to cammt the crime. However, we have |
found no competent evidence upon which fo base such a
theory. | _

Fourth, it is txrue that the task force uiearthed
some new data - Adata which answers some persistent questions
and which the FBI did not seek. But the Bureau concentfated
on the principal in the case and muc:h was not considered
important to his discovery and apprehension. We find no
dishonesty in this. A lead suggesting that one or both
of James Earl Ray's brothers were in contact with him after,
and in aid of, his escape in 1967 from the Mj.ssomi State
Prison, and before the murdei: of Dr. King, was not followed.
It was not unearthed until after Ray's capture in England
6n June 8, 1968; it was then apparently deemed a lead made
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sterile by supervening eVents.' By hindsight the task
force believes Jerry and John Ray could have been
¢=ffect1vely interrogated further to learn thelr knowledge,
if any, of James Earl Ray's plans, his finances and whether
they helped him after King's death.

Finally, the task force observed instances of FBI
headquarter's reluctance to provide the Civil Rights
Division and the Attorney General with timely reports on
the course of the murder investigation. For exanple,
early in the investigation in a reaction to a press report
of Attorney General Clark's expectation of makmg a progress
report to the nation, FBI Director Hoover wrote: 'We are
rot going to make any progress reports' (HQ 44-38861-1061).

The Bureau files reflect a significant degree of
disdain for the supervisory responsibilities of the Attorney
General and the operating Divisions of the Department-. For
example, the Attorney General authorized the institution of
prosecutive action against the suspect ''Galt" (Birnﬁngham
Z«-4-1740-1005'). But then, apparently without further consul-
tation with the Attorney General or the Civil Righté
Division, the Bureau prepared and filed a criminal complaint,
The Bureau selected Birmingham as the venue in which to
file the complaint in preference to Memphis because the

Bureau ''could not rely on the U.S. Attorney at Memphis'
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and 'would lose control of_,the‘ situation' (HQ 44-38861-1555).

'The Bureau scenario called for then advising the Attorney

General "'that circumstances have required the action taken"

| (HQ 44-38861-1555).

We submit that in this sensitive case the Departmental
officialé in Washington should have been consulted.

As another example, at the exfradition stage of the
case, marked discourtesy was exhibited to the Attorﬁey
Generalr and to Assistant Attornef General Fred Vinson. In

a telephone discussion with the Attorney General who

. complained of being "kept in the dark', an Assistant to

. the Director accused the Attorney General of falsifications

and '"hung up the phone''. Again, when Assistant Attormey
General Vinson was detailed to England to arrange for the
extradition of James Earl Ray, the Legal Attache was ordered
to be ''diplomatic but firm with Vinson and thar: under no
circumstances should Vinson be allowed to push our personnel
around’' (HQ 44-38861-4447).

The task force views this lack of coordination and
cooperation as highly improper. The Attorney General and
the Division of the Department having prosecutorial |
responsibility for an offense being investigated should be

kept fully aBreast of developments. The responsible
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Division, moreover, should have sufficient control of the
Bureau's investigations to insure that the legal necessities
of pleading and proof are met.

In fairness to the Bureau it has to be observed

that it is the obligation of the Department to insist on

these perogatives. We do not think it effectively did so

, in the King murder case.
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III. THE SECCRITY INVESTIGATION

A. FBI Surveillance And Harassment Of Dr. King

1. Initiation of Technical Surveillance and
COINTELPRO Type Activities

In order to reconstruct thé actiéns takeri by
mexbers of the FBI toward Dr. King, the task force
scrutinized the basis for the initiation by the Bureau
of any action with respect to Dr. King. During the review
it was revealed that on May 22, 1961, Mr. Alex Rosen, then
Assistant Director of the General Investigative Division
(Division 6), advised Director Hoover in an infermation
memorandum, per his request on Dr. King and four other
individuals in cormection with the ''Freedom Riders," |
that "King has not been investigated by the FBI' (Memo
from Scatterday to Rosen, May 22, 1961, App. A, Ex. 7).
The memorandum contained few references on Dr. King. The
Director commented, with regard to the omission of a subject
matter irvestigation on Dr. King: 'Why not?'" The substance
of the report was forwarded to Attorney General Kennedy, and
the FBI did not pursue the King matter at this time. Thus,
FBI persommel did not have nardid they assume a personal
interest in the activities of Dr. King through May, 1961.

Furthermore, in 1961, information in the Bureau files on
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Dr. King had only been gleaned from sporadic reports,
and this particular report to the Director was provided
by Division 6 which had responsibility for civil rights
maiters. ‘

In the begimming of 1962, the FBI started and

rapidly continued to gravitate toward Dr. King. The

sequence of events has already béen reported in some

detail by the Senate Select Committee as well as in the

Robert Murphy Report which you received in March, 1976.

The task force in its review of pertinent documents con-

fi:ms these reports.

; In essence, the Director commmicated to Attorney
General Kemmedy during 1962 and 1963 a host of memoranda
cm1céming the interest of the Commmist Party in the |

} civil rights movement, and, in particular, Dr. King's

- relationship with two frequently consulted advisers whom

the FBI had tabbed as members of the Commumist Party. As
a result of the deep mﬁerest in civ_ii rights affairs by the
Attorney General and by the Kennedy Ackninistration, these FBI
L reports had the effect of alarming Robert Kemmedy and affecting
his decisions on the national level. )
The net effect of the Bureau memoranda nearly

culminated in the summer of 1963 when Attorney General
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Kennedy suggested consideration of technical surveillance
on King and the SCLC (HQ 100-106670-3631). Previously,

the bulk of FBI intelligence on Dr. King was secured by
technical surveillance of one éf his advisors and from
informants close to his associates. | However, when Attorney

General Kermmedy was confronted shortly theréafter with the

" Director's request for such surveillances, he reconsidered

‘his suggestion and denied the request (HQ 100-106670-165,

171). Attorney General Kemmedy as well as several other
Department officials were sincerely concerned with King's
association with alleged.commmist members since proposed
civil rights legislation was then very vulnerable to the
attack that commmists were influencing the direction of the
civil rights movement. Yet, an affirmative program to
gather intelligence W.Lth King as the subject was still
considered ill-advised. However, a significant turm of
events within the circles of the FBI hierarchy would soon

reverse the Attorney General's decision, and without his

- knowledge the FBI would also launch an illegal counter-

intelligence program directed to discredit and neutralize
the civil rights leader. -

Director Hoover's demeanor toward Dr. King has been
well ﬁublicized and is summarized below. Certainly, as

the task force determined, this played a vital role in
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FBL affairs, as did tne Director's attitude toward the
Commmist Party. On August 23, 1963, then Assistant
Director of the Domestic Lntelligeﬁce Division, William

C. Suliivan, pursuant to the Director's request, presented

A seventy-page analysis of explbitation and influence by

he Commmnist Party on the American Negro population since
1919 (HQ 100-3-116-253X). This report and Mr. Sullivan's
synopsis éhowed a failure of the Commmist Party in achiévi.ng
any sigfﬁficant inroads into tl';e Negro population and the |
<:ivi'l rights movement. Director Hoover responded: |

"This memo reminds me vividly

of those I received when Castro
took over Cuba. You contended -
then that Castro and his cochorts
were not Commmists and not
influenced by Commmists... Time
alone proved you wrong. I for

one can't ignore the memos

as having only an infinitesimal
effect on the efforts to exploit the
American Negro by Commmists' (HQ 100-
3-116-253X).

The Director's camment had a resounding effect
on Mr. Sullivan. Seven days later, he replied:

""The Director is correct. We
were campletely wrong about
believing the evidence was not
sufficient to determine some
years ago that Fidel Castro was
not a commmist or under commmist
influence. In investigating and
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writing about commumism and the
American Negro, we had better
remember this and profit by the
lesson it should teach us.”" @Memo

. from Sullivan to Belmont, August
30, 1963, App. A, Ex. 8).

Even more importantly, Mr. Sullivan also said -
in response to the action that he now believed was
necessitated in determining commmist influence in the
civil rights movement:
"Therefore, it may be unrealistic
to limit ourselves as we have been
doing to legalistic proof or definite-
1y conclusive evidence that would
stand up in testimony in court or
before Congressional committees that
the Cormmist Party, USA, does wield
substantial influence over Negroes |
which one day could became decisive.'
(idem.)
The FBI hierarchy had no writte:n‘ comments on this memo-
randum either supporting or negating the Assistant Director's
proposed line of action.
Then, in September, 1963, Mr. Sullivan recommended
"increased coverage of ccmmmlst influence on the Negro'

(Memo from Baumgardner to Sulllvan, ‘September 16, 1963,

App. A, Ex. 9). The Director refused and cogmented:

"No I can't understand how you

can so agilely switch your think-
ing and evaluation. Just a few .
weeks ago you contended that the
Comumnist influence in the racial
movement was ineffective and infin-
itesimal. This - notwithstanding
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many Temos or specific instances

of infilcracion, Now you want

to load the field down with more

coverage in spite of your recent

memo depreciating CP influence

in racial movement. I don't intend

to waste time and money wntil you

can make up your minds what the

situation really is" (idem.)
In comrenting on a cover memo to the above Sullivan
request, Director Hoover also stated, "I have certainly
been misled by previous memos which clearly showed
commmist penetration of the racial movement. The
attached is contradictory of all that. We are wasting
manpower and money invéstigating CP effect in racial
movement if the attached is correct' (Memo for the Director
fram Tolson, September 18, 1963, App. A, Ex. 10).

By now the Domestic Intelligence Division was
feeling the full weight of the Director's dissatisfaction
with their work product. Mr. Sullivan again replied on
September 25, 1963, in a humble‘nanner that Division 5
had failed in its interpretation of comumnist infiltration
in the Negro movement (Memo fram Sullivan to Belmont,
September 25, 1963, App. A, Ex. 11). The Assistant Director
asked the Director's forgiveness and requested.the oppor-
tunity to approach this grave matter in the light of the

Director's interpretation. Director Hoover sanctioned

this request but again reprimanded Mr.. Sullivan for stating
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that comunist infiltration "has not reached the point
6f control or domination." The Director cutiy_écmmented
that "Certainiy this is not true with respect to the
King corhe’cti’on" (1dan) One could now foresee that
Dr. King would be closely watched by FBI persomel.

| In October, 1963, the Difector forwarded a request

to the Attorney General for technical surveillance of

Dr. King's residence and the SCLC office in New York City.

This time the FBI received authorization for tectmical
surveillance and it was instituted almost immediately.
In addition, the FBI had prepared a new analysis on

comumist involvement in the Negro movement (Communism

and- the Negro Movement, October 16, 1963, App. A, Ex. 12).

A cover memorandum of this analysis written by Assistant
to the Director A.H. Belmont to Associate Director Clyde

A. Tolson reads:

""The attached analysis of Communism
and the Negro Movement is highly
explosive. It can be regarded as a
personal attack on Martin Luther
King. There is no doubt it will
have a heavy impact on the Attorney
General and anyone else to whom we
disseminate it ... This memorandum’
may startle the Attorney General,
particularly in view of his past
association with King, and the fact
that we are disseminating this out-
side the Department'' (Memo from
Belmont to Tolson, October 17, 1963
App. A, Ex. 13).

/

}.
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To the latter part, the Director wrote, 'We musc do our

duty." Mr. Belmont further said:

, "Nevertheless, the memorandum is a
{1 powerful warning against Commmist
f influence in the Negro movement ..."
! . _
i The Director issued his feeling to this position and
] added, "I am glad that you recognize at last that there

1 ' exists such influence."
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2. Predicate for the Security Investigation

The security investigation of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
was predicated on the belief that they were under the |

influence of the Commumist Party, United States of America

. (CPUSA). 'The basis for this belief was that Dr. King relied

upon one particular advisor who was tabbed by the FBI as a
ranking Commmist Party member (HQ 100-392452-133).

This characterization of the advisor was provided by

sources the Bureau considered reliable. The task force was

privy to this characterization through both our file feview
and our September 2, 1976, conference with representatives
of the Bureau's Intelligeﬁce Division. For security
purposes the sources were not-fully identified to the
task force. Therefore, the veracity of the sources and the
characterization are femaining questions.

The advisor's relationship to King and the SCLC
is amply evidenced in the files and the task force
concludes that he was a most trusted advisor. The files
are replete with instances of his counseling King and

his organization on matters pertaining to organization,
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finance, political strategy and speech writing. Some
examples follow:

The advisor organized, in King's name, a fund
raising society (HQ 100-106670-47, 48). This organization
and the SCIC were in large measure financed by concerts
arranged by this person (HQ 100-106670-30). He also
lent counsel to King and the SCIC on the tax consequences
of charitable gifts. v

On political strategy, he suggested King make a
public statement calling for the appointment of a black
to the Supreme Court (HQ 100-106670-32, 33). This. person
advised against accepting a movie offer from a movie
director and against épproaching Attorney General Kermedy
on behalf of a labor leader (HQ 100-106670-24). 1In each
instance his advice was accepted. |

King's speech before the AFL-CIO National Convention
in December, 1961 was written by this advisor (HQ 100-392452-
131). He also i)repared King's May 1962 speech before the
United Packing House Workers Convention (HQ 100-106670-119).
In 1965 he prepared responses to press questions directed
to Dr. King from a Los Angeles radio station regarding
the Los Angeles racial riots and from the "New York Times'"'

regarding the Vietnam War.

-122-

HW 55509

DocId: 32199528 Page 131 ‘



C O

The relationship between Klngand his advisor,
as indicated, is clear to the task force.” What is not
clear is whether this relationship ought to have been
considered either a possible national séctrrity threat or
CPUSA directed.  We conclude that justification may have
existed for the opening of King's sectn:ity investigation
but its protracted continuation was trmarranted.

Our conclusion that the investigation's opening
may have been justified is primarily based on memoranda,
summarized below, written during the first six months of

1962. It is pointed out that in October, 1962 the Bureau

ordered the COMINFIL SCLC investigation (HQ 100-438794-9) .

In January the Director wrote the Attorney General
and told him that one of King's advisors was a co&ﬁnmist.
At this time he also pointed out that the advisor wrote
King's December, 1961 AFL-CIO speech and assisted King in
SCLC matters (HQ 100-392452-131).

In March the Attorney General was advised that a

March 3, 1962 issue of "'The Nation'' magazine carried an
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article critical of the administration's handling of .
civil rights. The article was ostensibly written by
Martin Luther King but in fact the true author was
another advisor characterized by the FBI as a ranking
member of the Commmist Party (HQ 100-106670-30, 31).

In May the Attorney Genéral learned that the CPUSA
considered King and the SCLC its most important work because
the Kemmedy Administration was politicélly dependent upon
King (HQ 100-106670-58).

Lastly, in June, 1962 the Attorney General became
aware that King's alleged Commmist advisor had recommended
the second ranking Commumnist to be oné of King's-‘principal
assistants fHQ 100-106670-79, 80). Later King accepted
the recommendation. |

| The conclusion that the investigation's continuance
was unwarranted is based on the following task force finding:

The Bureau to date has no evidence whatsoever that
Dr. King was ever a connmnist'or affiliated with the CPUSA.
This was so stated to us by representatives of the Bureau's
Intelligence Division during our September 2,.1976 conference.
This admission is supported by our perusal of files, which
included informants' memoranda and physical, microphone and
telephone surveillance mémoranda, in which we found no such

indication concerning Dr. King.
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The Bureau provided us with no documentation
that the SCLC under Dr. King was anything other than a
legitimate organization devoted to the civil righté move-
ment. | |

The Bureau files that we examined lacked eny infor-

mation that the alleged Conrmmisté' advice was dictated by

the CPUSA or inimical to the interests of bthe United States.

Indeed, in early 1963 the Bureau learned thrdugh reliable
sources the principal advisor had disassociated himself
from the CPUSA. His reason was theICPUSA was not: suffi-
ciently involving itself :Ln race relations and the civil
rights movenent (HQ 100-392452-195). |

3. King-Hoover Dispute

The flames of Director Hoover's antipathy _féf'
Dr. King were fanned into open hostility in laﬁe i§62 -when
Dr. King criticized the Bureau's performance during an
investigation of a raéial di.stu:‘cban'ce in Albany, Georgia.
Efforts to interview King by thé Bureau were not succéssful
(HQ 157-6-2-965) and the matter lay donﬁant for a time.

The contro§ersy was publicly rekiﬁdled"in early 1964
when the Director testified before a House appropriations

subcommittee that he believed commumist influence existed
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in the Negro movement. King countered by accusing the
Director of ahettiﬁg racists and right wingers (RQ 100-3
116-1291). During November of 1964, the Director told

a group of Washington women reporters that King was ''the
most notorious liar in the country." A week later, Director
Hoover referred to "sexual degenerates in pressure groups'
in a speech at Loyola University (HQ 162-7827-16) .

Dr. King and his immediate staff requested a meeting
with Director Hoover to clear up the misunderstanding. The
meeting was held on December 1, 1964. %ver claimed that
"he had taken the ball away from King at the begiming,"
explaining the Bureau's function and doing most of the
talking. On the other hand, King apologized for remarks
attributed to him and praised the work of ti'le Bureau. Thus,
an uneasy truce was mumﬁarily reached. (HQ 100-106670-563,
607.)

However, the controversy flared again when a letter
was circulated by the Southern 'Christian Educational Fund
(SCEF) which referred to the criticism of Dr. K:Lng by the
Director and urged the recipients of the letter to write
or wire the President to remove Hoover from office. In a

memo from Sullivan to Belmont on December 14, 1964, Sullivan
stated:
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"In yiew of this sicuation, rezlism
makes it mmczatory that we take every
prudent step that we can take to emerge
completely v-ctor_lous_ly in this conflic t.
We should not take any ineffective or
half-way measures, nor blind ocurselves
to the realities of the situation.'

(HQ 100-106670-627.)

We believe the persistent controversy between Dr.
King and Director Hoover was a major factor in the Bureau's

determination to discredit Dr. King and ultimately destroy

| his leadership role in the civil rights movement,

4, Technical Surveillance

Our review of FBI files and interviews with Bureau

persommel substantially confirms with a few additions the
findings which have already been reported by Mr. Murphy

and the Senate Select Commii ttee on Intelligence with respect '

to the electronic surveillance of Dr. King and his associates.
We found that some microphone surveillances were

installed in New York City against Dr. King and his associates

which have not thus far been reported. These installations

were as follows:

Americana Hotel (HQ 100-106670-2224, 4048)
4/2-3/65 ( synbol)

6/3-3/65 ( symbol) .

1/21-24/66 (no synbol)

Sheraton Atlantic (NY 100-136585 Sub-Files 7-8)
12/10-11/65 (synbol)

! New York Hilton (NY 100- 136585 Sub Files 11-12)
| 10/25-27/65 (symbol)
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All of these installations with the exception of -=
the placement at the Americana Hotel in Jaruary, 1966
appear to have been umproductive either because Dr. King
did not reside at the hotel as plarmed or the recordings
made did not pick up any significant information.

The installation by the New York Field Office at
the Americana Hotel on Jarmuary 21, to 24, 1966, caused
some consternation within the FBI hierarchy and is
illustrative of how the Bureau apparad:s could, on rare

occasion, continue to function even contrary to the wishes

" of the Director. The instailation was made at the Americana

on Janua.fy 21, 1966, pursuant to the request of SAC Rooney
in New York. Assistant Director Willi@ Sullivan authorized
the coverage. Bureau files indicate that Associate
Director Clyde Tolson, upon being informed of the coverage,
wrote back on the same day in a rather perturbed fashion to
have the microphone-_ removed "at once." Tolson advised the
Director that "no one here' approved the coverage and that
he had again instructed Sullivan to have no microphone
installations without the Director's approval, Hoover
confirmed Tolson's directive. (HQ 100-106670-2224X).

No symbol mumber was ever attached to this coverage
as was the standard practice. This was apparently due to
the strong disapproval voiced by Headquarters. Yet, despite
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Hoover's orders, the coverage was maintained and a good

deal of intelligence on King's persdﬁai activities was

obtained and transcribed. These activities'éfé'}eflected

in a six page memorandun. (HQ 100-106670-4048.3

» Irrespective of the level of Bureau appr&val

which was required for electronic sﬁrveillance installa-

tions during the King years, our review feinforced the

conclusions of the Senate Select Committee thét the purposes

behind this inteiligence gathéfing became twisted. Several

instances of Bureau correspondence are instructive. Section

Chief Baumgardner in recannénding coverage of Kiﬁg in

Honolulu urged an exposure of King's "moral wéalmess"

so that he could be "for the security of the natrion, com-

pletely discredited” (HQ 100-106670 June File, Memo Baumgardner

to Sullivan, January 28, 1964). In a similar memo from

Sullivan to Belmont recommending coverage in Milwaukee at

the Schroeder Hotel, the ekpreésed purpose was to gather

information on "entertaimment' in which King might be engaging

similar to that "uncovered at the Willard Hotel" (HQ 100-

106670 June File, Meamo Sullivan to Belmont, Jaruary 17, 1964).
Director Hoover, upon being informed of the results

of the surveillance, ordered that they all bé immediately

transcribed despite Deloach's recommendation that the tran-

scribing be done later (HQ 100-106670-1024). As each of the
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flle reviews has shown portlons of sunnarles of the u
transcrlpts were w1de1y dlssemlnated among governmental
i off1c1als These dlssemlnatlons,lncluded a rather
comprehene;ve six volume transmittal by the Bureau in

? - June, 1968. This was at the apparent request of the

J Pre51dent through Special Counsel Larry Temple for all
1nformat10n concernlng Dr. Klng, 1nolud1ng the instructions
’and aporoval of former Attorney General Kennedy regardlng
the electronic survelllance of King (Memo R.'W. Smlth to
‘William Sullivan, June 2, 1968 referrlng to memo Deloach

; to Tolson, May 24, 1968 settlng forth the PreSLdent s

; request) Included w1th the transcrlpts ‘were several

) sumaries, prev1ously‘dlssemlnated, and several hundred.
pages of Bureau commmications tohthe White House from

1962 to 1968'regarding King and his aesociates. The
purpose of the White House request was not stated, but it
was the most complete accumuiation of transmitted informa-
tion on the electronic surveiflence of King which we
encountered during our review of Bureau files; The task

R ' force noted the timing of the alleged White House request

and subsequent transmittal particularly ln light of
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Director Hbgver's‘connunicétion to the Whife House on
March 26, 1968 (included in the transmittal) which
advised that Robert Kermedy had attempted to contact‘
Dr. King before ammouncing his candidacy for the
Presidency (HQ 100-106670-3262).

" The task force reviewed selected portions of all
of the transcripts in the King file as well as selected
portions of several tapes from which the.transgripts
were obtained. An inventory of the tapes reviewed is
set forth below:

1) Washington, D.C., 1/5-6/64 (Willard Hotel,
15 reels) - Reel Nos. 1-6, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 14

2) Atlanta Tape (symbol) (one reel)
3) Composite Tape 12/15/64
‘Track No. 1 - Washington, D.C. recordings
(edited version of 15 reels).
Essentially, we reviewed the tapes by listening to the
beginning, middle, and end of each tape and compared it to
the corresponding transcript. They were basically accurate
transcriptions in the sense that what was in the transcripts
was also on the tapes. However, some matefial on the tapes
was not put on the transcripts apparently because either

that portion of the recording was garbled or unclear or

it was considered wnimportant.
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Our review of the composite tape, the Atlanta

tape and the agents ha:i&wri,tt:en notes included in the

‘box with the recordings from the Willard Hotel gave an

additional indication of where the Bureau's interest

lay with respect to Dr. King. The composite tape contained

"highlights' of the fifteen reels of tape from the Willard

Hotel and appeared to consist of little more than episodes
of private conversations and activities which the Bureau

chose to extract from the original recordings. The

 Atlanta tape was obtained from the teiephone tap on the

King residence and consisted of.several of Dr. King's

conversations. Thése included conversations of Dr. Klng
with his w.Lfe regarding his personal life and had nothing
to do with his polltlcal or c1v11 rights act1v1t1es The
handwritten notes from the original Willard tapes contained .
notations as to what point in the tape a particular persé;n.al

activity or conversation took place.

5. COINTELPRO Type and Other Illegal Activities

The task fbrce has documented an extensive program
within the FBI during the years 1964 to 1968 to discredit
Dr. King. Pu:;sumt to a Bureau meeting cn.Decerribér 23, 1963
tdpla‘n a King strategy and the Sullivan proposal in January,

1964 to promote a new black leader,. ‘the FBI accelerated its
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program of disseminating derogatory information, which
was heavily fraught'ﬁith the Bureau's own characteriza-
tions of King, to various individuals and organizations
who were in critical positions vis-a-vis the civil rights
leader. Our review has essentially confirmed those already
performed by the Civil Rights Division and the Senate Select
Committee and we, therefore, do not dwell on those afeas
which they have already covered. We did find, however,
additional proposed activities against Dr. King, some of
which were approved by the Director. They are instructive
not oﬁly in revealing the extént to which the Bureau was
willing to carry its efforts but also in showing the
atmosphere among some of the rank and file which this
progranlagalnst King created.

In November, 1964, the Bureau discovered that
Dr. King was desirous of meeting with high British officials
while in England durihg King's plénned trip to Europe.
Secticn-Chief Baumgardner recommended a briefing for the
purpose of informing British officials concerning King's
purported commmist affiliations and private -life
(HO 100-106670-522, 523). Within three days the briefings
had been completed (HQ 100-106670-525, 534, 535).
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. One particular dissemination, the contents of which

_was not .revealed in the files, was apparently initiated

- and carried out personally by the Director. On January 22,

1965, the SAC in Atlanta advised Mr. Sullivan that,
pursuant to their electronic 'surjvei_l_;lance,}, the Bureau
leaz'r;xe_d that King had phoned Ralph Abernathy. and complained
that Hoover had had a méeting with a particular Atlanta

. official while in Washington attending the Inauguration.
According to King, when this official returned to

Atlanta he contacted Dr. King senior and pggéec} on a

""'good deal" of information. Accordiﬁg to Sullivan's.

memo to Belmont, Dr. King, Jr. was very upset (HQ,].OO-
106670-768). The files did not reveal any formal proposal

fc;r this briefing but Section Chief Baumgardner la;gr speculafed

that the Atlanté official was Chief of Police_Jenl_dns

since the Director had met with him on Jaruary. 18, 1965

(HQ 100-106670-780). The files do not indicate whether

the Director suggeéted that the,infqrmation be passed on
to Dr. King's father. |
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In commection with the 'postfassessination
efforts to declare a nationel holiday in memory -of
Dr King the Senate Select Corrmlttee has outlined
in its report the attempts by the Bureau to prevent
such a declaration by briefing various members of
Congress oaning's background (HQ 100-106670-3586) .
We discovered that the Bureau also sent a monographr
on King to the President and the Attorney Generai
in 1969 for thlS same purpose (HQ 100- 106670-3559) .

The Bureau s efforts to d:LscredJ.t Dr King's
mt also included attempts to damage the
reputation of King's family and friends. The Bureau
looked very closely at Coretta King although a
security investigation was never opened. This
included scrutinizing her travels in an attempt
to: Lmeover possible facts embarrassing to her.

These attempts also included a plan, proposed
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by Assistant to the Director Deloach and approved
by Hoover to leak information to the press that Coretta
King and Ralph Abernathy were deiiberately plotting to
keep the assassination in the news by clalmlng a conspiracy
'exn.sted in orde_r to k.eep monetary contrlbutlons flowing
for their beneflt (HQ 44-38861-5654) . |
N Ralph Abernathy and Andrew Young also becane Burezu

targsts ~ Shortly after the assassmatlon the field was
instructed to report any information on possrble 'immoral
actxv1tles of Klng s two assoc1ates (HQ 62- 108052-Uhrecorded
serlal Atlanta to D1rector Aprll 29, 1968) Presunably

| there were COINTELPRO type purposes behmd this request.
| The Atlanta Field Office in attemptlng to demonstrate
the initiative and inagination demanded by Headouarters
proposed additional measures sgsinst Raiph'Abérnsthy. The
Bureau learnedbthat after Dr;_King's dsath, Rev. Abernathy
may have wvoiced some concern orer possible assassination
attempts on his own iife; The Atlanta offioe‘proposed that
the Bureau begin notifying Abernathy directly (instead of
only infornﬁng the police) of all threats against him in
order to confuse and worry him (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded
serial, Atlanta to Director, March 28, 1969). This activityv

was not approved by Headquarters.
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Bureau flles indicate that the FBI may have also
attempted to help the executxve branch in 1ts efforts'
to deal with Abernathy after Klng E death In a memo
to Associate Director Tolson, Dlrector Hoover related
a telephone conversation‘with former Vice President
AgneW'in which Mr. .Agnew expressed concern over the

F1a1rmatory statements which Abernathy had made.
The Vice President was seeklng 1nformatlon from Hoover
which could be useful in destroying the credibility of
Rev. Abernathy. Hoover agreed to the request (HQ 100-

106670-Unrecorded serial, Hoover to Tolsoh 'May 18, 1970).

We did not find what 1nformatlon if any, was forwarded
to the Vice Presrdent - _

- Finally, we dlscovered that a series of illegal
surreptitious entries was conducted by the FBI. Some
of these entries had as one purpose, among_others, the
obtaining of information about Dr. King. The FBI‘in
the rev1ew of its 1nd1ces was unable to locate records

of any entries onto the premlses of Dr. Klng or the SCLC.
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The agents began to retrieve information about

Dr. King during»these entries through the use of photo-

graphs. In one instance a supervisor in the apnropriate
field office requested authorlty to conduct an entry
fbr the express purpose of obtalnlng 1nformatlon about
Dr. King. The proposed entry was approved at Head-
quarters pursuant to a telephone call by an Inspector
and was later conducted.

On four subsequent occasions the Bureau again
conducted entries and obtalned information concernlng
King and the SCLC On one such occasion a spec1men of
King's handwriting was obtarned. Theypurpose of
gathering this piece of intelligence was not revealed.

Bureau policy at the time of these entries

requ1red the approval of such fleld requests by

D1rector Hbover or Assoc1ate Director Tolson (Memo
Director, FBI, to Attorney General, September 23, 1975).

We assume that such epproval was granted. Handwritten
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notations on the field office' frmemos :Lndlcate that
the Bureau was advised of the entries in each case.

We also rais¢~the issue of-these i-llegél entries
because aside from being violative .of Fourth Amendment
rights the entries ran the risk of invading a privileged
relationship.

We note in passing that. the FBI continued to-

‘employ an informant in the SCLC despite the fact that

the informant conceded to ageﬁts.'that the informant had
embezzled some SCLC funds.. The Bureau voiced stroﬁg )
disapproval of these activities. ' Yet, ﬁo legal or
disciplinary action was ever . taken with respect to

the informant (HQ 134-11126-56, 57).

B. Critical Evaluation of the Security Investigation

In the area of domestic intelligence the mandate

of the FBI has been both broadly and vaguely defined.

It is stated in the Code of Federal Regulations as follows:
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(The FBI shall:) carry out the Presidential
directive of September 6, 1939, as reaffirmed
by Presidential directives of January 8, 1943,
July 24, 1950 and December 15, 1953, designating

. the Federal Bureau of Invest;gatlon to take
charge of investigative work in matters relating
to espionage, sabotage, subversive aCthltJ.eS,

- and related matters (28 CFR 0.85 (d)).

Given .this charter and the history of the sometimes

6verposvering influence of the views of the late Director
J. Edgar Hoover on his subordinates and on succesive
Attorneys Géneral, it was understandable that a security
investigation should be initiated into the possible
influence of the Cammmist Party, U.S.A.-, on Dr, Martin
Luthei‘ King, Jr. Two of King's close adviéor.é, at the
outset of the security Irétter,- were reported to be -
Cdrnmnist ‘Party members by sources relied upon by the
Bureau.

The security investigation conﬁinued for almost

six years until Dr. King's death. It verified, in our

view, that one alleged Cammunist was a very influential

advisor: to Dr. King (and hence the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference) on the strategy and tactics of
King's leadership of the black civil rights movement of
the early and mid-sixties. Another had no such weight
although he seemed to be of use tb King. But this

very lengthy investigatiwve concentration on King and on
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the principal advisor established, in our opinion,

‘that he did not "sell" Dr. King any course of conduct

or of advocacy which can be identified as commmist or

~ "Party line". i(jng, ‘himself never varied publicly or

privately from his commitment to non-violence and did

not advocate the overthrow of the government of the
United States 'by violence or subversion. To the contrary,
he advﬁcated an end to the discrimination and disenfran-
chisement of minority groups which the Constitution and

the courts denounced in terms as strong as his. We

concluded that Dr. King was no threat to domestic security.

And the Bureau's continued intense surveillance

and investigation of the advisor cléarly developed that

" he had disassociated himself from the Commmist Party

in 1963 because he felt it failed'adequately to serve
the civil rights movement. 'I‘hus the linch-pin of the
security investigation of Dr. King had pulled himself
out.

We think the security investigation which included
both physical and technical surveillance, should have been
terminated on the basis of what was learned in 1963.

That it was intensified and augmented by a COINTELPRO type
campaign against Dr. King was urwarranted; the COINTELPRO

type campaign, moreover, was ultra vires and very probably

- in violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 (and 242), i.e. felonious.
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The contlnulng security investigation reflects also -
that the Attorney General and the Division charged with
,responsib;lity‘fq:‘internal‘security matters failed badly

in what should have been firm supervision of the FBI's

internal security activities.
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v. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. As To The Murder Inyestigation

The task force does not fault the tectnical
competence of tﬁe investigation cdnducted into the
death of Dr. King. We found no new_évidence which
calls for action by State 6r Federal-Authorities._
| Our concern has developed over administrative
concomitants of the crime detection. tactics.

1. The progress of such sensitive cases
as the King muder investigation and the development
f ' of legally sufficien; evidence to sustain prosecution
are- properly the ultimate responsibility of the Division
of the Department having supervision of the kind of"
criminal prosecution involved. . The Division head should
delineate what progress reports he wishes. The Bureau.
should not be permitted to manipulate its submission of
reports to serve its purposes, such as the protection
of its public relation efforts, or the prevention of the
responsible Division of the Department from caUéing the

Bureau to pursue a line of inquiry which the Bureau does

| not approve. The Attorney General and his Assistants are
L the officers most accountable to the electorate and they,

not the police agency, must maintain effective supervision.
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2. As a corollary of our espousal of tighter
Department authority over”‘the FBI, we recommend that t1:1e
Bureau's public relations activities and press relétions
be controlled by the Attorney General's Office of Public
Information. Clear directives to prevent the development
of personality cults around particular Bureau Dii:ectofs
and officials should be drawn. Bureau press releases should
be cleared through the Office of Public_Iﬁformation.

3. The task force recommends that in sensitive
cases no criminal action be instituted by the Bureau without
the closest coordination and consultation with the supervising

Division of the Department. This supervision by the Depart-

‘ment should be as tight as the control and consultation the

Bureau had with its Field Offices as exhibited in our review
of the assassination investigation.

4. It was observed that almost no blacks were in
the FBI special- agent's corpé in the 1960's and nohe in
the Bureau's hieraréhy. This undoubtedly had the effect
of limiting not only the outlook .and understanding of the
problems of race relations, but also must hav_e hindered the
ability of investigators to commmicate fully with blacks
during the mmrder investigation. By way of illustration
had there been black agents in the Memphis Field Office
participating fully in the investigation of >Dr. King's

murder, it is unlikely that the interviews with
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at least three black members of the Memphis Police and Fire
Department would have been overlooked. It is also very
probable that black citizen "lead" imput would have been

greater.

B. As To The Security Investigation

The task force was charged to address itself
particularly to the question of whether the nature of the
relationship between the Bureau and Dr. ng called for
criminal prosec;:ution; disciplinary proceedings, or other
appropriate action. Our responses follow.

1. Because the five year statute of limitations
has long sir;ce run we carmot recommend criminal prosecution
of any Bureau pe:r:sormel, past ér present, ‘responsible for
the possible criminal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C.
3282). No evidence of a continuing conspiracy was found.

2. The responsibility for initiating and prolonging
the security investigation rested on the deceased Director
of the Bureau and his immediate lieutenants, some of whom
are also deceased and the remainder of whom are retired.
They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few
Bureau personnel who had anything to do with the King security
investigatiqn and who are still in active service, did not

make command decisions and merely followed orders. We do not
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think they are the ﬁroper,squjec‘ts‘ of any disciplinary

action. Some of the activities conducted, such as the
technical electronic surveillance, had the approval of
the then Attorney General. The Courts had not adequately
dealt with what autlprity resfted_;i.n_'the e_xecutive branch
.to initiate such bsm'veilla.nce inr tﬁe iﬁteres-t of "nationai
security’. We do not ‘think the "leg men' in the Bureau
should be held to an undefinéd standard of behavior, much
less a standard not observed by the hi'ghest legal officer
of the government.

The éureau's COINTELPRO type activities, the illicit
dissemination of raw investigative data to discredit
Dr. King, the efforts to intimidate him, to break up his
marriage, and the éxplicit and implicit efforts to black-

mail him, were not fully known to the Department, but were

- none-the-less ordered and directed by Director Hoover,.

Assistant to the Director Deloach, Assistant Director
Sullivan and the Section Chief under him.

In our view their subordinatés were far removed
from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think ﬁhe
subordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director
Hoover's overpowering and inti.midating domination of the
‘Bureau, they had no choice but to implement the Bureau's

directions. Punitive action against the very few

-146-
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force
to be inappropriate in these circumstances and at this
very late date. | -

3. The Bureaﬁ's {1licit surveillance produced
tapes and transcrlpt:s concerru.ng King and many others.

’I‘nese may be sought by King's helrs and representatlves

"~Worse stlll they may be .sought by members .of the public

at large under the Freedom of Informatlorn Act. We
recorrmend that these tapes and transcrlpts be sealed and

sent to the Natlonal Arch_wes and that the Oongress be

- asked to pass legislation denymg a:ny access to them

what:ever and authorlzmg and dlrectmg their total
dest:ructlon along with the destructlon of material in
reports and memoranda derived from them.’

4. The potential for abuse by the individual
occupying the office of -Dir-ectqr of the FBI has been
amply demonstrated by our investigation. We think it is
a responsibility of the"Dep'artnmt in the first instance
and, secondarily, of the .Oongress to oversee the conduct
of the FBI (and the other police agencies of the govern-
ment). We endorse the establisiment by the Attorney

General of the Office of Professional Responsibility on

December 9, 1975, as an effective means for intra-departmental

policing of the Bureau. We also think therpermanent

- -147-
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Senate Select Committee on Intelligence is an appro-

_ priate agency of the legislative arm to oversee the

performance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro-
fessional Responsibility and the Sehate Select Committee
should be expressly designated in their respective

enabling regulations and resolutions to be a place to

~which Bureau subordinates may complain, confidentially
- and with impunity, of orders which they believe to

threaten a violation of the civil rights and liberfies
of citizens and inhabitantsrof the United States.

5. It seems to us that the unauthofized malicious
dissemination of investigative data from FBI files should
be more than the presently prescribed udsdemeahor (5 UsC
552a(i)(1)). A feiony penalty shpuid be added.

Parenthetically,»it shoﬁld be noted here that it
shpuld be made clear that it is inproper (Eut not crindnal)'

-148-
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® [
for the Bureau to by-pass the Attorney General and deal
. directly with the White House.

6. The task force recommends that the FBI have no
authority to engage in COINTELPRO type activities which
involve affirmative punitive action following Star
Chamber decisions with respect to citizens or inhabitants
(See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the guide-
lines which the present Attorney General has established
to govern the FBI's damestic security investigations
effectively preclude these activities. Those guidelines
moreover, appear to us to permit only strictly legal
investigative techniques to be employed in full scale
damestic security investigations. ‘This too we endorse.

The foregoing comprises our report and recammenda-
tions. It is respectfully submitted.

n Luther King, Jr.

W?ﬁ K Foree.

G FOLSCM

January 11, 1977
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sogvinignaL { ! .

. ~0y
BALY S IR

AUTOPSY REPORT

Naaf OF DECEDENT __tartin Luther—Kine—Jr, — RACE i SEX__ae AGE__zo

HOME ALDRESS A2 -1;1_:{_,. C%"‘rf,l& - :
sywsta ov 3tout? CITY o Toww sSTATE /

CounTy mrorcat ExawineEr __J T o Irancisev—+b5=
aporess __llenphid sp—-Tonnessee

p1sTRICT ATioPpnEY GENERAL _Ph!1Y1 A, Conclpe

ADORESS __ "ﬂ"n'ﬁr' ToNnASE L

ANATOICAL D1ATAOSES ___Qunzhot-—woiinl—ta-bedy—and—faee—witm:
Fracture of mandible. :
Laceratian vertepra)l artery. jusular vein and suh-
clavian arcery, rinht,
__lacecratien of spinal cord (lower cervical, unnex
thoracic),
__;Iﬁ.t.U.j?}llilQﬂll;{JIC:latGﬂa; anex. rio-t uareT lohe

* Oust of teerw funglial vecund to_gpinal colunn,—lewer-—ceryicaly—upor—
taoracic :

saezetnnt of fintoniy Doyl _yasttho result of 5 cunshot wound to $ie

¢hin_ant ezl xith a tatal_mnsection af the Jouer cervical —aand

yrner wheracieoaziaal cord nnd orbor styuctures in the nock,  The

direction of the wounllng was_fron front to back, above dewnward on

frcm ezt te lefe, __Thz_severdnn of the sninnl cord at this level

sl oratlont ovas_saowmaund that was fatal very shortly after j¢
. 7 « =

» Lo TR YT SRR W B ".1.3 lq_' ‘Y 1w to zrovide a certified opinion to the County Medical
Civa 1t aed Voo ;".-...-,- -rrel. The fucts and findings to support these con-
soar e teoet ey Tt re et e State Medical Exariner.

. -__._'_’_’_l.'.'_‘,/,ﬁ——'_ ~ M.D.
- Pd "Q -

el o Ty Trancisco ’

[T M) 0. e s

AR Mo 2 QG 0ol AYenue~idemniis . Tonnesseo
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rorm 3€3
THEZ . CITY CF MEIMFEIS =OSPITALS

AUTOPSY PROTOCOL i
Autopsy No,  £6%5-252 cervice Med. Tx.,  Hospital No,
Name Martin Luther King, Jr. Age 32  Race 27T Sex Male

- . T Unknown=Appreoxiately
Date of Admission DOA Date and Hour of Death 4'4'59 P
’

Date and Hour of Autopsy 4-4-65 10345 DM,
pathologist ¥TZ,5 TUNE ard Trancisco Assnnanf
Checked by _ Date Completed 4-11-68

FINAL PATHFOLOGICAL DIAGROSIS

PRIMARY SRIES:

I. Distant gunshot wound to bedy and face
A, Fracture of right mandible
B, JLaccration of vertebral artery, jugular vein and subclavian
‘artery, right
C. TFracture of spine (T-1, C-7) ‘
D. Laceration of spinal cerd (lower cervical, upper thoracic )
E. Subnucosal henorrhaye, larynx ’
F. Intrapulmonary hecnatoma, apex risht upper lobe

SECONDARY SERIES:

1, Remote scars as described

2., Pleural adhesions

3, Fatty chanse liver, wmoderate
4. Arteriosclerosis, moderate
5. Venous cut=-downs ‘

G, Tracheostony

LABORATGRY FINDINGS:

Blood Alcohol = 0,01%

- -155- g
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Section

71

74

74
74
19
60
19

17

74

19

21

21
21
21

HW 55509

DocId:32199528

C .

s A Sy e
JAVMES FARL BAY

Scme Known Expenditures: Aoril 23,71967 - June 8,°1968

Serial ., Item ‘ Arount

. _ Amount
5246 " Rent for one week at 2731 $13.61
. N. Sheffield; Chicago
5448 1959 Chrysler; Chicago $200.00
5413 1962 Plymouth; East St. $209.50
Louis :
5437X Bourgarde Motel; Dorion, $17.28
' Canada .
2192 Rent for Apt. at Harkey, $150.00

Apts., 2585 Notre Dame Street,
Montreal at $75/10; Montreal

4692. - Suit at English Scotch $75.06
Woolen Company; Montreal
2192 Book ordered from Futura $9.00
: Books in Inglewood, Calif.;
Montreal
2068 - . Correspondence course at $17.50

Locksmithing Institute in
New Jersey; Montreal

5402 Grey Rocks Inn fram 7/30 $195.15
to 8/5; Canada

2192 Formula for making glass. $1.00
purchase by money order to
E.Z. Foormla; lMontreal

5400 Granaaa Hotel; Birmingham $4.50
2324 " Room and board for one week  §22.50
628: . 1966 White Ford Mustang:  §1,995.00
Birmingham
5324 - . Room and board; Birmingham  $22.50
2324 Toom and board; Bimmingham  $22.50
2354’ " Dance lesscns; Biminghaw $10.00
~156-

Date

4/30/67

6/ 5/67
7/14/67

- 1/17/67

7/19/67

7/21/67

/24767

1/28/67

8/5/67

8/9/67

8/26/67

8/26/67

- 8/30/67

9/2/67
S/9/67

8/12/67

Lo
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21

18
55

75
' 75
|

| 75
! 69

69

, 69

52
52
52
>

52
52

Section

2118

1422

5496

5496

5496

5150

5150

5150

668

668

4143

4143

4143

4143

4143
4143

Item

~ Reom and bcard; Biminghanm

Room and board; Bimmingham:

O

srocunt

$22.50

Camera equipment, Superio'r $337.24

Bulk Film Co.; Birmingham
Rocm only; Birmingham -'

.38 Caliber, Liberty
Chief Revolver

Hotel San Francisco -
10/10; Acapulco

Pancho Villa - 10/15;
Guadalajara

Pancho Villa - 10/18;
Guadalajara

Hotel Rio at $4.80/cay-
10/19-11/€; Puerto '
Vallarta

Elisa Arellano to rent
apt.; Puerto Vallarta

Hotel Tropicana at $7.20
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto
Vallarta

Rent at 1535 N. Serrano; -

Utilities at 1535 N.
Serrano; Los Angeles

Appointment with Dr. Mark

. Freeman; Beverly Hills

Appointment with Dr. Mark
Freeman :

Appointrient with Dr. Mark
Freeman :

Dance lesscns at National
Dance Studio; Los Angeles

Appointment with Freeman

Dance lessons
-157-

$17.50
$65.00

$6.00
$3.20

$3.20

$91.20

$48.00

$43.20.

$127..50

$10.00
$25.00

$25.00

$25.00

$29.00

$25.00

$29.00
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$22.50

Data

9/16/%67
9/23/67
9/28/67

8/20/67
10/1/67

10/11/67
10/16/67

10/19/67

11/6/67

il/ /67

11/13/67

11/18/67

11/20/67
11/27/67

11/30/67

12/4/67

12/5/67

12/6/67
12/7/67




N

Sactiom - Serial

f 52 4143
} 52 4143
| 6 745
| 22 2325
| 52 4143
! 74 "5399
6 745

22 2325

i 22 2325
| 22 2325
22 2325

22 2325

12 1500

22 2325

12 1500

6 668

12 1500

12 1500

22 2325

22 2325

12 1428

8 1033

@

I~
r
1

Appointment with Freeman

" Dance lessons

ba.nce lessons
Appointment with Freeman
-Provincial Motel - 12/17-
12/19; New Orleans

Dance lessons

- Locksmithing Institute;
Los Angeles )

International School of
Bartending; Los Angeles

‘ITnternational School of
Bartending; lLos Angeles

Rmt at St. Francis Hotel;
Los Angeles

Free Press of Los Angeles
Locksmithing Institute

C.M. Hedgpeth, mail forward-
ing service

Rent at St. Francis Hotel
Futura Books

.Tiffany Enterprises
‘Locksmithing Institute
ILocksmith Ledger
Locksmithing Institute

RocmAveek at 113 14th St.;
Atlanta

-153-

525.-00
$29.00

- $100.00

$25.00

- . $24.00

$364.00

$;L5.00
520.00
$l(_)-‘:l'>..00
$85.00

$4.25
$7.50
$3.00

$85.00
$6.44
$9.98
$7.50
*$5.25

$15.00

$10.00
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12/11/67

12/12/67

12/14/67
12/14/67

12/19/67

12/21/67

'1/8/68
1/19/6¢8
1/20/68
1/21/68

1/29/65
1/31/68
2/1/68

- 2/21/68

2/26/68
2/26/€8
2/26/68
2/26/68
3/8/68

3/24/68




I

Sarial

5502

1428
5725
432

1033
630

327

46

4454

- 4454

O

itan

Flemingo Motel 3/22;
Selma .

Iocksmithing Institute;
Atlanta

Travelodge Motel;
Birmirgham

Purchase of rifle
Birmingham

Rocm in Atlanta

" Rexall Drugstore; Wnitehaven,

Tenn.

Roaning house on Main St.;
Mcmphis

Binoculars; Mempms

Rent/vieek at 962 Dundas St.;

Toronto

Round trip airplane ticket;
Toronto

-159-

$7.50

$8.48

" $248.59

$10.00
$1.83

© $8.50

© $41.55

$9.60

$345.00
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3/23/68

3/28/68

3/29/68

3/29/68

3/21/68
4/3/68

4/4/68

4/4/68
4/16/68

5/2/€8
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Krown Income: Asril 23, 1367 - June 2, 1368
Section Serial
68 5100 Payroll checks from Indian Trail Restaurant
Winnetka, Illinois

May 7 $ 57.69

May 14 84.89

May 21 84.89

May 28 84.89

" June 4 89.63
June 11 89.63

June 18 95.19

June 25 77.53

$664.34

-160-
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. ] . ‘-0,'

v .\v'rz:z) STATES GOV

ol

WAENT

;/1/ emorandum o

TO MR. A, ROSEN’.,? paTe: May 22, 1961 _

. ;Y’" Tt e, / :'.:'.' Culliern ..

' ‘ i ele, Hoon ——
eom : MR, G. H. SCATTERDAY E—& ‘ IR PR st
SUBJECT: 7

MARTIN me...t\ , et JR . \ ;
I e
(6) ) e i -
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-

. o v . .

- K
T Wartin Luther Xing, Jr.

e

| b N ‘v,. ‘ . o "o .
: Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent integrationist

who led bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama. and “sit-in demonstra-

tions," has bcen associated with National Association for the

Advantement of Colored People and Congress of Racial Equality. King

has not been investigated by the ¥F3l. / :
T ) e ‘:}"/','.?-',-\A..//L«:'":’{ P /

TBurcau files meveal: King thanked Socialist Workers Party

1 (cited by Attorney General) ‘for support of bus boycott, attended

| Yimeetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcommittee of Senatc :

| ||Judiciary Committee); and was honorary chairman ¢f Young Socialist "
League campaign on behalf of victims of racist terror. A

"King in 1950's mentioned as potential victim of assassin-
/ yjyation plot and- in_1957 attended Cowumunist Party training school
,ll\scmlnar and reportedly gave closing speecky,” King President of

)

——  —————

'g\- mw fm il l—o""-g" 2 -._ <! r E“"‘—oé? -
L - -163- '
o : S Jg;('&
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen’ ' e - .

gouthern Christian Leadership Conference (to further Negro vote
registration) and advised “The Civil Rights law...is mcaningless
unless we. go out and make use of it.™ Xing thanked Benjamin
Davis, Jr., Comuunist Party official, for giving blood when he
was in a hospital following assault. Xing in 1960 indicatcd his
support for Committce 1o Secure Justice for iorton Sobell (cited
by House Committee on Un-American Activities (LCUA) as comunist
front) and in 1961 wrote article in PThe Nation®™ which called
for integration of F3I to help -speed integration. King attended

7

. . | = 3 e
e : . . & -_164-

cave c— A =S St S — 5. S

neetings with integration leaders in lMontgomery, Alabama, 5-21-61l.

—
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. Director has written: 'This memo reminds me vividly of those 1

‘alone proved you wrong, I for one can't ignore the memos re King,

-—

... C o A

UNITFD STATES GCVERNMEF' °
Memorandum

T0 . ¢ %ﬁ&;f{ H. Belmont , DATE: August 30,
: <

Pl
Sullivan J_f;,__gr
Tavel .=
/ . Trotter
FROM Mr., W, C, Sulljvan Tele. Room
’ * ’/ Gandy -

& :
SUBJECT: COWJUNI°T PARTY, USA '
) NEGRO_QUESTION
IS -~ C L
. _ (-,'n '

.l - ."...' ) - . . .
' / crlre T o) P . : -

Reference is made to.the enclosed material: on which the

l -

received when Castro took over Cuba: ‘You contended then that Castiro and
his cohorts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists., Time

et al =as having only an infinitesinal
effect on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Communists."
! The Director is correct. We were completely wrong about
belaevznv the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago
that Fidel Castro was not a communist or under communist influence. On
dnvestlgatlnn and writing about communism and the American Negro, we .
|hac better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us. ~
' i do think that nuch of the difficulty relating to the memora:n-
dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the
word "influence,! Ve do not have, and no Government agency or private
.Gfﬁiﬁizatlon has, any yardstick which can accurately measure "influence"
ﬁ this particular context, even when we know it does exist such as in
he case of the obvious 1nfluence ‘of
over Martin Luther King and King'§ influencé over’ "Bther NEEio
‘ieadefs. Personally, I believe in the light of King's powerful
‘demagogic specech yesterday he stands hézd and shoulders over all other
Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of ‘
Negroes. We must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the \
mosi. dangerous Negro of the future i in this Nation froa,the Suandean /
'Qf communism, the NCgro_and national gecuritv. ¢

~\

i " On determining membership of Kegroes in the Commuiist Fafty,

we are. not confronted with the same problem. ¥We do have herc -accurate
yarostlckq for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are
very exacting This means there are many Negroes who are fellow-
travellers, sympathi?ers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly,
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old
commurist pringjple still holds: "Conmnunism must-be,K built with non-
‘communist thﬁ " Therefore, it may be unrealistic 4o limit oursrives as
iwe have been {lo ng to le"alisticaproof or definitely conclusive -adence
-~ f‘ . |

[P

_Enclosu;%' _____ L
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.\ that would stand up in testimony in_ court or before Congrcsslonal

o
-

j Memcyrandum for MUr, 3elmont '\ : .
; RZ:  COMMUNIST PARTY, USa : '
‘ NEGRC QUESTION . -

! 100-3-75

committees that the Communist Party, USA, does wield substantial

1ﬁf1uence over Negroes which one day. could become declslve. .
The memorandum vhich the D11ector peretra»ively questioned,

while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did

suffer from such limitations. .These limitations we will make every

effo;t to 1ift in the future. The great amount of attention this

"Division is giving to communist activities directed toward the Negro
{  should enable us to do this, .

'
t
——

For exanple, here at the Seat of Government the Negro -

|  communist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor arnd
- -during the past few weeks four men have been so occupied. Additionally,
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on communist
; infiltration of the Negro; (2) monographs have been written on the

. eubject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memorands
. and reports; (4) August 21, 1963 we devoted the entire Current Intelli~
. gence Analysis to the comanlst plans for the Negro March of Auﬂust 2¢a,
1963, (149 copies of this.Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of
the Government) (5) nuch material on the issue is given to Avon te ot
In-Service; and (8) an SAC Letter is under preparation in thlS DlVISlO‘
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro lMavch
 on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of
communist influence on the Negro. -

. As the memorandum pointed out, "this Nation is involved in a:
lforn of racial revolution and the time has never_been so right for
exploltatlpn of the Negroes by.. communlst propavﬂndlsts.” ‘Nineteen millior
Negroes constitute the g greatest single racial target of the Cormunist
Paxty, USA., This is a sombre reality we must never lose sicht of. Ve
will do everything possible in the troublea future to aevelop ior the
‘Dlrector 2ll available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis-

iof communist organizations and officials over the leaders and masses of
xNegroe

i
~\ +Party, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence

.
.

We regret greatly that the menorandum did not measure up to
what the Director has a right to expect from our analysis.

RECONMMENDATION :

l , For the ihformafion:of the Director.

-2 . - -166-
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it - Memorandum

TO : Mr., W. C, Suillivén N ' DATI
b ) ) M
Tele. Hoem

FROM : Mr. F. J. Baumgardner,, ‘ , flotrws —
: /,."\ - Sandy e
O Z 74V T
SUBJECT T COLMUNIST PARTY, USA. . _
NEGRQ_QULESTION
| _ COMMUNIST . INFLUTZNCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
INTERNAL SECURITY - COLGIUNIST

i ) = 5 . ; R -

This memorandum recommends increased coverage of communist

——— gy

influence on the Ncero. The history of the Communist Party, usd

. o
TCBUSAY, is Thnlete with its attemnts_to exploit, influence and
grecruit ¢he Négro. ine Mareh on Vashington, 3-28-63, was a striking
SramplCCTEuS Connunist activity as Party leaders early put into
motion e2forts to cccruec gains for the CPLSA from the March, Vell- N\\
\ docuriented information concerning the DParty's influence on a priucipal N\
1zrch leader, Reverend Martin Iuther King, Jr., is but an example. \
The presence at the March of around 200 DParty members, ranging fron 1

J
IIall,” to many rank-and-file members, is clear indication of the Party's
ssvorita target (vhe Negro) today. - :

All indications are that the March was not the "end of the
line" and that the Party will step up its efforts to expkit racial
unrest and in every possible way clain credit for itself relating to
any "gains' achicved by the Negro. A clear-cut indication of the
Party's designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive \\
leadership meeting in hovember, 1963, which will deal primarily witi
the Negro situation. This meceting is to be preceded by aiGus Hall/ 1
"parpstorzing' trip through key areas of the country to neet Payty- /
people and thus better prepare hitsisclf for the November ‘meeting:

. e t'

The cntirc ficld is being alerted to this sijuatiof™in a
proposed SAC Letter (attached). Tie field is being instructed to
intensify our coveragc of conmunist influencé on the Négro by giving
fullest consideration to the uuc .of all possible investigative
techniques. in addition, tlae field isbeingistold to intensify its
coveraze of those cemmunist fronis throuzh wiiich the Party channcls
its influcnce and to intensify 1ts tuvestigations of the many Party i
menbers and dupcs who engagce 1o zetivities on behilf of the Party '
in the hegro Iield. JFuriner, we are siressing ‘the urgent need for
imaginative and cressive tastion ta bee utilirzed through our Counter-
intelligence Pre oan=mmlion vendned Lo attempt to neutralize or
disrupt the rarty’'s aciiviiios an the houro field. Necessity for
proapt handling of all facets ol thin matier to insure timely disscmi-
nation te thc Dcpnrffcnt :nf 9&37"'9“‘"chLOG“ﬂganciesais_aJso being

Kaad
» 13 e
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Memerandum to Mr. Sullivan )
RE: COMIUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUZISTION .
COMMUNIST INFLULNCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

(100-2-116]

The proposed SAC Letter requires key security offices
to submit to the Eureau, within 30 days, an analysis of thcir
current coverage of communist activities in the Negro field plus

| details of their plans for intensification, Also, those 16
| offices participating in the Counterintelligence Program on 2
regular basis are being required to include in their next monthly
letters due 10-15-63 their plans to neutralize or disrupt Party

activities in the HNegro field., . N P

, S

RECOLCENDATION: .,g g
' . 1f zpproved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising ' E é
‘ the field as above and urging full implementation soO that the - ¢ A
desired results may be achieved. Also attached for approval are qqh
_necessary Manual changes. i - e §+§
T - ~. ( '.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE D”lEC I‘OR

Whlle the aUachcd memorandum
. bears the initials of M. Baumngardner,
it was prepared from a rough-draft furnlbhﬂd
to him by Mr. Sullivan. —

-~
] ™ o
.

e e

.t
>

It sheuld be understocd that
Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belmonit
read the memoranduln and : agreed with it
rior to its submission. L. ..
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LA A To:; Mr. A. H. Belmont " Date: Septembe. 25 19Gﬁ§ﬁ'E;T‘“f_
’/’ . ) Sp e Gale -
"/o / . / Mr. Rerex”.
SR From; Mr. W. C. Sulliyph 7¢ M Sunens
o () 2o VAR ‘ ' My, S
? Re: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA Fir. Taer -
NEGRO QUESTION | , L(/ .
COMMUNIST INCLUDNCE IN RACIAL MATTERS bliss Goudy..”
" INTELNAL SECURITY - C . Lr___f_;_;

Predication:

Reference. is made to the enclosed memoravdum datcd 9/16/G3
‘and to the attached proposed SAC Letter.

, On returning from a few days leave I have been advised oX

the Dirccter's continued dissatislaction with the manner in whick

we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent.
\ memoranda on the same subJect matter. This situation is very
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly want to de
everything p0551b1e to correct our shortcomings. Ve absolutely will
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be
stiff-necked and untending concerning our analysis of this matter.
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter, _
until there was 2 clarification and 2 meeting of minds relative to
the questiion of the extent of communist influence cver Xegrocs and ;
their leaders. In this menorandum I will seriously and sincerely . N
try to clarify a2 most regretable situation. It is prepared not on -
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that
this discussion need not be made a matter of official record.

o rn——
ety

7 -

Common Agreement:
< : First, I am sure we 2all are in agreement.on the following
wvhich was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief
attached: (1) for the past 44 years the Communist Party, USA, has !
spent enormous sums of money and ceaseless efforts to 1nf1uence
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million
Negroes in the country today constitute the greatest single rucn.]
target of the Commupnist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luths

King, L “does have as an extremnlv 1np01tan
advisor c(4)  we

are right now in this nation engaged in a form.of social -revolution
and the time has never been so right for etploitation of the

. Negroes by communist propagandisis; and (5). “the Communist Party

- could in the future make prodigious strides and great successes with
the American Negro to the serious detriment of our national security.
In addition to the above, the material furnished contained many pages
of specific examples of communist Eolicies. prograns-and-xttivities

Enclosurcs é?a«m./? 2! ! ﬁ‘\“'b
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- Memoraadum fcr Mr., Belmg

ot

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUESTION |
COMMUNIST INFLULNCE IN RACIAL YATTERS .

showing communist involvement in Negro racial matters in this pation,
relative to which we can all agrco. : :

Egsence of the Situantion:

The essence of the situation scems to be this: Ve
presented what facts there are in our files in the Brief in question
and I know that the Director certainly would not waiat us to do other
than this. <The position taken at the time the Briecf was writton was
that, while there is communist influence being exerted on Negroes
and Negro leaders, it _has_not recached the point c¢f ccntrol or
domination. This historically bhas been the position of the Bureau
in Thiz matier in light of file reviews going back tgg to cwenty

»
< ~t—=

years. Qamitaanlay dlola & me Tnos wridd naepi
v \ R P2 e IPE- o
Tho Historical DPosition: <O &lea ES} .

' For example, in a detailed document prepared on Communist
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement referring to '"the
fallure of the Ccmmunist Party to attract even a significant nunber -
of Kegroes in the United States to its number.'" .Another exsupnle is
to be found in an analysis in this same field prenared by the Burezu

in 195§ to the effect that communist cfforts have been "unsuccessful

on a state or national level" in infiltrating "legitircate Negro-
fraternal, protest and icprovement organizations,'" although they mzde
linited success in some '"isolated chapters." The Director's book,
Hasters of Deceit, published in 1953, states: "It became obvious
that.the Party, despite great eflorts, had failed to win over even

a significant minority of Negroes.' 1In 1960 the Director's stzatement
to The Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, reads:

"It i< no secret that ong o1 .the biriierest Gisappointments of
communistic efforts in this Nation has been their fzilure. to lure

our Negro citizens into the Party." In 1962 similar public statementsz
were made, On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director
under the date of August 23, 10G3, this historical position was
restated and it was said, "Cnc -of the bitterest disappointments of
the communists has been their single failure to lure any significant
nunber of our Negro citizens into the Party.'"  This statement was

sot forth again in the cover mezorandum which the Director marked.

The point I wish to makeo here is this: The fact that this
has been our historical pcsipion'in'the Burcau for many years is no
reason to assume that it irn the correct position at this time, as Che

Irector has clearly explara . iines and conditions change and, as
the cvidence mounts, naturally wu nced to change our position along
¥ith this evidenco.

=

Y ey mem T 7T e e
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Leadership Conference,

~ the Negroes.

bl

Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
Interpretation: .

As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful,
for they are somewhat lilke stones tossed in a heap as contrasted
to the same stones put in the torm of a sound edifice. It is
obvious to fis now that we did not put the proper 1ntch*ctqtlon unon
the facts whlcn we gave to the birector.

Maxtin Luther King:

stated, we are in-combletc agreenent with

We have been aware of the communist influence for nearly
two years on Martin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian
and in the comprehensive memorandum entitled
“Communist Party, USA, Kegro Question,' dated 8/22/G63 we set out
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this
country have had subversive cornections in their b“rkvroundq and
that Martin Luther Kinz, Jr.. haz been QCdlin” with

As prev1oualy
the Director that
comnmunist influence is being exerted on Martin Luther King
and that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders.
stated before in a memorandunm, we reggard Martin Luther King to
be the most darngerous and effective NeZro leader in the country.
In addition, we know the Party is directlng a nmajor effort toward
strengthening its position among the Negroes inasmuch as we have
information the Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit
the racial situation for the purpose of gaining iifluence among

Jr,,
As we have

-172-
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RE h

Yemorandum f{or Mr. Bel ont
RE: CO'DMUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QULSTION
COMMUNL ST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

SAC lLetter to the Field

I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Director,
cghould be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this:
We necd to.renew our. efforts and keep the pressure on and leave

.no_stone untufied to develop _every and_all facts which exist

in th*s matter. Some of these facts may not yet have been

follou up tois matter evermore closely with them. My second
reason why I think the SAC Letter should ke sent is related
to the present changing situation inthe 'Communist Party - Negro

.relations area. During the past two weeks in particular there

have been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of communist |

.o0fficials to infiltrate and to dominate Negro developiments in

this ccuntry. Turther, they are meeting with successes. This
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march .on
Vashington on August 28 communist officials have been d01ng all,
poszible to exploit the very troubled racial situation. As'
they scid weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro leaders, They are

now in full force acting upon this intention of theirs expressed
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist - Negro
activities. The SAC Letiter in question will be -a great help
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important

. facts relating to the current changes and pertinent activities

going on during the past few weeks in this entire field,

Subject of Deep Concern

May I repeat that our failure to measure up to what tke
Director expected of us in the area of communist -~ Negro relations
is a subject of yery, deep concexrn to us in the Domestic Irntelligence
Division, We are disturbed by this_ and ought to be., I want him

i e e 8 i = e
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Memorandum for Mr. Beclmont -
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA. - ’
NZGRO QUESTION T

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTSRS

to know that we will do everythiny that is huuanly possible to

develop all facts nationwide relative to the cosmunist penctration
and influence over Negro leaders and their organizations.

" RECOMMENDATIONS *

(1) That the Director reconsider giving approval for sending

the cnclosed SAC Letter to the field.

' M

(2) In order that other agencies and prooinent governuent
officials will be aware of the determincd ¢fforts oi the Comaunist
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Director apprcoves we
will prepare a concise document setting forth clearly those attempts
to penetrate, influence, and control the legre movenint. Dy seiting
these facts forth, succinctly and clearly, the veader cannst help
but be iupressed with the seriousness of tho communist activities.

att -



HW 55509

DocId:32199528

Page 196

EHIBIT 12
(Classified)

-175-




EXHIBIT 13

HW 55509 DocId:32199528 Page 197



’

'/’é Mﬂ///./

o) .

-~
~—

‘.2

\ g

. A/;elmcn(
Hohr/:.%
" Caspes

e

10/17/63

MR. TOLSON:

e\\f, .

® -

Coishan .
- Qhnrad
rochg_
vans o ¥ __ .
tﬁle

Ros.
. Sullf
T

ouel e
Tele. Room o ___
Holnes

. Gondy

r:%Qt

s t_/(_(J /,‘/

1

-

I e T A

-

Y
e

Y
. ,'

—_—
-

/7

Id
-

47

N

Si

-
R

o

:"The attached analysis of
Comuunism and the Negro Movement is
highly explosive. It can be regardegas
a personal attack on Martin Luthen/ling. -—
There is no doubt it will have a Keavy
impact on the Attorney General and anyone
else to whom we disseminate it. It is
labeled TOP SECHET. However, ‘even such a
bigh classification seems to be no bar
today to a leak, and should this leak out
it will add fuel to a matter which may
already be in the cards as a political
issue during the forthcoming Presidential
campaign. T

’

j

]

Lelivs allauw makes good reading and

mu

- N

L llis based on information from reliable sources.

We may well be charged, however, with
expressing opinions and conclusions, parti--
cularly with reference to some of the
statements about King. e

Cb(j;/éibé/:ﬁjz..f'/¢6’$A A e~

Lo -

This memorandun may s

Le” the,Attorpney

taxn
General, particularly in vie@tgfﬁhis past
association with King, and the fact that we

are disseminatin
He may resent th

g this outside the Department.
is. Nevertheless,: the

memorandum is a powerful w

arning.against

gpﬁhunist-influéhcg‘gn the Nezro movement,
anG) we wi be carrying out our responsibility
isseminating it to the people Jindicated
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Mr, Jzmes Eatrl Ray

Post Office Box &3

Brughy Moumtain Penitentiary
Petros, Tennassae 37845

Daar Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attorney General of the United
States created a task force for the parpose of reviewing
the FRI'e investigation of tha assassination of
Dr. lMartin Luther King, Jr.

The task force is now in the process of winding up
its inquiry before submitting a final report to the
Attarney General. However, we feel that our irquiry will
not be corplete unless vwa give you an opportunity to state
your particicaticn, or lack of participation, in the
mxder of Dr. King.

Accardingly, we hereby reguest, throuwgh your atiorney,
Jarmes H., Lesar, Esquire, your consent to an interviees by
memoers of the task force. If you should agree to talk
to us, our thre schedule requires us to arrange for the
interview to take place not later than December 31, 197¢.

Please let us know immediately whether you desire
to be interviewad.

Sincerely,

Fred G. Folaonm
Director
Maxtin luther King, Jr., Task Force

cc: Janes H. lssar, Esquire

-177-
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A - Brusly Moudain Peniteutiary

Fetros, Termesser 37845

Mr. Janes H. Lesar : December 20, 1976
Attorney at Law '

1231 fourth Streset, S.W.

Wash. D.C,

re: Ray v. Tenn. .cr. Indictment no. 16645;
Shelby county, Temnossee. (1963)

Dear'Jim:

In respect to your letter saying that a justice departzent attorney, Xr.
James F, Welker, would like to imterview me concerning the above indict-~
ment, I agree with your advice opposing the interview, It would appesr
that this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their book writiag
collaborators,e.g., Gerold Franlt, Gzcrge McMillian, st al.

If they had wanted to interview the defondant, under oath, Justice had
ample epportunity in the 1974 M.C. hearing in Memphie, Tenneseee, throush
their purrogate, V. Henry Hzile; and I understand no representzative froz

Justice appeared as a witnesc at the hearing.
At the present I believe the ohly body I should testify before is a Jury.

I'understandAyoﬁ to say justice has rot read any of the trs. of prior
hearings & sﬁits. Therefore I'11l include in the cc copy of this letter
to justice a copy of a Complaint that speaks to the MLX jr. matter with
ettached Ex-~A, 2lthoe I doubt if justice or their publiching assoclates
%1ll be interested in thé Conplaint contents. S '

.

‘Sincerely: James e. Rey #65477
. ; P.0. Box--73

cc: Jameg F. Valker, Esq. J.D.L///f Petros, Teun. 37345.

TN/
-178- 477/2444252’

2N

HW 55509 DocId:32199528 Page 202



HW 55509

i
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FOR TY=Z WISTIRM DISINICT COF T:Y?::SES :
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’
* Plaintif?
VBe.

TIME INC. . i

GEORGE MeMILLIAN ‘ o

W. HENRY HAILE - 4 civil action no. (- 96- 2 7¢
®ILLIAM BRATFORD HUIZ '

GEROLD FRAMK

HON. ROBERT M. McRAE

BRE=NDA PELLICCIOTTI
Deferdants
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- “ 2800880800008 06000008s08000000a00000s00000¢s0e 0090088000088 0080660000000 000000cssssosersnossen
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COMPLAINT

1. ALLEGATION OF JURISDICTION: ‘ ‘ A -

(a) Juriscdiction of the partles in the hefein subject matter is tased upon

diversity of citizenship and the amount in recovery.

Plaintiff, acting pro se, is a citizen of the Staté of Tennessee under '"oper-
ation of Law" in the subject matter; defendant TIMZ Inc. (kere-in-after, TIME)
18 a citizen of the State of New York; defendant George MeMillian (kere-in-
affer; Mdﬁillibn)'is a citizen of the State of Massachusetts; defendant W.

' Eenry Haile (here-in-after, Haile) 18 & citizen of the State of Tennessee;
defendant William Eratford Huie (here-in-after, Hule) *s a citizen of the -
State of Alabama; defendant Gerold Frank (here-in-after, Frank) is a cltizen

| 0f the State of Mew York; defendant Hon. Robert M. McRae (here~in-after, budge

.--HpRae) 158 a citizen of the State of Tehnes;ee; defendant.Erenda Pellicciotti
(hare-i#—after, Pellicciotti) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee. The
matter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of int;rest and costs, the sum of
ten thousand dollars. .

(b) Jurisdiction founded in the existence of ‘a federdl qpestion and the amount

in controversy:

-179- '
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THIS IS AN ACTION IN LIBEL & CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

] the U.S. District court for the W.D of Tennessee, Hon. Robert M, McRae, pre~

U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals upheld Judge McRae's ruling in sald évi-
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The action arises under the fifth, sixth, and fourteenth, amendaments to
the Untied States comstitution; U.5.C, Title 28 § 1331 (a), as nere-in-

sfter mofe fuily appearss The matter in controyersy exceeds, exclusive of

interest’ and costs, the sum of ten thousand dollars.

(é) Jurisdiction founded on the existance of a questioh éfising under parti-

cular statute: oy

2 : -,
1

The action arises under Act 42 U. S C.A. § 1683; U S C. Title 28 § 1343 (4)

As here~in-after more fully appears.

GENERAL BACKGROUND:

On April 4ta 1968, Rev. Martin Luther King jr., was shot . -d killed: in,

: ﬁemphis Tennessee; in May 1968 the plaintif? was indicted by the Shelby

10th 1969 .plaintiff, allegedly through coercion by his attorney, Percy

i
'county grand jury (cr. indictment no. 16645) for said shooting; on March 1,
i

Foreman & the proaecution, entered a guilty plea to said cr. indictment; on

February 2nd 1974 the U.S. &h circuit court of appeals ordered an evident— v

iary hearing into the circumstances of said plea, Ray v. Rose 491 Fa2d 285 o

tc A.6, 1974; on February 27th 19?5 after hearing said evidentia:y proceedings

slding ruled against plaintifr, Ray v. Rose, C-74-~166; on May 10th 1976 the

_ dentiary hearing. Ray v. Rose, C-75-1795,

Plaintiff, JAMES E. RAY, sues

t'J

Defendants, TIME INC.; GEORGE McMILLIAN; ¥. HENRY HQILJ, ﬂIﬂLIAM BRATZCRD

BUIE; GEROLD FRANK; ROBERT M. McRAE; BRENDA PELLICCIOTTI, and alleges:

2. That while awaiting trial in the arorementioned cr. indictment the plain-
tiff copied down from recollection information he had’ gained in his 196?
assoclations, assoclztions which lead to plaintiff being charged under

-

said 1ndictment.

-

3. That a brief summary of said recollections and thelr subsequent disposi-

tion by plaintiff are as follows: 8
, ~180-
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lziztif®' 5 zonfineasnt ia 1968<u >wrote down
on a money recaizt issued fortn fréa the.Sherirr's office of the Shelby
county, Tennessee, jail information waich plaintift believed had a direct

.

bearing om said cr. iadictment. See, Ex--A.

(bv) the information consisted of ielephone numbers & one name & address; all

numbers were writteﬁ down backwards,-including the address. .

(c) the two telephone numbers were listed mext to the word "Sister", the
first being listed in, Rew 0rleans,~Louiéiana; the second being in, Baton

Rouge, Louisiana.
(d) the address is listed under the name,; Vera C. Staples.

{e) the telephone number listed under the Baton Rouge address was furnished
to plaintiff's attorney, Percy Forenan, who was representing plalntiff in
said cr. indictment.

(;) the address was mot investigated until plaintiff was incarcerated -upon
plg&ing to said indictment; a compendium of the post trial 1pvestigati§£
would 1ndicéte-' the information cited above was given to a St. Louis, Miss-
’ouri labor 1eader, and informed it partained to the MLK jr. case, who app-

areatly in turn furnished ‘'said information to a Nashville, Tennessee, ex-

,Attornéy to investigate; said Attorney had sources in the State of Louisiana

_in!estigatg.the matter and thereafter said Attormey reported the Baton Rouge
listed number resident was-under tre influence of the.Teamsters union; and

" the New Orleans listed number resident was émong other things an agent of
a mideast organization disturbed bécause of Dr. King's reported forthcoming,
before his death, .public support of the Palestine Arab cause. (References to

the address if any was unclear.)

() Fﬁe Plaintiff had come .by said name & address shortly before crossing
the rbrder in November 1967 from Tijuana, Mexico, into the Uni;ed States;
the name was Randolph Erwin~Rosen,.1180 N.W. River Drive, Miami, Florida;
ather reference was made to a LEAA; a check through the Vlaml directory in
1970 1u§icted no Roren listed with the above first &% aecond name; in 1973-

?4 a Chicago, Illinois, reporter was quired as to the name of a Rosen who

¥was an official in the © o-ressive Labtof Party, the reporter later responded-

sald Rosen, or Rosens, activities were mainly in the New vork New York,

area; shortly'thereafter said reporter was suhstantiated by material plain-

tiff received 1ndirect;y fron the Hon. Richard Ichord a congressman from

. el _181_ L P : Do e
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Missouri; theréétter an Attormey in Oklahoma City, Ollancma, was furnished

the Rosen name and asked if he could find any information re the subject

in, New Orleans, and informed the subject mighf have a cr. record; the At%-
orney'rep;rted back that the subject's last name most likelx wa;,.Rosehson,
and that he»had a Cr. conviction in New Orleans, Louisiana, federal court for
& marcotics violation; thereafter a Temnesses licensed Attormey procured '
the tr. of said conviction; subsequently another check was.made through the,
Miami, telephdane directory which did list a "Randy Rasendon" but with an

address discrepency.
A}

4+ That plaintiff intended the above information for exclusive use, after
a through investigation, in a Jury trial under said cr. indictment--rather
than for commercialzing in the communications industry--and in consequence

wilhheld parts thereof from plaintiff E Cr. Attorneys, who were enmeshed

. with defendant (novelist) Wllllam Bratford Huie in commercial publishing

ventures: Ist) Attorney Arthur Hanes 5r., who immediately upon entering the

suit contracted with defendant, Huie and an) Attorney Percy Fbrenan, wno while

" mot entering into literary comtracts with "r. Hujie until Jaruary 1969, two

months afte: Foreman's entering the suit, Mr. Foreman did not question plain-
tiff about said information or ather aspects of the cr. indictment-~because

Oof his (Foreman's) admitted trial Preparation methods——until February 1969. -

- 5 That in February 1969, after Percy Foreman had entered into literary

Contracts with defendant, Rule, plaintiff furnished Attorney Foreman with

" the above mentioned,. Baton Rouge, phone number and asked him to investigate

in comnection with the MLK jr. honicide. Shortly thereafter Mr. Ferezan

-replied in effect that if there were to be any telephone numbers refered

to: in court he (Foreman) would furnish. them through contacts in interstate

gambling--Mr. Foreman mentioned a, Mr. Meyer Lansky, as his source.

6. That subsequently, after'the prosecution and Pe}cy Foreman had maneuvered

Plaintiff intp entering a plea to satd indictment, the plaintiff on March

T1th 1969 was checked into the Tennessee State penitentiary--Nashvilie

Branch--and therein all plaintiff'é personal property including the paper
herein attached as EX-A, and includigg incoming legal & personal letters

pailed to said prison, were confiscated from plaintiff. Two or three days

;latar after discussing briefly with State corrections commissiomer, Harry

Avery, the letters including EX~A were returned to plaintiff by said, -182-
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trial under the petition refered to 1n paragraphrs above.

C,

L Q

comnisaloner, Harry Avery. (except for a thin line circiing soze writings

the property seemed in order.

\

7{ That prior to Plaintiff's transfer to the aforementioned penitentiary,
Commigsioner Avery, the late Governmor of Tennessee, Hon, Buford Ellington,

and Governor Ellington's adninistrative assistant, Mr..Willian L. Barry,

had decided and committed to writing (see, Avery testimony in, Ray vs. Russ-
ell, U.S., Dis. Ct. M.D. Tn. Civ. Actlon no. 5590, 1970)Plaintiff's treat-
ment upon entefing sald penitentiary,ie, arbitrary lodging of Plaintiff in

‘so0litary confinenment immediately upon his entering prison.

A}
8, That thereafter on (March 13, 196)) when plaintiff commenced petitioning
the trial court for a new trial under said indictment, Commissioner Avery

atteﬁpted to persuade Plaintiff against seeking a trial under said indictment

and after failing that informed Plaintiff that he would hever be releasted

from solitary confin~ment while he (Avery) was corrections commiseiloner.

9..That in the succeeding yeérs until the preseat Plaintif{ has been arbi-
traril& locked in solitary confinezent/seéregation for approximately five

years, during which time their has beesn several sulcides by prisoners beéa
ause of the har;hnent of the confinement including two iz) who burned thenm-

~selves to-death. See, EX--B.

[

10, That after the aforementioned élaa by Plaintiff the trial Judge, Hon.
Preston Battle, departed from Hemphis, Ténnessee, for a vacatiqﬁ and while
on sald vacation the thén Governor of Tennessee, Hon..Buford Eliington,
upon learning of Plaintiffts effort to receive a jury trial under said in-
dictment, dispatched State officials to located Judge Battle to offer hinm

- the next Appellate Judgshlp vacancy 1f the Judge would deny Plalntiff a

- 1%, That or or about March 12th 1969 in.the prison segregation building

3 m e

Plaintiff was confronted through a'rué@?éi2§§}%1a1 agent, Robert Jensen

of th§ Memphis, Tennessee, federal bhféau of investagation office. The
thrust of “r. Jensen's conversation was secking cooperation of Plaintiff

in furthereing the FBI investigation of aéih cres lndictment. When Plaintisf
refused the cooperation offeerr. Jensen upon departing said Plaintiff could

expect Plaintiff Brothers (Joan & Jerry Ray) to joim him in prison, or words

" to that effect, thereafter: ' -183-
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(a) Suuintiftrs brother, Jer}y Ray, was ig;}:idated to the extent
that he had to resign his job in tha Chicago, Illinois, area; sub-
sequently after forecing him froa his Job the FBI attempted to rrane'
him for numerous crimes, '

(b) Plaintifi's other brother, John Ray, was arrested b& police
while driving his car in the St. Louls, Missruri, area and subsequent-
ly charged by the FBI for alding and abetting a bank robbery. Tried
and convicted with a defendant whom the governanent alleged actually
robbed sald bank, John was given 18 years and the alleged robber 10
years; upon appeal the alleged robber's conviction was reversed by the
8th U.S, circuit court of appeals because the fruits of an 1llegaly
Bearch & selzure was used against him; however, the 8th circuit ruled
tha7 the fruits of. the illegal search. was not ‘ground “for reversing
John Ray's case becasue the alleged evidenco (stolen noney) wvas not
taken from him; upon re-irial the alleged robber was acquited; sub-
seguently zrother defendant in the robbery was charzed and entered a
Plea for three (3) years which was later reduced to eighteen months
by the government,

. o !

12. That in June 1959 Plaintiff filed a civil action in the United States

- District court for the M.D. of Tennessee seeking to void contracts between

plaintiff, the aforementioned Percy Foreman, and defendant, Hule. In att-

enpting to have said civii.gction (Complaint) dismissed, thus necessitat-

ing the refilingz by Plaintiff‘in the W.D. of Tennessee, the defendants

Attp:nej the late, John J. Hooker sr., of the Davideon county Tennessee

bar, illegally procured Plaintiff's entire prison record, including doricle

informatibn, from the aforementioned corrections comnissloner, Harry Avery,

and was thus able to have said Complaint dismissed in the M.D. of Tennessee

and reflled in the W.D. (civil action no. C-o9-199) before Judge McRae,

because of sald domicle information.

i3. That thereafter ir -civil action no. C~69-199 one of Judge McRae's

than 1ive testimony--subaequently the Judgs dismissed the sult on motionm ..
o: the defendants. . . .

14, That folldwing the United States Sixth circuit court of apveals ruling
on february 3rd'l9?4.ordering an evidentlary hearing into the ¢ircumstances
0f Pleintiff's aforementioned guilty plea under said indictment defendant,
Judge McRae, agaln assumed Jurisdiction to conduct said hearing (civil
action no.C—?h—IGS) and again ruled that the two principal witnesses, the

, | | -184-
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aforeaentioned Fercy roreman & defeadant Hule, would not have to undergo
¥er by ruling the Plaintiff's subpoena powers were linmited to a 100 mils
radius of Menphls, Tennessee.

That Judge McRae further prejudicial & arbitrary actions & inactions
listed below effectively diminished_the Plairtliff's right under tke Unlted

States Supreme court mandate for a full and equitable evidentiary hearing:

(a) the court ruled in effect f_____ af the solicitation of the
State's Attorney, defendant Heile--who had complained to the court that
the press was urging the State to ask certain questions of Plaintiff--that
General Haile could inquire of Plaintiff's alleged informat;on ke (plaint-

i£f) provide sald Percy Foreman concerning others persons allegedly culpa-

" ble under said cr. indictment. Thereafter, althoe Plairptiff did refer to
N v

information described above as beingvgiven'to Mr. Foreman by Plaintiff, and

within the confines of the above court ruling, neither defendaxnt, Ha;le,

or, Judge McRae questioned Plaintiff in the matter.

(b) Judge McRae in’csncert with defencant, Pellicciotti, has con-
eisteﬁtl&--despite pe£itions from Pléintiff's counsel, Jamgs 2. Lesar-~
declined to forward to the U.S. 6th circuit coﬁrt of appeala_relévant &
necessary portions of the transcript in said evidentiary'hearing:.specif-
ically, the definitive portions of aaid transcript evidencing, -ercy Forenan,
arter i;Qatation, refused to offer live testiuony in said evidentiary hear-
ing; and thus through their deleterious inactions in the tr. matter contri-
buted substantially to the 6th circult decision against Plalntiff therein.
- ' | . '

f' (¢) Judge McRae has ignored a petition to take perpetuating testi-~
mony, filed after sald evidenfiary hearing, from defendant, Huie. Mr. Huie

beirg a principal character. therein.

15, That prior to sald evidentiary hearing, Judge lMcRae, mislead or att-
empted to mislead Plaintiff's Tennessee cr. counsel aé efidenced by a
series of letters Plaintiff received from sald Counsel (Mr. Robert I.
Livingston) implying that during several encounters with Judsé McRae he
(Livingston) was lead to belisve the court was sympathetic to Plailntiff's
case and thus a vigorus pressntation by Plainfirf's counsel wouid not be

necessary or desirable. . : : -185-
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law. See, EX~--C.

c. .0

16. That their have beea Subdlicized allerations that, Judze McRae, is

aore concerned with the political ertects of his decisions than the

12. That the cierk of the 6ourt defendant, Pellicciotti; whereig sald
.evidentiary hearing was conducied acted in concert‘wiiﬁ, Judge !lcRae,
in declining to prepare and forward tr. material, described in paragraph
14—b above, to the U.S. sixth circuit thus contribﬁting substantially

" to the sixth circuit denjirg Plaintif‘ relief under sald avidentiary

hearing. \

18. That defendant, Haile, who was the State's chief counsel in the afore-
mentioned evidentiary hearing, but is now in private practice, has libel-
ed Plaintiff by aiding & abetting defendant, McMillian, inm McMilldan's

preparing & authoring the aforementioneg artilce for defendant, TIME.

. 19. That defendant, }icMillian, informed Plaintiff's brather, Jerry Ray,

" of hi's (ME@Millian's) relationship with defendant, Haile. .. ~.:i..

 20. That in 1975 defendant, Haile, appeared with defendant, McMillian,

at the Tennessee State penitentiary--Nashville Branch--wherein McMillian

requested warden, James H. Rose, a personal friend of Halle, to contact

- Plaintiff and ask if he would consent to an interview by, MeMillian.

Warden Rose did forward said 1ntérv;ew request to Plaintiff which Plaintiff
declined and, thereafter, Haile & McMillian viewed the solitafy confinement )

" building wherein Plaintiff was housed.

. 2F. That defendant, Haile, while asst. att. gen. for the State of Tenn-

essee several times rublicly criticised court decisions unfavorable to hin
.in a manner euggesting he was attempting to intircidate Judges, acts for
which he subsequently was diamissed from the A.G.'s office by the Att-

ormney General for the State of Tennessee.

; 22. That in the January 26, 1976, issue of TIMZ magazine (EX--p) under

the title of "The King Assassination Revisited", defendant, McMillian,

authored a malicilous article subtitled "I'm gonna k111 that nigger Xing"

' and alleged said subtitle to be a statement made by Plaintiff.

Said article is littersed with de;iberate fabrications, and while of a

hollywoodish chara;tor they are delivered with malice intent, begining -186-
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n,,.In 1963 and <::h lartiz Lutker Xing was oa v alhvs% everyday, talking
defiantly about how Rlack peorle were going to gst their rights...Ray
vatched it all avidly on the cell-block TV at Jaf? City. He reacted as
if-K%ng's remarks weré directed at him personally. He Soiled when King
came on the tube. He began to cail him Martin 'Lucifer! King and Martin
Luthér 'coos'. It got so that the very sight of King would galvanize

Ray ". p. 18 sald article, A ‘

The facts are fhat their were no TV sets in the cellblocks or, cells,
during Plaintiff's entire sojourn in the Missourl State penitenfiary at,
Jefferson City; aﬁd, that derendané McMiilian is cognizant of this fact
through conversations with Missouri correctioné ofiicials whom he has

contacted for information numerous times. See, EX--£.

25. That several oilcr deliberate fabrications with malicious intent in

Baid article are: - v

(a) "Ray and (bis fellow convict ?aymond) Curtis would set around,
often high on speed...”" Speed being a form of narcotic. p. 18.

() "On April 24, 1967, just one day after Ray escaped from the
prison at Jefferson City, he met his -Brothers Jack and Jerry in Chicago's
Atlantic Hotel..." Allegedly, say's McMillian, discussing the murder of
Hartin Luther Xing. p. 18. '

(c) that McMillian alleged Plaintiff's Brothers, Joha & Jerry Ray,

. had, from conversations with Plaintiff, knowledge before the fact of the

.o

MLK Jr. murder. PP. 18 & 23,

24. That the State of Missouri's department of corrections conzrissioner,

Mr, George M. Canmp, alleges in etreét that defendant McMillian is a fraud

‘dn connection with McMillian's aforementioned allegations concerning Plain-

tiff's conduct while in said Missouri penitentiary. see, EX~-E.

25. That the Missouri prisoner defendant McMilllan principally relies on
to substantiate his allegations, allegations that Plaintiff not only
Ploted the murder of MLK Yr. but was also a narcotic addict, marcotic
peddler, ect. ect., 18 reveled to be dne, Raymond Curtis.

Said, Raymond Curtis, attezpted onced to converse with Plaintif? while in

Bald penfitentiary, thereafter he (Curtis) voluntarily "checked into"

Begregation, after being exposed as a proffessional informer, and thus

-187-
P. 9
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was thereafter limited ia his prison association to his cwn type.

26 That sﬂor:ly after Plaintiff's arest in 1968 to anser for said cr.
indictment defendant thillian stated at a news conference that since he
(McMillian) knew Plaintiff was guilty of the indictment charge he (McMill-
ian) would mot have to investigate the case. Thus 1t followsva fortlori
that McMillian has rélied on the work product of other nmovelist to sub-

stantiate sizeadle portions of his allegations in sald TIME arfncle.

27. That defendant McMillian has posted Plalntiff numerous létters, first

. - )
threatening, then cajoling, in seeking intervliews for use in sald article

and his alleged forthcoming book re Plaintiff.

28,- That defendant TIME magazine has a vested (financial) interest in

- publishinzg sald artilce by McMiliian—-tﬁus in promoting McMillian's forth-

coming book re Plaiptiff-- in that McMillian's publisher, Little Brown,

is a subsidary of TIME inc.

1] - - . .
29. That defendat TIME deceived their own agent (Richard C. Woodbury) in
their Chicago, Illinois, office into th*nsing TIWP would run an objcctive

atory re the matter. See, -X——F.

E)

. 30. That defendant TIJE was consclously endeavoring to influence the

United tates Sixth Circuit court of appeals 1n, Ray v. Rose, no. 7?-
1543, whick just a few days subsequent to said article heard aggunents
in the abbve Ray v. Rose sult to determine whether to order Plaintiff a

new trial under said cr. indictment,

b 3. That TIME inc. has a history of conspiring to subvert the Judicial

© - and political processes by publishing, timely, melicious artlcles prior

to Judicial decisions or election of public officialat

32+ That because defendant, TIME, has made a fresh investigation )p. 17

‘said article) into the "case''--thelr initial 1nvestigation-evidently

being perdormed by Time inc. LIFE magazine in 1968-~TIMZ is cognizant

that a substantial portion of said article is false & malicious.

3. That substantial portions of sald artilce by McMillian were supplled

to Mr. McMillian by defendants, Frank & Hule--Defendant, Huie, published

a novel ra Plaintif? in 1970 titled "He Slew the Dreamer!; defemdont, -138-,
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© 34. That tho false allagations in sald article: wthat Plaintiff committied
‘  a holdup in London, ngland, and that George C. Wallace would pardom

| plaintiff, PP. 17 23 respectively, were sﬁnolied to defendant MceMillian
L : by defendant Hule as evidenced by statements made directly to Plaintiff

by the above mentloned Percy Foreman (quoating Hule to Plaintiff) along

with oral & writtenm declarations by Defendat, Hule. See, D L

35, That defendant Hude in his ongoing media campalgn agalnst Plaintiff

libeled Plaintiff in a CBS-TV interview hosted by, lan Rgther, on or

K about January 2, 1976, by taléely alleging in effect that Plaintiff had
3 .

ff murdered MLK Jr. and, robbed a loan cozpany in London, England.

36, That the false allegations in reference to Adolth Hitler (p. 23 sald
article) was supplied to defendant: McMillian by Defendant, Frazlz, as ev-

idenced by statements made directly to plaintiff by Plaintiff's former

-Attorney (who was interviewed extensively bJ defendant, Frank) Robert H11l1,

of the Chattanocoga Tennessee bar.

- ‘37, That defendant Huie has a history, for c0mmercial reasons, of

too contentiousness with said Gov. Viallace.

X ) 38. That defendant Frank hasia history of defendiﬂg Zionism even when
! - -it includes zﬁrder, eg, 6ee Ffank’s novel, publisher in 1963, titled‘
| "THE DEED", and if allegations in.coﬁnt 2-f above are substantiated in
court proceeding Hr. Frank's intrusion into said cr. indictment as a

Government advoéate 415 readily explicabls.

.39, That an article in the BILALIAN NEVS published Marchk 12, 1076‘ pags 15,

l

y ;:peuultimate paragranh, reported MEK Jr. was shifting his political alli-
J ances...Dr. King was shiftino his political allinaces and civil rigbts

l approach. To supnort tbis view observers point to Dr. King's views on
the Viet Ham war and his growing support of the labor movement. Dr. King
was also coming under the influence of the Teaching of the Honorable

[ Master Elijah Muhammad..." ‘ .o

40, That Plaintiff filed a 1ibel suit in the United States Dis. Ct. for
the W.D, of Tennesses titled Ray V. Frank, Civil sctlon no. C-73-126
against herein defendant, vrank, in 1973, and had process served upon

hiz through kis publisher, Doubleday company. Mr. Frank was subsequently
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releived by the Court as a defendant in sai& sult by falsely alleging

{ See, EX—8. p. 1) a process deficiency; Mr Frank's in effect falsely

. alleged that he & Doubleday Company's affiliation was formal & transitory.

41., That the record will confirm that not _one of the Plaintiff's accusers

- -~ —— .
-

in the comaunication incustry have ever offered live testizmony in a court
0f law but on the coatrary, they have utiilzed numerous rugea to avoild
process and the subpoena while the record will evidence Plaintirf'has not
only sgiven live gestimony (in the aforementioned evidentiary hearing) but
prior to the plea in sald er. indictment was in contention with his cr.
counsel in their insistence--in collusion with defendant, Hule--that plaint-

1£f not be a defenss witness therein.

kéreover, nothing of substance indicates that the legal system—
influencial publishing compsnies combine are not acting in concert ts assu-
re that their shall never be a (Jury) trial for Pleintiff, criminal or

¢civil, that's related to said iﬁdictment...apparentiy because it wouid nou

1

" be a "show trialh,i.e., the Government could not sustain it's heretofore

nedi;.case. R .

Ana it would appear that a cr. defendant wilithout the ecoromic
or politicai influence to effectivgly contest the above situation 1s not
only subject to the denial of due process but can also expect his family
nemﬁers to be jailed and framed for criminz) offences while the same pub-
lishing industries, sg, defendant, TIME, complain self-rignteously adbout

some distant country's coréctions or legal systen.

Further, it seem's that, by chancd, the same media-political
combine that coalesced in the Watergate investigation-vrosecution and

demanded full disclosure: are out-of the same sack as thoes who prosecuted

Plaintiff under said cr. indictment and who are mow opposed to di;:lcsures.:

IR SUMMARY: the above mentioned Percy Foreﬁan has heretofore,
since he & the cher;nent aanguvered Pl;intiff into-said indictment plea,
been giving a running commentary in the media on how he (Foreman) accom-
plished the feat. Now he has published analsgously éhe epllogue to the

feat in the STAR magazine ﬁherein he pronounces:?
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"...witéizge pudblicity, appelléte courts are rsluctant to
reverse becausa 1t ‘would bring down a heap of criticisa from
the pudlic who are Dot famildiar with the ruls.aznd regulation
of law...t0o find a Judge or a group of Judges with ehought
courage would on experience, be unexpected, Ses, EX--M.

42. That the defendants, TINE inc., George McMillian, W, Henry Haile,
William Bratford Huie, and Gerold Frank are gullty of the violation

as follows:

(a) of libeling plaintiff in said TIME article with malicios intent.

43. That the defendants, TIME inc., George Mctillian, 7. Henry Haile,
are guilty of the violation as follows:

(a) of acting in collusion, by the nature of sald article and it's
Publishing date, to influence the U.S. 6th circuit court of appeals in,
Ray v; Rose, ilo. 73-1543, adversely to herein Plaintiff, thus obstructing
Justice and violating plaintiffts civil rights. h

uh.-ThaE dereddant, Hcﬁillian,ié in addition guilty of the violation

. Ve

as follows: - vo-

(a) of receving & publishing malicious marerial from defendants,
Hule & Frank, with a reckless disregard for the truth or falsdty of said
material thus compounding MeMillian's libel.

45+ That defendant, Huie, is in addition suilty of the violation as follows:

“(a) of liveling with malicious inteny by falsely charging on a

~CBS-TV sﬁecial dated January 2, 1976, and hosted by Dan Rather, that ¥laint-

1£f had in effect murdered, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., and, robded a
loan company in, London, Ergland, ’ o

46, That defendant, Haile, is guilty of the -additional violationras follows:

(a) ot violating Plaintiff's civil rights'with malicious intant
by aiding & abetting defendant, McMillian, 11 his (MEmillf{an's) publisking
sald articls, through furnishing McHill&aﬁ'information f}om the files of
the Tennessee Attorney Gerneral's office wnile he (Halle) was asst. Att. Gen,
(b) of having direct inowledge resuiting from his tenure in the
Tennessea A.G. office ard his association'w;th the aforementioned, Percy

Foreman & Villdiam L. Barry, of the trutfulness of allegation nade in count-3
bereir abave, thus violating Flaintiff!'s civil rights.

-191-
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47. That defendants, Judge McRae & Brenda Pellicciotti, are gullty of
the civil rights violation as follows:

.

(a) of deliberately withholdie% relevant portions of Plzintiff's
transcript from anr appellate court, refered to in count-14 b above, and
thus contributed substantially to that court--U.S. 6th circuit court of,
appeals--sustaining Judge lMcRae's earlieruruling therein agcinst Plaintiff.

48 . That defendant Judge HcRae, is in addition guklty of the civil right's
violation as follows:

A

(a) of refusing to act on a motion to take perpetuating testi-
nony from defendant, Huie, in the aforezentioned evidentiary hearing, re-
fered to in count-14 ¢ above,

49.. That the Plaintiff is entitled to exemnlary damages because defendants,

" excluding Judge McRae & Pellicciotti, should be taught that the culpabil-
"1ty of defendants in c¢r. indictments were intended under tkhe United States.
constitutiOn'to be decided iﬁ courts of law rather than through fraudulent
nisrepresentetions in the commercial commﬁnications 1ndustry; and ths cther.
two defendants that legal requirements preceie political comsiderations

or blasness against a particular litigant.

50 . That as‘a result of the defendants ections clted herein the Plaintiff
has not only been ligeled in a maligant fashion but thoes who have the
responsibility of upholding litigants constitutional riuhts have by their

collusive acts indirectly contributed to znd encouraged the libel.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands Judgment from defendants, ex-

Veludiﬁs Judge lMcRae, ﬁhnitive damages of Five hundred thousand dollars
respectively.

James E. Ray
Station--A
Nashvllle, Tennessee.

R Plaintite /) /1///,/(5; @

2
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State of Tennessee } ..
SHELBY COUNTY

1, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, do hereby certify that the fore-
(5) FIVE

Pages contain a full, true and perfect copy of the

going.
goiung.

PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OF GULLTY AND

ORDER AUTHIORIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL AND ACCEPTING PLEA OF GUIL;'IY AD

VOIR DIRE OF DEFENDANT ON WAIVER AND ORDER - OF JAMES EARL RAY - DOCKET NUMVER B-16645

as the same appears of record now on file in my office.
¢ - In Testimony Whercof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal

of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis.

this__16_day ot AUG. 1976
- /s/ J.A.BLACKWELL Clerk
! ’ e —
P . " By MMFPL (Dl CE) D, C.
5 State of Tennessee | IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENN.
Pl SHELBY COUNTY | Memphis, Tenn..._ AUG, 16,1976 _ 19 ____
] .
:' [ 1, _WILLIAM H, WILLIAMS -, sole and preaiding Judge of the Criminal Court of said
- County Division _3____, certify that J. A. BLACKWELL, who gave the foregoing certificate, is.now, and
" l__' . was a! the time of signing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a Court of Record, and that
é . his attestation is in due form, and his official acts, as such, are entitled to full faith and credit. |
- 4 " Witness my hand, this. 16 day of AUG. 1976
o e N ALl Sudge.
] State of Tennessee }
: SHELBY COUNTY J
L J. A BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, certify that HON.
. ~WILLIAM H. WILLIAMS , whose genuine official signature appears to the above
‘ - a;:d ‘l.':ez"g?}o 'annexed Certificate, is and was at the time of signing the same, sole and presiding Judge of the
" SRER Cmmn.nl é&m Division_ 3 _____, in and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and quali-
J " fied, and that all his official acts, as such, are entiled to full faith and credit.
- y In Testimony Whereof I have hereunts set my hand and affixed the seal
? | ' of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis,
v CmeRe TR L T [s/ SABNCEELL Clerk.
! ] - By. 2l L2 ,2%7 /%V) D. C.
: e S ~194-
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IN TR ALMINAL COURT OF SHILIY COUNTY, Tmnn T
DIVISION TIT
STATE OF TZNNEZSSEE ’
; vs, : NO. 16645
. JAMES EARL RAY '
© DEFENOANT
PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUEST FOR
. ACCEPTANCE OF PLEA OF GUILTY
That my true full neme is JAMES EARL RAY end X ossert that

21l proceedings cgainst me should be hoed in the neme which I hereby déclare'to be my
true nona, :

o . My attorney in the csuse is PERCY FOREMAN » Who was se-
"7 lected snd retsined by me,/who was appointed by tne Courq rkxyxxzquest, to represent
me in this cause, and Hugh Stanton, Sr., Public Defender,

. I have received a copy of the indictment telore being called upoa to plesd,
and I have read end discussed it with my attorney, and believe end feel that I under-
stand the asccusation made sgainst me in this cese and in each case listed herein. I
hereby weive the formal reading of the indictment,

e b I have told my attorney the facts and surrounding eircumstances ss known

~ |- to me concerning the matters mentioned in the indictments, and believe snd feel that
my sttorney is fully informed as to all such matters. My attorney has informed ne

; 8t to the nature snd cause of each accusation egeinst me, end as to mny snd all

. . possible defenses I might nave in this cause.

. My sttorney has advised me as to the punishment provided by law for the

. 1 effenses charged and exbraced in the indictrent sgsinst me. My attorney has further
. '~ advised that punishment which the law provides for the crime with which I an charged
in the indictiment is as follows: .

(. death hy electrocution or confinement in the State Penitentiary for

life or for some period of time over twenty (20) years

and if pccepted by the Court and Jury my sentence on s plea of guilty will be:

confinement in the State Penitentiary for ninety-nine years (99).

Lo It has bzen fully explained to me and I understand that I mey, i{f I so choose,

" plead "Not Guilty" to any offense charged sgainst me, end that if I choose to plesd "ot

Cuilty” the Constitution gusrantees and this Court wili provide me the right to s spzedy

... ond public trial by Jury; the right to see and henr all witnesses -against me; the right
to use the power ond process of the Court to compz2ll the production of any evidence,

¢ Aincluding the sttendance of any witness, in my favor; and the right to have the sssis-

tance of counsel in my defense at ell steges of the procesdings.

~In the exercise of my own free will end choice and without any threats or
nressure of sny kind or promises of gain or favor from any scurce vhatsoever, and being
waily-avave of the sction I am taking, I do hercby in open Court request the Court to

o ascept oy ples of guilty to the charges outlined herein. I hereby walve.any right I
.9" T T mayy or could have to a Motion for o New Triel, ond/o an appeal,
[ . l. - m {wz . bQV\ —‘—_'
. ) - Delendant 'é
&;;n 83; . ‘ : . ' -

N (T

’
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‘il THC CRLMINAL COUKT OF SHeLEY counry >-TTinzEsas
. .DIVISISH III

STATE OF - TENGDSSEE. - : ' i ' ' S
Vs NO._ 16645 '
JAMES_EARL RAY

= : "~ ORDER AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF TnIAL 2&XD ACLL:TIhq
L , " PLEA OF GUILTY

‘This csuse cace on ror hearing beiore the Homorsble V.

PRESTON BATTLE » Judge of Division JII  , of the

Criminel Court of Shelby County, Temnesses, on the petition of the .

defendant, JAMES EARL RAY ~_, for Waiver of trisl by Jury and

request for gcceptsnce of a plea of guilty, ssid petition being attachzd
hereto end in"orporated by reference herein; upon statements msde in

‘. the District Attorney General
open Court by thc defgndsnt berein; his attorneysof record; /[the Assistant

’
Attom=yscﬂn=ral representing thc State of Tennessce, and from questioning
. by thc Court of defendent snd his counsel in open Court; and
iL , I’.l' APPEARING TO THE COURT after careful consideration thst the
. 'defeﬁdsnt herein has been fuily edvised and understsnds his right to a
tria) by jury on the merits of the indictmznt against hinm, aﬁd that the
defendsnt hercin does not elect to have s Jury deterﬁine kis guilt or
innocence under a plea of Not Guilty; end has waived the forzal reading
o “of the indictment, AMD: .
| | IT FURTHER APPEARING TO THZ CCURT that the defendant in!;elliécntly
an.d understendingly \-:aives_ his right to a trisl and of kis ovm f:ee:- will and
cholce anci without sny fh;'eats or pressure of sny kird ;:r promj:;es-, other
that the recommendstion of the State as to punishment; end does ée;ire to
‘enter & plea of guilty end accept the rccsmmet'adut.ion ol: the State as to
punishnent,» walves his right to 2 Motion for a New Trisl and/or &0 appeel,
. IT IS THEREFCRE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the petition

filed herein be snd the suzc is hereby gronied.

HW 55509

. IR .
- Enter this the [ = day of March » 1969,
ML :/\J—Lt:lk ’L ’
. _ ’ JUDGE
1. . o . -196-
K|
- ’ ' - —
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JUDGE “James Earl Ray, stand.”

JUDGE. "Have your lawyers explained all your rights to you and do

|
l
o you understand them?"
| DEFENDANT  "Yes ‘

|

JUDGE "Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jury on the
charge of Murder in the First Degiee against you, the punish-
ment for Vurder in the First Degree ranging from Death by
Electrocution to any time over twenty years? The burden of
pProof is on the State of Tennessee to prove you guilty be-
{; ‘ yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certa1nty and the de-
L cision of the Jury must be unanimous both as to guilt and
punishment?

- In the event of a jur& verdict against you, you would
have the right to file a Motion for a New Trial addressed tc

the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against

; . o you on your Motion for a New Trial, you would have the right
' | to succe551ve appeals to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap-
peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file a pe-

tition for review by the Supreme Court of the United States?‘

. Do you understand that you have all these rights?"
. DEFENDANT  "Yes"

£’ JUDGE "You are entering a plea of Guilty to Murder in the First

Degree as charged in the Indictment and are compromising

and settling your case on agreed punishment of ninety-nine
L - Years in the State Penitentiary. Is this what you want to
b - do?" .
I" ¢ DEFENDANT  vyesr
l ~ JUDGE "Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giving
up", a.formal trial by your Plea of Guilty although the laws
. of this State require the prosecution to present certain evi-
T dence to a jury in all cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder in
) the First Degree? : N\
f . o . " ‘_‘.-.-—f
i qgfg : _ ; : e %
"'é‘ L T R ORI L D . .
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Page 2 - ’ . <j>
. Voir Dire of Defe._Jant on Waiver and Order :

By your plea of guilty yoh aremglso waiving your ;ights
to (1) Motion for a New"TriAliffzi Sﬁﬁﬁessive.Appéals to
the Tennessee Court of -Criminal Apﬁéals;ahd'fhe Supreme
Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition for Review by'the‘Supreme
mCourt:othhe United States. - .
By your plea of guilty you are also abandonihg'ahd
waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions
and Petitions in which the Court has heretofore ruled“agéinst
you in whole or in part, among them being:
- - 1. Motion to withdraw pléa and quash-indictment
2. Motion to inspect evidence
3. Motion to remove lights and cameras.from jail -
4, vMotionvfof private consult#tion witﬁ'atédrne}
5. Petition to authori;e defendant . to téke depoéitious
" o 6. Motion to permit conference with Huie
7. Motion to permit photographs
8. Motion to designate court reporters
9. Motion to stipulate testimony
10. Suggestion of proper name"

'DEFENDANT "Yes*

et

JUDGE "Has anything besides this sentence of ninety-nine years in

S

W the penitentiary been promised to you to get you to plead
| guilty?. Has anything else been promised you by anyone?"
L DEFENDANT  "No" |
' JUDGE "Has any pressure of any kind, by aﬁyone in any way been
- used on you to get you to plead guilty?”

DEFENDANT  "'No"

JUDGE "Are you pleading guilty to Murder in the First Degree in
this case because you killed Dr. Martin Luther-King under
such circumstances that would make you legélly guilty of

 Murder in the First Degree under the law as explained to
you by your lawyers{" |

' DEFENDANT  "Yes" _ _ -

L ] e

‘L_/f:_ . ' | £ -198-
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Page 3
Voir Dire

JUDGE

DEFENDANT
JUDGE

DEFENDANT |
JUDGE

of Defendant on Waiver and Order

"Is this Plea of Guilty to Murder in the First Degree with

agreed punishment of ninety-nine years in the State Peni-

tentiary, freely, voluntarily and understandingly made and

entered by you?"

"Yes"

"Is this Plea of Guilty on your part the free act of your
free will, nade with your full knowledge and understanding
of its meaning and consequences?"

l'Yesll .

"You may be seated.”

_199_
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EXHIBIT 17
(Classified)
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o EXHIBIT 18 -
(Classified)
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