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Observing the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Republic of Vietnam to
the Communist forces of North Vietnam.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APRIL 21, 2005
Mr. ToMm DAvVIS of Virginia (for himself, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California, Ms.
LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. BECER-
RA, Ms. Sownts, Ms. WATSON, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Ms. WATERS, Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of
California, Mr. FILNER, Mr. FARR, Mr. AKIN, Ms. WoOLSEY, Mr. ED-
WARDS, Mr. HonDA, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr. WoLF, Mr. LINCOLN
D1az-BALART of Florida, and Mr. BERMAN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Committee on International Relations

RESOLUTION

Observing the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Republic

of Vietnam to the Communist forces of North Vietnam.

Whereas on April 30, 1975, the Republic of Vietnam fell to
the Communist forces of North Vietnam, resulting in a
world refugee crisis of historic proportions, and yielding
approximately 3,000,000 refugees around the world and

at least 500,000 individuals who died at sea;

Whereas since 1975, the 1,500,000 Vietnamese who resettled
in the United States have, through perseverance and
hard work, been able to rebuild their lives and form a wvi-

brant community across the United States which contrib-
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utes in many significant ways to the richness and diver-

sity of American society;

Whereas since 1975, Vietnamese Americans have worked tire-

lessly to promote democracy and freedom in Vietnam;

Whereas the Socialist Republic of Vietnam was established as
a one-party state ruled and controlled by the Vietnamese

Communist Party;

Whereas the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
continues to violate the liberties and civil rights of its
own citizens through arbitrary arrests, detentions without
trial, and the censorship of peaceful expressions of polit-

ical and religious beliefs;

Whereas Article 4 of the Constitution of the Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietham ensures the supremacy of the Vietnamese
Communist Party as the only political party in the coun-
try while continuing to enforce an extra-legal administra-
tive decree to detain or place under house arrest any dis-
sidents or civilians for up to 2 years, without trial, under

the pretext of “endangering national security’’;

Whereas, according to the Department of State and inter-
national human rights organizations, the Government of
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam continues to restrict
unregistered religious activities and persecutes citizens on
the basis of their religious and political affiliation
through arbitrary arrests and detention, harassment,
physical abuse, censorship, and the denial of the rights

of free association and religious worship;

Whereas the people of the United States are firmly com-
mitted to political, religious, and economic freedom for
the citizens of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the

United States fully expects equal protection under the
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law for all Vietnamese citizens, regardless of religious be-

lief, political philosophy, or socio-political association;

Whereas the United States honors all members of the United

States Armed Forces and members of the South Viet-
namese forces who fought in the Vietnam conflict, includ-
ing those individuals who gave the ultimate sacrifice,
their lives, for the cause of freedom during such conflict;

and

Whereas the interests of the United States with respect to
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the Socialist Republic of Vietnam will be best served
when freedom and democracy are fully restored to the Vi-
etnamese people and when basic human rights are re-
spected and enjoyed by all Vietnamese regardless of poli-
tics, religion, gender, or ethnic origin: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives

(1) observes the 30th anniversary of the fall of
the Republic of Vietnam to the Communist forces of
North Vietnam;

(2) supports all individuals taking part in
events in Washington, D.C. and across the United
States to observe this tragic event in world history;
and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
share in remembering this tragic event so as to pro-
vide a greater understanding of the role that this
event had in depriving the people of Vietnam of their

liberty and to provide the necessary leadership so
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that one day the Vietnamese people may enjoy free-

dom, democracy, and equality.
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