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A QULS1 IONNAIRfc SfTOYOF E^^R1ENT1AL REACTIONS TO Aier upper limbs when he felt tremors. He realized that a minor earthquake was in

EALER
progress and the voung woman moved toward him for support. Macedo

•mbraced the stranger and claims that he felt a sudden ‘surge of energy as well

is a strong conviction that he could heal her paralysis. When the earthquake

tremors subsided, the woman realized that she had used her arms for the first

time in many years. Because the stranger’s paralysis did not return, she

proclaimed herself ‘healed’ and gave Brother Macedo the credit
^

From the time of the experience, Macedo has devoted himself to spiritual

healing’, using a curative power he purportedly generates through prayer,

i Macedo uses the word ‘telergy’ to describe his work. In a typical healing session,

he will ask people to close their eyes and will hold his hands a short distance from

their body. He will then pray in an attempt to generate and transfer the telergy .

His prayers are directed to Jesus Christ.

Brother Macedo’s reputation has grown to the extent that he has been visited^
bv people from various parts of Brazil, as well as individuals from several foreign

countries. In addition, he claims that sometimes it is possible for him to heal

people at a distance. Macedo holds weekly healing seminars each Thursday and

encourages people to focus upon his meeting* at that time, believing that the
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of a rating of‘l’ varied; for half the questions it meant ‘a great amount and tor

the other half it signified ‘a small amount’. (For this reason, a number ofnegative

correlations were obtained, but for clarity Table 1 presents all correlations as

positive, including those obtained from the earlier sample.)

Using the Pearson product-moment coefficient of correlation, the

quantitative items from the first questionnaire were correlated with the 6

outcome items from the third questionnaire. The 3 quantitative items m the

second questionnaire were correlated with the 3 outcome items m the third

questionnaire. A total of 21 correlations were made. Fifteen individuals did not

complete either or both of their follow-up questionnaires, reducing the number ot

subjects to 10 (6 women, 4 men).

^Table 1 presents the results of this study and compares them to the data

obtained in the previous investigation. One question asked, If regaining hea t

necessitates changing your personality or style of living, to what extent would

vou be willing to make a change?’ Five types of response were possible ranging

from ‘I would not be willing to change my life’ to ‘I would make any changes a

all if it meant getting well’. These responses were significantly and positively

related to professed improvement in one’s spiritual viewpoint for both groups
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