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PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN JAPAN

Introduction

In 1992, he Jupanese Society for Parapsychology celehrated its 25th anniversary with a three-
day confercnce in Tokyo. 'Ihis soclety was founded by Professor Soji Otuni, an academic
psychologist at the Japanese Defense Academy. It has been the mainstay of responsible
purupsychology in Japan, and has ity iniellecmnal roots both in traditional Japanese approaches
‘and in the American cxpetimental approach of B Rhine. The lawter influence is largely due o
the time spent by Otani in Rhine’s lab iu the mid 1960°s, and more recently by Dr Shigeki
Hagio, an academic psychologist from Kagoshima Keizai University, in the southern part of
Japan, The Society hus u small membcrship, with relatively few empirical contributions,
averaging about seven reseurch-related reports each year. Separate sections below will cover
this year's JSP convention, as well as research recently initiatcd at Sony. l

Before considering recent research and researchers, some generul commensts on the social
context of parapsychology in Japan may he helpful. All are a mix of subjective impressions |
from the author's visit. Japan is a very polite, socially structured society. Criticism is indirect, i
inferred and often ruther gradual. Confrontation or debate at conferences or in the media has

been quite rare although that is changing, Researchers acknowledge that they obtain more ‘
direct and detailed criticisim when they present their work internationally. This is unfortunate |
for parapsychology, where critical {eedback is necessary 10 avoid the many pitfails of design, ‘
methodology, analysis and interpretatiun that can so easily arise, especially with novice |
researchers. Somc Japanese rescarch projects appear to suffer from lack of critical feedback. T i
has often been said that when people do not like an idea they will ignore it rather than confront ]
it. There has been very littlc public criticism of parapsychology by skeptical groups or |
academics, therefore, which probably is not a good thing. It means that the topic has been and i
can he safely ignored by the academic/intellectual community, ‘This is reflected in the dearth of |
bona fide academicians currently involved and in the relative lack of studcnt involvement. Ttis |
difficult if not impossible to interest university senior staff and administrators. There is l
insufficient precedent and untversities are very conservative, and reluctant to take on new 1
ideas. "The nail that stands out gets hammered down” is 2 well-known proverb, frequently 1
cited in conversation. The lack of academic involvement and other public discussion means }
that serivus public assessment of the swrengths and weaknesses of parapsychological research is '
greatly reduced. This in turn further marginalises the subject tor potential serious researchers.

An additional consequence is that the media themselves have no real guidelines for
distinguishing between competent and sloppy reszarch, in their own country and elsewhere.
Many programs ure made which desoribe rescarch activitics in China, Russia, North America
and Europe, which are very popular but have little quality control, Japunese psychics are
presented primarily through televised demonstrations which arc often poorly controlled, This
situation is amenable to some change, however, as Japanese media are eager to avoid mistakes
or being regarded after the fact as foolish. But when they seek advice, they have little idca
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themselves of the degree of expertise of those they consult. This i not unique to Japanese
media, of course. A trecent example of medin conflict over psychic claims is mentioned in the
atlached article by James MeClenon,

Japanese soclety as a whale is very open to parapsychology and to intelligent research in stch
arens, Survey figurcy show that only 10% of Japancse claiu religious belief, yet 8% claim to
practice Buddhism and %0% claim to practice Shinto. Most Japanese actively practice both,
and frequently engage in rituals of various sorts which imply direct interaction hetween their
own mental activities and the surrounding environment, including interaction with spirits.
Supplicatory prayer iy conunon, even by those who would claim that it's only a placebo, or that
they are engaging in a sovial uct to show their peers how dedicated they are wWwirds various
goals. The idea of using moidern tools to explore ancient claims is acceptable to most, because
Japanese society emphasiscs the integration of the old with e new in so many ways, Current
inierest in exploring psychic powers seems vurrently to focus on China and Russia/Siberia.
generally held by academics (o be the iwo main ancient sources of Japanese. spiritual tradition.
Siberia is less frequently acknowledged by the public as a wholg, but cvidence of Siberian

shamanizm as well as Induchinese shamanism (via Okinawa) can be seen in the forms of Shinto.

practices 1n less developed regions (occasionally reforred to as Mountain Shinto or "mouniuin
religion”. Included are various medinmisric and bealing practices, as well ag ideas of the
concentration of mental energy later incorporatcd in the mountain-based Ninja uuining centres
and in the Chinese wadition of Qi.

As a result of various factors including the above, serious psychical rescarch in Japan tends 1o
be practised by a hand(ul ol academics, hy a few members of the medical community, and by
individuals or small groups within industty, The most impressive example of the latter are the
rescasch facilities at the Sony Research Center in Yokohama,

Parapsychology Research at Sony

Professor Soji Otani and the author visited the Sony Research Center in August, 1992, where
there arc two laboratorics involved in parapsychological research. Our hosts were three
electrical engineers; Dr Toshiro Terauchi, Senior Manager of the ESPER Laboratory; Dr
Yoichiro Sako, Representarive of the ESPER Laboratory; and Dr Mitsuru Takashima,
Assistant Manager of the Pulscgraph Laboratory. Although all three spoke English, Dr

‘Terauchi served as our primary translator. We were given a brief history and introduction w

the rescarch of the two labs.

Seven years earlier, Mr Ibuka, Honorary Chairman of Sony Corporation, established a lab with
Dr ['akashima, to explore the mind-body aspects of oricntal mediciue, After three years the
Pulsegraph Lub was formed, to examine Eastern approaches through the tools of Wcstern
medicine. This has involved working with Chinese Qigong practitioners, primarily Mr
Naugoyd who has joined them. They study interactions between healers and non-¢linical
volunteers, focussing on the physiology of both healer and client. Measures are taken while the
heuler becomes relaxed and while the healer gives and receives energy, Thesc measures so far
have been taken on people in the sanie rovns no remore influence studies as yet. ‘They intend
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to look at differences in healers, both Japancsc and Chincsce, as well as differences in healing
environments, Ahhough they employ a variety of measurcs including EEG, body tempcrature
and standard plethysmography, their muin innovation so far is the development of the
pulsegraph, an instrument for meusuring pressure in the arteries at three adjacent locations,
primarily in the left and right wrists. The device places pressure on the artery at three adjacent
sites, varying the amount of pressure from hard to merely "floating". "T'his gives a total of 12
readouts, six from each hand, and enables assessment of vasomotor activity, heart rate, heart
beat amplitude, blood flow, viscosity, vessel elasticity and heart valve movement. Professor
Otani and 1 both went through this procedure and our polygraph records were examined
afterwards by Mr Nagoya. He examined the raw wave forms themselves as well as the varions
digitised readings provided, focussing on various pauerns. He then gave a description both of
the cardiovasvulur health of the individual, plus 4 character reading based on an assessment of
what the body-mind intcraction was likely to be, e.g. 1'm a nice person because my body isu't
giving my viseera a hard time. This procedure seeraed to represent their main accomplishunent
so far, and thoy felt that they had doviscd a scicntifically solid procedure for measuring
processes suggested by Eastern technique. The author has since learncd that Chinesee
practitioners routinely put three fingers on each pulse for several minutes, first one then the
other, and that this constitutes a major medical observation for them. The Pulsegraph Lab,
then, had been primarily a lab for development of psychophysiological measurements so far,
and rheir research was only graduoally turning toward procedures that would enable
measurement of remote influence within a medical context.

On the other hand, the ESPER l.ab, less than a year old at the time, was to be dedicated to more
directly parapsychological procedures. Its origins had apparenily come from 4 major
reassessment of Sony prioritics for the 215t century Ly the R and D Corporate Planning Group.
In debating between "outer space” and "inner space” they had selected inner space as less
expensive and as less likcly to be donc better in Western socicty. A Human Science Working
Group had identificd four arcas of intcrcst: brain sciences, social science, highly creative
individuals (artists and producers of impressive works), and special mental abilities, including
psi and Qigong practice. They had decided to emphasise China, as country of origin, and
through Mr Ibuka and the Chinese government, Sony representativcs were allowed to meet
Qigong practitioners. They were impressed and reported to the Cheirman of Sony, Mr Morita,
who set up the ESPER lab in response. One of the first projects was to follow up on some
demonstations filmed in China by TVS of children who can apparently read hidden characters.
A joint project was being designed with med:a people such that part of the incentive for
participants would be to appear on TV. Their tests were not well described. and sounded
sutewhat informal, so we could not assess how Hkely the results are to be due to some sort ot
wickery by the children, Characters {rom bouks as well as those written on paper were used.
They estimate that at present they had worked with over 100 children, with one in ten doing
well, and some showing stable abilities. Inconversation, they seemed reluctant to consider the
possibility that some or all of their successful participants might just be skilled uicksters, but
seemed open to the Idea of safcguarding against external criticism. Given the general attitudes
toward actual public criticism, it is hard to say how seriously they took this possibility. In
general, they seemed more interested in presenting their work rather than discussing it. Their
stated general goals for the ESPER Laboratory are to conduct research with children and adults,
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to verify the existence of such special skills, developing theory, systems and #applications. In
general the Pulsegraph Lab rescarch seemns more advanced and on & solid basis; the ESPER
research seewms in ity carly stages and we could not ger d good feet for how well it was currently
being conducted, All theee rescarchers seerned intelligent and dnterested in doing good scicnce.
We only saw the Mulsegraph Lab, and its facilitics seemed quite adequate for the job, We were
told that in all there were ten individuals employed in the two labs combined. Sony does seem
1o have a commitment to rcscarch in this area with support at the highest administrative levels,

THE JAPANESE SOCIETY FOR PARAPSYCHOLOGY ANNUAL CONFERENCE

‘The annual meeting of the JPS normally lasts for two days but was extended for a third day so
that it one-day summer tutorial session could he combined. Attendance was approximately 25
people, all male save for a student, a spouse and one of the demonstrators. Some atiendaes
were rescarchers {n corporarions such as NEC, Fujitsu, Hitachi and IHM, who were able to do |
some small amount of research but only in their spare tme, generally something involving l
RNG's and computers. Alluched are cards from some of the auendees, plus the three Sony |
researchers who did not atiend. A few of the presenters seem well worth further interaction, ’

|

1

i

and condensced versions of their papers are enclosed.

Professor Sojl Otwni (address in PA Directory) is the leading figure in the Socicty. Now retised

from the Defense Academy, he no longer conducts research but remains active in writing,

editing and administration. He has many contacts with academia, industry (including Sony)

and the major media, especially television. Attached is a paper by him summarising the

Society’s research activities over the years. l
i
|
|
I

Dr Musayuki Hirafujl is a young cognitive psychologist with the National Agriculture
Reseaich Center, in the Ministry of Agriculiore, Forestry and Fisheries. He presented two
papers, vie 4 councetionist model of ESP, the other an atempted derivation of a precognition
model, 1lis current job restricts biim w model construction with no empirical testing, although
hc would in principle be quite happy to do buth. He seems very articulate and has some
working knowledge of parapsychology.

Mr Hideyuki Kokubo iz a2 young computer specislist with Sanseido, a publishing company.
He gave a paper using signal detection theory in a novel application, but also finds that he is
constrained to model construction rather than empirical testing.

Professor Shigeki Hagio. a psychologist at Kagoshima-Keizai 1Iniversity, is now the most :
actlve experimentalist and follows the classical Rhinean strategies of psi testing. Enclosed are '
brief descriptons of several recent studies, involving the local student populations. He has
spent titne in the Staes as well as in Britain, occasionally attends PA conferences and is a PA ,
associate member. He is faidy knowledgeable about modern parapsychological methods. His
university is in the southern part of Japai. |
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Drs Toshiaki Tmaizumi and Osamu Imada are youty psycliiatrists in Kachi TTospital, whousc
paper on beliefs about the nature of spontanevuy cases iy enclosed. They scemed intelligent
and with knowledge of research design and parapsychivlogy.

Dr Akiro Ouda is a retired specialist in Buddhis philosophy, who is a PA member and has
been actve in the Sociely from (he beglnning.

Others presented on the programme as well, but were less Involved in research-related topics.

SUMMARY

The researchers named ahove seem respunsible and good starting places for cxploring serious
Japanese parapsychology. ‘There is much popular inierest in Japan and many groups who blend
claims of special mental power and spiritual practice. Some of these have dubious reputations,
within the parapsychological community as well as the public. Most younyer Japanese ¢an usc
Fnglish adequately. Older Japanese can read it but ofien have rouble with spuken English,
Japan is a country with considerable potential for parapsychology, but they need more
information abour Western technigues for aysessment. In turn their culure has many pructices
which should be explored wore sysiematically and may contribut¢ su bstantially to our
understanding,

SG1l

i June 1993
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Uenernl Review of Kesearch in JSPT

Saji Ohani

Academic rescarch in perapsychology in Jupwn sturted after Waorld War 1, beginning
with the introdnction of the works of Parapsycholoby Laboratory, Duke University dirccicd
by Dr.J.B.Rhine,

A thesis written by Qhunni was published in the Tournal of Parapsychology in 1955.
Research in Japan has been suongly influenced by the Laboraway since then. In 1963,

+ Parnpeychology Studying Gruup” was established, and they pressnted thrir rescarch in the
:lapanue Society tor Psychology and the Japanese Socicty for Applied Psychology. In 1967,
the Brst convention of the Group was held, followsd by the establishment of “ the Japanese
Society for Parapsychalngy” . This offered researcners the opporiunities to exchange

informution and tu preseat their sophisticated rescarch ansually.

More than 180 researches have been presented at the Annual Convention. As for those
on ESP, we have the ong on the relationship with semo psychwlogical tests(Ohtani, Nomura,
Takeshiza), the ones on the relationship with physiological variubles(Ohiuni, Oscula,
Matsumae, Nagashima, Sugistuta, Kusunoki, Saito, Fukuda), the ones on the reladonship
with cavironmental condition(Ohtasi, Matsuda, Kuribera, Yamaguchi, ito), the ones on the

relationship with imagery(Hayase).

As for thosc on PK, we have the ones using mew materials(Takahashi), the ones on
effects to living arganisms(Ohtani, Haruki), the ones on metal bending with gifted
subjects(Ohranl, Kasahara, Kovr, Ro).

We have an international research on remots viewing(Ohtani, Minakami, Dean). Also,

we have many researches on spontaneous cises(Qhtant, Kurihara, Watanabe, Koori, Hagio,

Wadaj).

As for theorstical research, we have the one oo precognition woncered with the ume
issuc{Kenazawa).Some of us have tried Lo establish models on the process of BSP(Kokubo,
Hirafuji, Sakuraf).

Degides, we bave the onc on the relationship between the structure of call and the
senres(Koide), the ones on the credibility of ESP tarpets(Kuroda, Hagio), the one with

Approved For Release 2000/08/15 : CIA-RDP96-00792R000400390001-1




Wi7un Y3 1a'3n

o — —

Approved For Release 2000/08/15 : CIA-RDP96-00792R000400390001-1

some manipulation of BSP wugets(Llagiv), the ones on the analysis of the data(Maruyama).
At the same tume we have S0me researches related to the concorning ficlds: the
surveys on NDE(Becker), the one on the relationship between cyeativity and ESP{Onda), the
ane on Kirlian phowyraphs(Fujita).
We have two long-lasting researches: the ooe is about the theary on precognition
(Kanazawa), and the other is about psi ocouring arowod older mental patients(Nagachima),
We have received po direct and decisive criviclem. [ chink it necessary for us to
publish our rescachca in many ways and, exposed 10 sonswuctive criticism, improve them.
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Connectinnist Model of ESP
Masayuki Hiraluji
1 the Amount of [nformation Transmitted with ES5P
In an ESP cxperiment using turgets whose hit ratc is 1/2, the wnuunt of information
tranamittd in a uial iv shown in Me formula in the next page.
At least 1/IESP times of trials arc needed (o get 1 bit of information(shown in Fig.1).
This means we can get a significane result with a large oumber of trials cveg if the hit
rate i closo to the chamcs lovel. The amouant of intormation transmitted in 2 tvialin a
‘wigl is quite smail, ax seen from the fact that mest ESP experiments with significant
results have a largo oumber of wriais. That is, the capacity of BSP is quite small,
Based on the idea that this is because signals of ESP occure ut a level weaker than
uuiscy, I cstablish my model of KSP,
2 BSP and the Proocess of Cognition
As geen in the Law of Waver, pormal genses, such a8 sight, auditory sense, scnse of
toush, producs relatvely simplc responscs against stimuli, Op the other hand, RSP
produces rathes complexed responses which seem deeply rolaicd W the subjects’ pronéss of
cagnition, as seeu in shoop—and—goat and prze effect. TF BSP is clogely related to the
process, we need a model including it to uoderstand ESP.
I combined the model of cognition and a model in which information is extracted from
weak ESP signal below the noiso level, and established an- ESP model(shown in Fig.2).
3 Neural Network
Neural nctwork is a audet which consists of combined models of nerve eslls whose
functions are simplified.
Because of the differemcs xmong the simplification or the combination, several
kinds of neural networks have bean proposed. The most basic functious related to
cognition, such as revognition, memory, association, learning, can he expressed with
combination of the network )
Judging from the fact that BP model resembles the actual brain function so rauch, the
madel in which information is coded or decoded by combining neural networks can be

Approved For Release 2000/08/15 : CIA-RDP96-00792R000400390001-1




B0 93 IgTas—————
" Approved For Release 2000/08/15 T CTA-RDPY5-00792R000400390001-1 e

applied to hrains if the tapsmission with sipnals wesker than soise ic poesibie.
4 ESP Signal Detective Theory
We bave no ides which argan senses ESP sighel as we don't know whut carrics ESP

- dgonle, Bur they must bo tranamitted into nenral (mpulses, if wo put it that wa have a
certain orgap which sesses them. I presume that BSP gignal is micro electrical charge in
oeyral impuises.

Can humnn beings trantmit concepts with alectromagnmic waves, & presumed that ESP
i¢ a kind of eleuromagnetic wave and nerve celly wrc sowunas?

‘ It ie true that there are some paris in our brains and colis which are electrically
chargo, and these parts certainly rudiate clectromagnetic waves, It docsn't matter that
the amount of the rudiatcd caergy is small. The point is that the waves have complicated
pluse diffcronces. Becausa the phuses change iimewise and spywmwiss in o complicated
manpar, they disinss cack other so that we can’t dotoct them. Therefom, a slmples

biological model can't srand,
Tn the wapectionist modal of ESP, I regard the cach elocirically-chmrged past as

the source and the receiver of cloctromaguetic waves. That is, cach past kas its own
frequeucy aod phose simuitanennsly. This resembles o buge anmher of ransmission
machines funcroping without confugion, but in the model the travsmitted informarion i
always hopsogeneous sad can be controied intentionaily. ' :

Theoretically, it is possibie to uanmnit information even in 2 poor system, only if
the information is coded in a proper way which fitt the feslure of the systema. Thus, ESP
can tausmit information, even if the stogal is qhitu weak, ouce we have proper coding
method. The process is expresscd by the Formula (1) w (6).

3 Culing in Neural Network
When an agont have o target in his mind, the ouccroed geuron & activated. By

associstion, other nemrons copoerned with whot is sefated 0 the larget e activated
copseyucntly. Thus the brain esablishes the patterm to send the information. This
process biases the informmation timawise and spacocwise.

The percipient fallow (e samc process to the opposed direction. Tho more decoding
be doesin his neural networks, the less noise usad morc accurste information he cap get.
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This process is aciually much more complexed, as it i practicad jn the wocOpscious
level, tut I would like to facus on ESP signal which ix weaker than ooise, by eimplifying

the process(Fip.y and 10).

6 Resulr of Simulation
1 pructiced ay experimout using o somputar, with ESP cards as targets. The hit rate

shown ig Fig.12 indicates that BSP is comperent cuough to transmit information and that
the association memory has an effect to roduce ooiges, This leads w a bypothesis that

even weak ESP signals can tranemit information, as wa actnal brain has 20 immense numbcr
of neurona and 2 huge amount of association mewory ix invoived in the process.

7 Psi~Missing and Shecp—and~Goat Bffect
Whea coded information has closely relatedd associatiom memory, the memory becomes a

large noise, thus causing jnevitable pei~missing(shown in Fig.12). Wheun the assnciation
memory is the doninl of ESP, pi-misting ocuwes even if the BSP signal is received. )
This is sheep~and~goat cfiect.

8 Displacement. Bffcct
When the change of the amouut of the stored memary is smaller than thatofthe

stored noise, displammmteﬁwtu likely 1o occure(Look at Fig.6).

9 Intcusity Probability Theory of Pal
According 10 the model established by Mr, Kokubo, the intensity probability of psi

is certuin figure, 0.01, regardless of the hit raw itsclf, I would Hke {0 prove this
by uting ths copnectionisi model. I have got the Formula (11), which is just equall to
the Formula (7), the formula of Mr. Kokubo's wodel{Look at Fornmia (7) to (11)).

Poesibility of Precegnition a3 & Duantum Effact
Yemyuk{ Airarifi

Natjamal Spricuiture Resssrch Center,
_Binistry of Agrjcalture, Forsetry und Fisberles,
T&m uum

- - . o
B Canpecyionist sodele foF FEP mx proposed by

e Hfrsfuii (1988,1950} ta eacount for stochestic

satwo of B, shes-paat affects ami pai-
nissing withowt dlsojsdement offacta. A for
displocament effests arkd precognitios, ocswani=
cation chameis aoross time she. indiscensuble.
Poergy stetue of taurA] NAINOCKS in the cmwhac—
tionist podels beve ssty loca] niuimwes of pe~
cifin enargy, shere sows of tha [ocel ainiwum
polata correspond o meunrieg oF statws of oo
soionmess, 11 differsnce of the epecific eng—
sz betmm the I1ntal winjmm pointe iz very
subjl.. time indstermipscy shen s status corre~
spending ta & tareet I8 recossized becomes
lazge.. Deowd on thiz quantim offect, ¢ prozgs
nitfon yadel I provossd.
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Myihﬂwmnuwmmiﬁm.mmmtdlﬂtmﬂfmhudn(w)h‘ 3 yroda of
Compmarsy { 1~8 ), wers gstamaral by 197 fample college studetts. Ewh call Miﬂtuimnwlunfpmwmutym
(ilfﬁtlhﬂiﬂpﬂuﬁnﬂmu-nlulh}uuulmm. mummwﬁrlm“mmm
cighe hal¥ af mlume, .
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lifa’, the top figure, wers 24 cases. 23.3 %, followed by

vl

21

casam, 20.4 %, of "hunch andg impragsion’. The third figure was
’ 1 1
Seeing apparition or Psychic phencmena related to the daad or

d¥ing person, ’ having 14 cases, '13.6 %.

An Experimental ESP Study in the N=N Asaveciative Process: Ta

demonstrate the P8l affect in haman associative process, I Ffirst
aalected 100 atimulus noun words. In feour Poychologiy classes
209 students in all, T read sach of them while the students '
wro?e down a noun word associated with it in their minds in
thair rqoorg sheets. Thug, I completad tobles of response words

%o sach stimalua word. From each table I extracted four

w ,
ords low and almoat even in the asscciation value to each

response

othar. My experimsntal plan for pei ig ta use these words in an

ESP-usBOCiatinn test eituaticn.

An ESP Experiment In A Mountain=Top

et ———— Y nan - [ - ——

Shigeki Hagilo
Kagoshima~Eeizai University
JAPAN

ABSTRACT

Two Qdifferent sets of axper:.mnt in' a mountain-top

situation were accomplished by the acscciate student members of
KPC(Kagoshima~Keizai University Parapsychology Club) and Hagio.

The subjects used a deck of Zener cards and Perceptron, a
portable-~type machine sold for teasting ESP. Bach of two

- expariments was accompnied by a laboratary-rocm ESP testing a= a
control. In Expeciment 1, in the Zener Card series five subjects
completed 20 runs yielding the deviation +16 in the Mountain-top
conditien on the one hand, and -7 in the Control condition on
the other hand, the differance being marginal for sratistical

aignificance, (CRwl .79, P=.08) In Bxperiment 2, in the

Perceptron series nine subjects completed 36 runs giving a scorsa

with 36 of extra chance, significant at .01 level, its

difference from the Control saries being zignifirant (P=.05).
Qur results were supportive to the hypothesis that mountain—tops
often provided with a proper condition for tha manifastation of

pei_
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My Researches an Pui:
Stability of ESP Scores;A Behavior ESP Targer;Survey=-Interview
Approach to Spontansous Psi;Psi in the Associative Process

- KAGOSHIMA~KEIZAI UNIVERSITY
SHIGEKI HAGI¢

Stability of BESP Scoraa: 77 students among others completed four
secies gf card BESP test conducted wealk by week in a cnllega
paychology clas=z, 1979, Each series test consistad of 4 runs,

Their overall scores were positive in a significant level L
(F=.0%). Out of aix correlative cuefficients among the four éﬁyj;;j?”f
p!

aerics one wag positively significant(P=.0%) and another was %ﬁ,,
negatively so(P=.0%), while the other four ~scefficmients had |
pesitive yet small valuea. The data alse was consideced from (@La 7
another point of view--"stability of the score in wach P j( -,
subject”. The number of those who had a score above MCB(20) in sy #74%
avery series ware &, that is much sure thasn the theoreticnléﬁayﬁﬁlw
value 2.1, but insignificant(CR=1.0), Larilia
An Expariment with Hehavior ESP Targets: In an attempt to use "
human behaviors as an ESP target instead of tha card figures, I | !
selected four human actions:standing, writing, lying and ,jua*”
walk;ng. An experimental ascistant played one randomly-salaectad _"J
behavior for 60 seconds for each trial in one room that the ﬁ44~*21
subject guessed in anothers room. Bach of the four experimental '
subjerts complated 120 trials and he alsu had Lhu Zenur~card
sariaeg, 150 trials. One subject obtained a 51gnificant positive-
score(P=,05) in tha behavior series though the ovarall resuits
of the behavior series was not diffaerent from that of the card
serias statictically. {
A Survey-Interview Approach to Spontancous Pei EBxperiences: Qut of '
763 studenta of the 1980 and 1989 college paycholagy classes vwho
answered questionnaire items on their Sputaneous psi
experiences 83 students were interviewed to talk about their
experiences in detail. thay told 103 sraries of Thair awn

44'(

.
e e

i

expariences in all. 'Correspondence batween a dream and real

L ' —_
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- Appr:

; ALL-0R~HONE MODBLS AND SIGNAL DETECTIVITY THEORY

i
| KOKUBO, Hidayuy; |
August 27. (992 '

I published the intensity brobgbflity theary
the stody of the statistic eXperiment at 9th anny

Society for Parapsychology, 138 Some interesting
the” theory wag presented.

in tbe thenry, | nede a poy sll=or-nona nodel,
Thich vaz 2 Z~psrancter rodef. |
eventg tolloving thar;

a8 the basje veswareh for the
8l convention of the Japaness
ktudies hagve baen done sipce

oftan ealled Kokubo' s mpde),
Rade it for the explanation g observable tour

Ait by psi, niss by pui,
Bit by chance, nigs by Chance.

Parameter- g 5 probability that paj
Probability ot migg an conditlun thai
4 aubject guesses 3¢ randuw if his psi ig not

e : . Mewn,.o e
eme Fligy a4 e v s '

Sctivatad, S

z-paraleter~nnde1 is very

_=ed my pesearch tield betore 1g
those four

usefu) for ahalyzing statigeje dat
NE becausa | cayly
ovents by uge of another theory,

4. But I expand
tind thay ve eould explaln

SDT{the S}xnal Detectivity Theory),

SOIQN1IDQrtan¥ resuits go fap

(L) 4 ROLE OP ALL-0R-NoNg wopgLs

0ld all=or=none nodels,

I~parameter uodel s,
tions for the detection of psi in

¢an show uz beteer condj=-
statistic experinenty. .
(2) ESTIMATION OF gsp payy -

In B3P tests, Yaloes of {,
oqual 0,01 on the condition that
(This result ig rediscovered, )

vhich meang subject” s

Psi tajent, nearly
the prior Provability {g pre

w 1/2 to 1/52.

- 00400390001-1
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{3) ESTIMATION of PX DATA

Hage. B (1989) eontiraed the central limit theores for the value of i
in a PK test vith dies, and conflirmed two important sssumpticns presentud by
Lokubo(1987). Then Hags found that | noarly aqualed 0,01 as ¢ame 28 fn B3P tests.
Froa above results, Haga has thought that .it 18 possible te reslyze thy degital
PY comunfcation, | agfee with hinm.

(1) ADVANCED METHOD
¥u can evaluate valuaes of i and o vith the Plural Mode Method consider
. =¢d by Yokubo(L387, 1988). And aaybe ve be able ta estimaté the Observational
Theortas. Qencrally, ve can oblaln more information from cxperiments by using
-parsueter models than |=parapyler mcdels.

(§) ROC CURVE OF ESP DATA

On tho SDT, sakural, B, (1987) re-snaiyzed Pearcc-Pratt’ s experiment and
evsluated a value of ¢ 2d 0, 4. And he successed 10 drav a BOU curve of it
(1388). But, his obtained result alzo egn be 1t the ROC eurve introdyced lrom
All-or-none sodels in parapuychology. | ean not selact one, becauge the value of
d' {8 very amall,

(8) PARADOK OF CUNFIDBNTIAL CALL
in & theoretical ntudy-to::qpe|§nrﬁgtakubo(1989) shew the relation
betyeen the contidential call and the scoring ratlo or the R in the Yes-No
Lest, The obtained results suggoeted that ¥e could not exﬁect good experisental
_results Lt:ve analyzed oaly vaxy-hlzh-conridantial calls. And they suggostcd
that ve had better plam to let subjects feel dasy to &3/ “nigh confidence’

traquently, '

(1) A STRANGE ASSUMPTIOR
In another theoreiical siudy, Loxubn(1989) successed to find 2 equation
v eiplain thut the value of | vez constant vith the SDT, But, = very sirange
e assuppticn vas essential for introducing the wquation. [n the agsusption, the
mentsl scale nas a uniL like & quantus of mental energy.
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The Japunese Socioty for Parapsy-
chology will celebrate its 25th anniver.
sary in 1900. "I'lie society meets month-
ty at Takyo University and sponsors an
annual canvention euch December. Al
though momily meelings aurace less
than a doecn tnentbers, this grouf
wight b comsileced w busuch of e
Parapsychological Association, since jis
gouls and oricitations arc cquivalent.

Members conduct original research
and critically cvaluate each other's ef
Iorts, Koten Nugashima has conducted
pst experiments for 10 years, using pa-
enls  from  his  geriatric psychiatry
pracifce oy pocdcipans, He smesmies
pulse rates and brain functions within
the centext of the card guewing and
dice precicuing expenments, Although
his sanual resalts tend to be ambiguous
regarding proof of psychic effects, the
society hopes «n unalysis of the entire
10-year series will generate clearct con-
clusions. In 1987, Yoshiichi Ro pre-
sented a paper, "' Processes of Deforma-
tion in Spoun-Bending Phensmiena.”
Hiroyukl Sakurai described a method
for applying sigral detection theory to
psi research. Hideyuki Kokubo de-
scrihed “A New Psi Test.” Hiroyuki
duhurd prescined o papa “Applica-
lion of Signal lyetection Theory to Psi
Rescarch.” Soji Otani spoke “On the
Elteet ol External Stimulus fo ESP
Score.” Koten Nagaghima presented o
paper “On EEG and PK" and T'okiki
Wada presentcd “Qomparison of D
Experience Surveys Beiween Japan and
Fngland.” Japanese theorists nre pars
ticularly interesied in observational (he-
arics. For example, Hideyuki Kokubo
delivered a pagicr at the 1988 conven-
tion entitled “On an Experimental
Method to  Evaluate Observational
Theories.” During that same year
Mnaayuki Hirafuji presented a paper
“HSP Modiel Ly Newral Net,” and
Koten Nagnshima presented “On the
Psi Ability of the Psychopath.”

Prafeasor Suji Otani, of the National
Delense Academny, is a guiding influ.
ence on the ociety. Tn 1987, he pre-
sented che conventlon Presidentiul Ad.

July-August, 1984

»

PARAPSYCHOLOGY IN JAPAN
By James MeClenon

dress entitled ““I'he Problen of LY in
"arapsychology.” Otani has observed
various Chinese chi gong masters who
visited Japan. Chi (ki in Jnpanese)
is thought o be the universal life on
ergy that permeates (he universe, Chi-
gony wasters (kisko dn Japancse)
cliim 10 be adept at conwolling this
cnergy. Ki may have a dighily differ-
€nl meaning in Japanese than chi in
Chinese. This variation is detived from
both culwral and translation differ-
ences. In Japanese, ki has diverse
meanings: denk means electricity (den
means  thunder) and  tenki means
weather (ten amvans heaven), Some-
times ki, by itself, means “onergy.”
Beientifically, it Is difficult v dufine
exactly what 4i is. In Chinese, chi is
sometimea translated into English ax
“gas” even though it is thought to be
 form of energy. Although chi-gang
Masters are part of the medical estab-
lshment in some Chinwe hospitals,
only a few such praculiloners cure their
clients using this methedology in Japan.

Prolessor Otani has conducted vari-
ous forins of psychical rescarch which
have not been published. A number o
yeary ago, he conducted a survey of
Japancsc war widow's expericnces. He
polled 100 widows in each prefecture
of Japan, finding that many report-
ed apparitional experiennes coinciding
with their  husbands’ deaths during
Warld War [1. About one-third of the
2,200 questionnaires were returned. Al-
though his analysis is still incomplete,
Orani is rategorizing the types, cloth-
ing, actions and paiterns in the impres-
sions, as well as times of impression ver-
sus time of incident. Although no case
reveals pesfect correspondence between
atiual cvents and the widow's impres-
sions, vome cases reveal u high degree
of colncidence. In a few cases, the hus-
hand, thought 16 be doad, roturned
safcly. Orani has noted a wide diversity
in the manner that the widows inler.
prot their experiences. Some regard il
apparitional event as extremmely abnor-
mal while athers clasaify their experi-
ence as ordinary,

Approved For Release 2000/08/15 : CIA-RDP96-007L)2R000400390001-1

Abour {5 years ago, Oani conducied
an PSP eacd tost with partivipants in
a submasiue, nuducing experimenty)
results which have nat been pidslished.
Three conditions wue ceanpared: g
submerged sub, a surficed suly and fl
bind-based sitvation, 1 fuand Jivle
Fﬁﬂﬂmm‘l‘. between the fluating suls and
iand target, hut the submergal large
fenerated  signilicantly  Jower F&P
scores. Otani notes that (e may e
other variables, such as distance and
time. which might havy produced this
differential cffect, He draws nn concly.
tione fewn this data,

Tosio Kasahara has been actjve
translating parapsychulugical  worky
from Enghsh into Japanesa and Eriting
~dited volwnes published, Ifs Ievenly
completed the translation of Taraldy
san's (1987) Modern Mirecles aud
Stcvenson’s (1987) Chitdren Who Rel
member Pravious Lives. Hiz edited vol.
waw Sui No Sonjo: Choshinriqakn Zen.
shi [The Dattlefisld of Py- History of
Al the Dobates in Farapsychology),
was published by Heibonsha Limited in
1907. Kusaluaca is presenty editing and
tranzlating a collection of articles for 2
book entiled Turawnikuia (T'he Elu-
siveness Problem) to be printed by
Shunju sha Publishers,

A Tew years ago, Dr. Kasahar Vis-
ied Bcoul, Korea, ty investigate o
Christian psychie surgeon, Mrs, Kim.
Mrs. Kim seemed to aid paticnts by
ripping out their cancerous growihs
with bier bore hande, Kusabary retuen-
w from Kores with a videotape sup-
plied hy Mr. Kim's arganization {(my
Korean translator seferie! w it as the
“Secing-Hearing-Feeling Church?), ay
well as tapes produced by himes!l dur-
ing his own visit, From the videotape
supplicd by her organization, it ap-
pears that Mrs, Kim makes incisions
into somie of her putient's bodica, in a
manner that would seemingly (normal-
ly) ecauss harny Canecrous growths ave
sometimes literally (appaiently) jorn

Dr. McClenon is in the Department of-
Social Seiences at Elizabeth Clity Siaie 1Tni.
vertity in Narth Carolina.
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out of patients' Ludies, Althouph the
medical value of her interventions
could not be established by Kasahara's
investigation, her organization clains
that her treatments arc highly effec-
tiva. The organization's videotapn
shows cases i which pationts’ progress
roward complete recovery is docusient
od over time. Kasahara's private video-
tape docs not show Mrs, Kim making
jficisions, which suggests that she does
not regularly cngage iu this practice.
She appeared to be symbolically treat-
ing patients by applying small band-
ages. I talked about this case with a
Korean colleague at my univeristy, Dr.
Wou Jung Ju Appareatly, M. Kim
has goined a degree of famc through-
out Korean ond even 2 Korean church
group in Dr. Ju's neighboerhood, in
Norfulk, Virginia, has wen her video-
tape. Although Dr. Ju noted that a
small pereentage of religious Korcuus
helieve in her ability, he fecls that maost
Karcans are highly skeptical. Da. Ju
knows of no founal scientifie investigar
tion of her nrpanization's clains.

The socicty keeps ubweast of resea rch
developments in other countries, Tuka-
aki Ota, a high schuol English instrucs
tor, regularly paraphrases Western re-
ports for the monthly mectings of the
soviuty. He is presently reading Mergins
of Reality by Jahn und Dunne {1987}
and will be reviewing this book al a
meeting this summer, Shigeki Hagio
piesented a paper, “Recent Researclies
ol Parapsycholugy In USA” at the 198R

_onnual convention in Yotsuya, Tubye.

Various other imdividuals, besides
the members nf the japanesc Sociely
for Paraprychology, have conducted
l’“)‘“hiﬂil research in Japan. Professor
Aokl has dune a remote viewing ex-
periment at Chubu University, Hirushi
Motoyama, fuunder of the Institute for
Religious Peychology, has conducted a
lopgterm restusch program, seeking tn
forret owt tha relationship between
yoga, meridlans and chi encrgy. He uses
comples equipment to monitor clectri-
cal body functions and believes his
duata, analyzed by computer, reflect
personality characteristics, as well as
petential medical disorders. Motayaina,
4 Shinto priest, advecates a religions
orientatinn, u  position which  af-

14

fects his theorctical formulations and
arouses suspicion among scientifically
ariented observers, Vaious new reli-
gious groups, which have sprung up
sinee World War 11, also present many
claims regarding  paranormal  teats.
Some organizations adyocatc secular
idcologics, somewhat scientific. in ori-
er!lation, rather  then religious dne-
Ltrinés.

‘The Japanese wedia ploy a signifis
eant role in thaping the public's im-
pressions uf the accult, A famows Japa-
nese actor, Tetuwn Tanba, had a near-
death experience; afterward, he tnok
part in producing a movie about the
“after-deatl” wotld, His fame and
popularity have increased even more
since he devoted time toward dissem-
inating life-after-death informacion.

Masuaki Kiyota, the Japancse metal
bender, haz starred in a ficlional movie,
written a book aud appeared on vari-
ous television programs, Aithough, In
19686, he semed to acknowledge on
TV that he used trickery, a degree of
controversy surrounds this incident and
he denies “‘confessing” in the manner
portrayed. 1le claims his “disclosure”
wai produced through creative edit-
Ing.

During the early 1Y8Us, Professor
Otani conducted a series of experi-
ments with Musuaki Kiyota, atteaipt-
ing to ducument his peychokinetic abil-
ity on videotape. Uhtani videwtaped
variuus events which suggest that some
of Koyota's perlormances arc authen-
tiv. One tape shows Kiynta directing
his efforts toward a spruially-tagged
spoon which has heen clamped into
position. On  varlous owcasions, the
spoon’s head slowly, but markedly,
twists, without beimg touched, Otani
was present during these experiments
and carefully inspected the spuuas both
lefore and after videotaping. Since the
spoons’ fags ave clearly dlscernible in
these segments, it would seem that the
test spoons could not have been Lam-
raed with or switched. Otani hopes to
produce a “perfect” segment of video-
lape, onc in which he demanstrates his
precautions and proveduces, both be-
fore and after the filming of the sub-
|oct’s effors,

Japen is presently experienciog o

farm of occull hoom. Fortune teling,
astrology and tarot eards are alwo i
iracting  interesl, cspecially among
young girls, Some people arc alo
studying and advocating Chinesc num-
crology and foriunc telling technicues,
wing the year, month, day and time of
one’s birth, Diviuations based on the
writing of the characters in one's nanw
make these calculations oven mnfe
complex. A small, but growiug, sc-
ment of young people has hecome ifi-
terested in stories about faiies (taken
from the European archetype, rather
than Japanese folklore),

Various popular magazines suppdrt
belief in the paranormal, One publica-
tion, Mu, whuss name la derived fram
the Pacific version of the lost con-
tinent of Atlantiy, has a monthly cir-
culation of abowt 300,000, LTwiight
Zone and AZ also atract Ui attention
of those interested in the paranormml,
‘I'elevision programs, although not gei-
entifically orlented, have presented fn-
formation regarding  hountings  in
Japan. '

Incrensing concern with the ocgult
has stimulated eritical activists to be-
come more visible. Although this mave-
ment may ha an indication that Japa-
nese skeptics arc beginning to take the
possibility of ESP's existence more
seriously, 1 know of no cvidence sug-
gesting that the |apanese scientific
commuuily harbors greater tolerdnce
to parascientific claims than do West-
eru suientista, [t may be that they;are
more willing to investigate Physio‘f»gi-
cal phenomena associated with altkred
mental states, since some investigutors
have conducted eperiments with in-
dividuals claiming special abilitied.

Ouc telovision program, part of the
series “Science-Q,”" a weekly vducation-
al ducumentary, precepted @ program
that aliracted preat intervsi aihong
Japunuese parapsychologists. The [pro-
gram showed various feats pesformed
by # Aiko master from China, Nr. Yu
Yang Chang. Under the aurcrviaion of
acadunic  researchers, the  niaster
caused paralyzed childicn to move
their limabs. He eleo alfected o candie’s
flame under uncuntrolled conditions
(the investigators felt that their’ con-

‘trols were nutisfactory during this fent,

Paraprychalagy Review
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hut I believe most Western parapsy-
cholugists would dlsagres with (hem),
Japunese investigatoes claimad thay the
Blewn] voluni and heat in the masier's
hainds increased whes he aitempted o
radiate energy, A professor from Toho-
bu University used a speclal devien 1o
WG asisre l?hlll:l“cl” ]IJW It’vﬂlh I'.I[ IJ'“'l““
cinimions (hight) : he determined that
the hike masier could mdiate such on-
ergy in an unusual, and perhaps anom-
alows, unner, Although  experinents
srelimg to detect special emissions of
statie clectricity, supersonic soundy and
Josw Trequency waves were nol success-
ful, the mster wae able to affect the
ernission of infrared light. An EEG
:nmly'n:ie‘. of the master’s brain indicated
a pattern similar to that of an epilep-
e patient, s well ag changes in alpha
patierns, ¢ven though no unusual be-
havior was apparent. Aftor the dueminn-
stradjons, discussanes argued regarding
the meaning of these findings. Oue
speculated  that very minor  ener,
sdusions of the master tripgered bodi-
ly tesponses in the patent, using the
pativnt's own energy. Another felt this
theory wis Inadequate, since he be-
beved the master would affect inani.
mate objeets,

br. Twiv Kasaliara, a member of
the Parapwyrhological Assoelation, had
e apportunily womoeniton the offouts
of Dr. Yu's (reatments nn nne of his
padivins, The wonsn, wlio was wuable
tn et up in the morning due to a hern-
dity, soveig hidoey  moblems, was
clearly benefived by the kike master's
thurnpy. After trentment, she arose at
a noonsl houe and becamge Tar more
aviive i life

Dr. Yu allegedly has demonstrated
the ability 10 affect his patients’ auto-
nomic neevous systems, even  whan
shielded from them. He i3 quite will-
ing to participatc in controlled experi-
fuents investigating the possibility that
e can do this a¢ 3 distance, Western
researchers who are interested in this
praject should contact me so that T can
Jput them in touch with Japancse in-
vestigators. {Ine researchee, Dr. Shi-
gt K. Sasahi, suggeits the following
conditions: (1) subject(s) in the 118A
should be young, regardless of sex, have
ing a high semsitivity and having had
much experience with sulogenic taio-
ing; (2) the lahnratary should he
shielded [rom clectromagneiisin; (3)
various elements within the awtonomic
nervous sysiem should Lo cuupetently
measured. 1Ir. Yo wouild concentrate
wit photograpls of the halawatsy and
subject(s} in an attempt to cause psy-
chological cffects.

A television program which aired in
vuly 1969 mwy alow affect public pes-
ceptions of the paranormal. A profes-
sivnal wagician, Marik, gave deawne
strations of what he refevred tn as
Ypsychuhinesis” wid  “telekinusis,” e
bent spaone, transfarmad  keys, made
coins seem to pass through glass and
performed mentalise feats. Although he
stated thue be was “tol a peychle,” he
did not expluin the meany by whirh he
accomplished bis fear and wany ob-
setvers jaterprered his petformance as
a dumanstration of paranenna! ability.
Those familiar with sleight-of-hand
mugit would have no difficulties in por-
ceiving normal means by which Marik
vauld perfarm hix frats. Me portrays

himsell as a performer, rather thun an
individual who requests scientific ine
vestigation, and seems cautious in mak-
ing ouwight declarations regarding
"migical” powers.

‘Ihe members of the Japanese Sos
clety Tor Parspsycholugy recognize the
prablems that media presentations cre-
ate for seientilically oriented rescarulhs
¢ra, butl 1cmiain inteiesied i the [Husais
bility that humans radiate specia! en-
ergicy asociated with psi. Ihe prac-
tices-of acupuncture, shiatsu and other
therapies based on Asian ideclogies are
prevalent in Japan. They feel that
Chinese kiko, a practice assoclated with
seemingly psychokinetic performances,
may constilute a {ruitlul realm for the
scientific investigation of psychic heals
ing. Although Chinese rescarchers in-
vestigating kiko masters tend to accept
loote proofs of “anamalous™ fonus,
Japanese scientists demand fur lhigher
Irvels of evidenca. The main interesr of
Jupunese investigators is not whether
kiko masters have special abilities, but
the exact matwe of the energies pmJ-
ducing obscrved effects. Although suct
abilitics may not be related to pai, the
investigation of them will contribute to
the understanding of human physiol-

ogy.
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PARAPSYCHOLOGY LIBRARY

The Eileen J. Garrett Library of the Parapsychology Foundation, 228 Bast 71st
5t, New York, N.Y, 10021, is open to studants and researchers, Monday through
Friday, from 9:30 a.m, to 4:30 p.m. and Tuesday until 8:00 p.m.

July-August, 1v8y
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