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publicity, fostering a sense of showmanship in anticipated

negotiations (indirect) with the US. The Iranians want him

(Higgins) dead.. The Soviet want no part of the Higgins caper for

fear of being implicated in the abduction plot.. THE FAC I REMAINS

THAT HIGGINS WILL BE RETURNED UNHARMED. In reply to a direct

query, Viewer 079 indicated that a rescue operation could be

•feasible provided such an operation were undertaken by the

"Israelis" who are more familiar with the terrain and whose

intelligence network and troop movements are less like to at.. Uac

L

attention (than the US). Higgins will be moved within the next

twenty five to thirty hours; he will remain at the first point

indicated for about five hours, in the next station for about two

days. The captors want to arrive at Beirut the soonest; in

unfriendly territory, he is considered a hot potato, dangerous to

be with even in the capacity of captor.
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