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Site 7 3 7

Kennedy Center For The Performing Arts

A National cultural center
situated along the Potomac river, the Kennedy Center was
completed in 1971 and was created as a result of the National
Cultural Center Act of 1958. which mandated that a performing
arts center be built to serve the nation as well as Washington
DC.

Roger L. Stevens, chairman of
the board of the center had the struggle to raise private funds
and then to elicit matching funds from Congress for a total of
70 million dollars. In 1964 Congress dedicated the center as
the sole official memorial to the late John F. Kennedy.

The center houses four
theaters: an opera house, a concert hall, the Eisenhower
Theater and the Terrace Theater. The building is 630 feet in
length with an exterior of white Carrara marble, a gift from
Italy in memory of JFK. The interior of the center and
surrounding park display oifts of art and commissioned works of
many, nations. The Kennedy Center presents theater, dance,
music and opera performed by leading artists from throughout
the country and around th*"1 world. It also offers a wide array
of free performances and public service programs.
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