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Disappearances Gunmen Seize U.S. Political Officer on Street in West Beirut
Plague Probe of

Aquino Murder
By William Branigan
Washington Po*t Foreign Service

MANILA, March 16—A fact-

finding board investigating the as-

sassination of opposition leader

Benigno Aquino Jr. is debating

whether to travel to the United

States to interview prospective wit-

nesses as fear? mount that a sus-

pected military cover-up of the mur-

By Herbert H. Denton
Washington Pest Foreign Smlce

BEIRUT, March 16-A US. dip-

lomat was kidnaped by unknown
gunmen in front of his west Beirut

apartment building as he set out for

work at the embassy this morning.

According to witnesses, William

Buckley, first secretary of the polit-

ical section, tried to escape his ab-

ductors but two carloads of gunmen

blocked his auto. An armed man
leaped from a car, put a pistol to

Buckley’s head, forced him into one

of the cars and sped off.

Robert Pugh, first deputy at the

U.S. Embassy, said late today there

had been reports that the car was

seen south of the capital but there

were no hard leads nor indication of

why Buckley was kidnaped.

“We are handicapped," Pugh said,

“because as is the case with any em-

bassy, we would deal with the legally

constituted authorities, of which

there are none in west Beirut.”

“What we have is what I would

call a precariously balanced anar-

chy," he said.

For help in finding Buckley, the

embassy turned to the two dominant

militia in west Beirut, the Shiites’

j\Tnai anu me Druse oi t»*e x zugics-

sive Socialist Party. Pugh said the

embassy had also asked the militia

to provide protection for American

diplomats at their homes.

Buckley was the third American

to disappear under mysterious cir-

cumstances since the Feb. 6 militia

takeover that aggravated lawlessness

in west Beirut Shoot-outs on the

streets, daylight holdups, break-iiis

and car and boat thefts are recur-

rent.

Unlike the random shelling of res-

idential neighborhoods by warring

sectarian factions, these crimes are

often without any political dimen-

sion but appear to be the work of

young toughs taking advantage of

the chaos.

[In the civil war Friday, the As-

sociated Press reported, Christian

and Moslem militiamen traded mor-

tar and rocket-propelled grenade fire

from midnight until midmorning.

The firing resumed at nightfall.)

As of this evening, no group had

claimed responsibility for Buckley’s

kidnaping. There was speculation

that it might have been carried out

by a shadowy group calling itself

Islamic Jihad that has claimed re-

See BEIRUT, A22, Col. 1

der has taken a violent turn, accord-

ing to people working on the inves-

tigation.

The board also expects to place

more witnesses under protective cus-

tody in light of a trail of deaths or

disappearances that followed the

murder of Aquino at Manila Inter-

national Airport Aug. 21 while he

was in the custody of military

guards. So far at least six other per-

sons have died or disappeared as. a

result of that assassination, lawyers

said.

Testimony about the disappear-

ances has shifted attention away

from questions about the actual as-

sassination to suspicions about a

subsequent cover-up, and the need

to protect witnesses who can further

the investigation.

The trail begins with Rolando

Caiman, a purported professional

gunman who the government claims

shot Aquino on the airport tarmac

on behalf of communist rebels before

being gunned down himself by se-

curity guards.

Two weeks later, according to tes-

See MANILA, A21, Col. 1
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Mozambique, S. Africa
JL

Sign Detente Accord
By Glenn Frankel

WajdiJngvm Po^t Foreign JVrvtre

ON THE MOZAMBICAN-SOUTH AFRICAN BOR-
DER. March 16—The leaders of South Africa and Mo-
zambique signed an accord today pledging “nonaggres-

sion and good neighboriines3" in the first such pact ever

signed between one of Africa’s independent black nations

and its sole remaining white-ruled one.

The Komati Accord, signed by South African Prime

Minister Pieter W. Botha and Mozambican President

Samora Machel in a colorful ceremony in a no-man’s

land on the bank of the Komati River between the two

countries’ borders, commits each to respect the sover-

eignty of the other and to refrain from supporting insur-

gents seeking to overthrow the other government.

For both nations, the treaty marks a dramatic reversal

of policy following nearly a decade of hostile relations

that in recent years led to cross-border raids into Mo-

zambique by South African commandos and warplanes.

It is also the first formal step toward what American

diplomats, who helped orchestrate the negotiations that

Dennis and Brice Mover

.

Popular Couple Died

At Edge of 2 Cultures

By Ken Ringle
Fust sun M flbrf

In many respects, Bruce and Bonnie Glover

led to the pact, hope will be a region-wide detente that

will result in indepMjW^fcll
trolled territory of Namibia and end a series of bush wars

were a couple right out of their time: young

and possibilities of Washington and the personal

Hughes Gets Bill

Md. Votes to Limit Pensions
By Saundra Saperstein

and Michel McQueen
Washington Post Staff Writers

ANNAPOLIS, March 16—The
Maryland House of Delegates re-

versed its vote of two days ago and

passed legislation today that will re-

strict pension benefits of 80,000

state employes and teachers. Then,'

with extraordinary speed, the State

Senate approved the bill, sending it

to Gov. Harry Hughes, who is ex-

pected to sign it f

Reversing its dramatic 70-to-70

tie of Wednesday which had de-

feated the measure, the House ap-

proved the bill on a 71-to-6S vote

after House Speaker Beniamin L.

Cardin (D-Baltimore) secured the

victory margin with a deal for in-

creased state aid to schools.

Then, amid cries of foul play from

the pension bill’s stunned oppo-

nents, the measure was rushed

across the marble hailvay to the

Senate chamber and introduced

there. Employing a series of proce-

dural maneuvers, the Senate rut

short a process that usually tabs,

days or even weeks and in- less than

seven hours approved the bill, 29 to

ia
Today’s action provided 3n unex-

pectedly swift climax for the issue

that had turned the General Assem-

bly into a battleground between the

pension bill’s teacher-opponents and

legislative leaders, who made it the

linchpin of the 1984 session. The bill

became critical when the Senate

threatened to kill a huge aid-to-ed-

ucation package, particularly prized

by Baltimore, if the House failed to

pass the pension bill

Tonight, the Senate Budget and

Taxation Committee held up its end

of the bargain by approving, 11 to 2,

See PENSIONS, Aid, Col. 3




