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i '^-Construction of a new U.S. Em-

.- bassy here was halted Monday when about 300 Soviet

! worHe,r§. walked off their jobs after U.S. security officials

5, used a nevy.machine designed to discover listening de-

\ 'vices implanted in the buildings
! anr"* H-r-W'i- t • * -»•-»•*.
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I|bf ilie machine. The officials described it as an X-ray

^ v

esjgned to sweep the walls before they are sealed to

make sure that no Sovietlistening devices had been im-
sp^rv:'?# teIMPrtaSAt-af**. nvr?0l

!V)4|F«'« r« • * '..!!' Employe of Honkin Department Store In Akita examines debris of advei

Itf ^The device had been cleared by Soviet authorities ear-
.«yr«w.- »• »*»#•«-«*»-

Btef, presumably as one normally used to check on pos-

sible cracks iii coricfete conitrucHbh works. The sources

Suggested that Soviet officials ordered the walkout alter

ife began to suspect that the machine had a different

Quake, Tidal Waves

,1 According to embassy officials, work on the new build-

up
;

§38 Halted when ’four Soviet"women supervisors,

fearing red armbands to suggest they were deputized for

j&uce duty, prevented_workers from entering the Kneed

ffite by arguing that’the" use oF the new machine exposed

Mhem to health hazards.
_ ^

, , , :

An embassy spokesman, Rick Ruth, described the in-

||ident as a dispute about terms of"the contract. “As far

las weW concerhHff” He said, “there are no health haz-

w&rds at the site.

ii^Huth, however, refused to provide other details on

;|vp R0*q4iF(KlSf^teia&Bt2000/08/08 piQ{A
glldi'ce .any potential court battles with the Soviet Union.
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TOKYO, May 26—A powerful earthquake rocked Ja- cou

pan’s picturesque northern coastline today, spawning i

15-foot tidal waves, leaving at least 32 persons dead and sioi

causing widespread damage over seven of the country’s Aki

prefectures. as

..The quake, the most deadly to hit Japan in 15 years, vie 1

hit shortly after noon with its epicenter in the Sea of att<

Japan about 100 -miles off the shore of Akita prefecture fall

in the country’s northeastern Tohoku region and 340
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miles north of Tokyo. The quake registered a magnitude len

of 7.7 on the open-ended Richter scSFe, aneTIeft 60 per- the

wmj^nBmQ^mmopo5^6 ioc

As aftershocks from the tremor continued to rattle the
!
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Moscow Embassy Construction Halted
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ago. After pro

^cte^haggling over the terms, a

tweep the embassy’s official position final agreement was signed at the

.between

Spyiet,^ pjer. Ambassador Arthu| Leonid Brezhnev and Jimmy Carter.SiM new Soviet Embassy com-

cTOteL4^Pute. Our contract gives Pound on upper Wisconsin Avenue

US:,{he,n2ht to inspect, and that’s
In Washington was largely com-

17J ..'Z™T1
two years ago

* ^pihatiaey did not expect the So-

viet workers tp‘ rejtyrnjo their jobs
1

^before j.uoe.20, whtin the X-ray in-

SJp^Ctton a^e^mpleted.

'lijlErHiifei
directly' behind the current U.S . Em-
bagsy compound, whose 10-story

chancery building was found to have

been., heftyily bugged when it was
occupied in 1952, Z^..-ZZ'Z^Z.
'The walkoutjqM&JdS BHaUftSItt.

snag to delay the project since the

two cmmU'ies ^.signed an ^agreement

Oil building their new embassies
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two years ago when Soviet

personnel moved into their housing

facilities.

"Although the cornerstone for the

'-“mew American Embassy here was
- laid in 1979, the project is only

about 30 percent complete and is

not expected to be finished until late

-1985 at the earliest, according to
- U.S. construction specialists here. Its

-estimated cost of $100 million has

risen by 20 percent since 1979.

- The project includes an eight-sto-

ry chancery building, originally

. .slated for completion this year, an

elementary school building, sports

and other recreational facilities and
housing for 134 families.

frequently about difficulties with

Soviet workers. Under the agree-

ment" the United States is not al-

lowed to import foreign workers to

do the job. It is allowed to have
about 40 supervisors on the site.

The 900-by-450-foot complex is

surrounded by a wire-mesh fence

and lit by floodlights, presumably to

prevent clandestine installation of

listening devices.

Other precautions include trans-

parent pipes within sections of the

chancery building to allow security

personnel to monitor possible use of
the pipes by the Russians to sneak
in bugging devices.

The site was almost deserted to-

day, and several U.S. construction

supervisors were reported to be plan-

ning to depart for the United States

for the duration of the shutdown,
which came just as work was accel-

erated to take advantage of the mild
summer weather. For most of the

year, Moscow’s harsh climate allows
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