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In search of the fabled Seven Cities of Ctbula .d,
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Driving south through Mexico, as thousands
of Olym| fprc visitors will do this fall, the Garrett
family foliowed 8 route of their vwn choosing, seeking Pacific
. out-of-the-way sights o5 well as familiar landmarks. On
tseir trip from the United States border to the Mexican capital Ocean
tﬁ matored more than 2,000 miles through 12 of Mexico's 20 states
the Federal District. C Countless times they crassed trails blazed by
the 18th-century conquistadors, whose epic journeys first apened the wor Id's
eyes to the beauty of this maunatainous land and the grandeur of its Indian empires.
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Los Mochis near the Gulf of California. Even
today the trip is impossible by car, for the
great mountain spine known as the Sierra
Madre Occidental and the Tarahumara
Range, with its giant canyons (preceding
pages), block access. The latter plunge deeper
and four times longer than the Grand Canyon.

Until 1961, the only way across was by
mule. Then the Chihuahua al Pacifico rail-
road, pushing track 420 miles through 89
tunnels and over 31 bridges, finished its line
from the city of Chihuahua to the Gulf of
California. It was the first road of any kind
across Mexice's rugged Sierra Madre between
the United States border and Durango, 674
miles to the south (map, page 148).
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