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Tty ROBERT ORNSTEIN

The scientific study of parapsycholo-

gy has been v/ith us for almost a cen-
tury now, with little in the way of
definitive results. One of the major
problems in our acceptance of para-
psychology, of course, is that we are
quite resistant to new information and
phenomena which we consider a priori

to be impossible. We do not normally
pursue scientific inquiry, for instance,

into these areas. If I were to propose

.

an experiment in training elephants to

become peach trees I do not think

much financial support would appear
nor could I enlist anyone’s enthusiastic

help. People simply do not inform
themselves about things they do not
believe to be possible.

Such was the case within more con-

ventional science with Copernicus’s

proposition of a universe that differed

fundamentally from that of Ptolemy,
with Harvey’s discovery of the circula-

tion of blood and even in the reporting

of the Wright brothers’ first air flight.

Many newspapers, including The New
York Times, simply refused to cover

it because they did not think it was,
possible.'
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In parapsychology, we f find this lj
f

rejection to an" extreme, •'unmatched...#

perhaps in any area. Even the great

liifefe.ya-v, 19th-century German phy-

siologist Hermann Helm-'

^1P7 holt2’ distinguished in the

jO areas of optics, physics and
the study of perception

'vrote>
“Neither the evi-

.’dlWl dence of my own senses

'^W®Wlnor tbe testimony of all the -S',

fellows of the Royal Soci-

ety” would convince him .;;;:

of the truth of parapsychological data.

In a professional review, of the workrti
of Russell Targ and Harold Puthoff, au-

thors of “Mind-Reach,” an unonymous
reviewer in The Journal of Electrical

.

and Electronic Engineers wrote, “This 2?
is the kind of thing I wouldn’t believe

in even if it were true.” '

;

One of the basic difficulties in un- -

derstanding parapsychology is that its Cf
claims are a distinct challenge to our

contemporary world-view. If some /

people can perceive events before they

“happen,” if there are modes of inter- ,
-

personal
.
communication unknown to

many, if people can influence action
and/or events at a distance greater
than the range of normal influence,

then perhaps we need dramatically to
revise our conception of human abil-

ities and/or conception of how events
are registered by people. Since the bur-
den of documentation, though, should
be on those who claim that these ca-
pacities exist, their interpretations of
the nature of their data should be ac-
cepted only after much evidence has
been accumulated.

There seems to be a persistent falla-

cy regarding the work of parapsy-
chologists that is based on a misunder-
standing of the nature of scientific

proof—an assumption that one demon-
stration, one example of a unique phe-
nomenon should be enough to con-
vince us that parapsychological or any
other sort of scientific phenomena
exist. William James expressed this

proposition when he said that the ap-

pearance of only one white crow
would dispel forever the idea that all

crows are black. But that is true only
in an extremely idealistic universe. We
need much more evidence than one
isolated instance to overthrow an ac-

cepted world-view. The existence of

William James’s white crow could
well be dismissed by our statistics de-

partment as statistically insignificant.

One bit of evidence ought to be enough
but it. is not.

random event on a machine and
picture drawing, in which the

Israeli psychic Uri Geller at-

tempted to draw pictures like

those previously sealed in en-

velopes and kept in a different

room. All of these experiments
are reported as successes by
the authors but they provide

very little evidence either in

their book or in published jour-

nal articles that any of them
can be repeated. Nor has any-

one else reported similar re-

sults.

Here is the difficulty: If the

experiments cannot be repeated

by others we have the situation

of the one White crow. It may
be theoretically true (assuming

we take his word that he saw
one) that all crows are not

black, but that is irrelevant un-

less he can produce another

white one as proof. Again, para-

psychologists labor under a
fundamental misconception of

the importance of the idea of

chance, of the idea of science,

and of the necessity Tor the

verification.

“Mind-Reach,” then, is a
hook slim in hard evidence. It

is pleasantly written, and it is

amusing to follow the thought

of the authors as they work
out their research and some-
times horrifying to see what
their opposition has been. But

it is ultimately an unsatisfying

book lacking any indication of“Every man is an exception,” as book lacking any indication of .

Soren Kirkegaard wrote. We are all .'2, ; - "•
. .'.v V&utr . V

4 billion-to-one shots and, as scientists,
,

" CS>„
. .. .. , Cly,

~

;

need much more than occasional long-
tbe soMity of the findings and in all people—the^blurb of the

shots to convince us
of the ability of anyone

,
else book claims that they have

:

Many publicizers of parapsychology ^ repeat them.
^ ^ documented that “some degree

have sought to counter their skentics
Indeed

- 1 have attempted, an of psychic ability is universal”

collaboration with these au- —they are engaging in the

7 ,
' y 1 nd

thors, to repeat one of their ex- same sort of unjustified propa-

«?

nd P
.

uthc7 aT
.%

no exception periments (published in Nature) gandazing they decry in their
that there is a significant amount of ancj was unabie to do so though opponents. It is one thing to
incontrovertible scientific evidence in

j spen t a large amount of time say that “here We demonstrate
favor of the existence of parapsycho- trying and had the same subject a minor finding in a few sub-
logical phenomena. And the only rea- they used and the full coopera- jects which might be used by
son these phenomena are not more tion of the authors. Instead of others," but it is ridiculous to

; widely accepted is because of hostile any real evidence 'that accords ask us to believe that their
prejudices, because of preconceptions with the accepted standards of minor, preliminary experiments
in the minds of readers and reviewers, contemporary psychophysiolog- prove anything about psychic
and because of blindness, ical research, what we have in abilities in the general popula-
“Mind - Reach" fairlv

:

straiehtfor- this book arA a few minor, tion. "2 2 &“Mind-Reach" fairly “ stralghtfor- this book are a few minor, lion. ; :V

wardly describes the experiments sketchy suggestions of how re- Throughout the book the au-

carried out at the Stanford Research search in this area ought to thors state their hope that the

Institute in Menlo Park, Calif., on so- proceed. The authors do make study of parapsychology will

called paranormal phenomena by Targ some useful points. We should become primarily a scientific

and Puthoff, who are physicists. The stick to conditions which mimic one in which speculations are

authors outline several of their own those of everyday life, not use- firmly grounded in the evi-

experiments in the book: One of these lcss* trivial situations (although dence. In their own writing,

experiments involved “remote view- ignore their own advice 'however, Targ and Puthoff al-

ing," in which a person sequestered in one of their
.

experiments), most always go beyond evi-

in a room is asked to describe a place 77^’ e
.

vcn ‘s Slanted dence and claim they have

chosen at random and not revealed f,

hat
,

have demonstrated proven their case when they
* fi' tnnunnry ” thn ivhn.. .noun AAna n.A.lWinn n.# tU

n

to the subject where two other people „ , , .... , T ... .. .. . ,

have gone. These descriptions are then
"°™c ”7'^ tb,s book ’ th

?
au ‘

mnmhnA «rith “nhwt.w* HncArimi„n a
0,1 a very few PC0Ple' whe" thors have done more harm,

remote viewing,” the phe- have done nothing of the sort.

Robert Ornstein teaches at Hie Uni-

^

versity of California Mcdican6fHt®y®c

and is the director of Human Nature, a |
magazine to appear In the fall.

matched with “objective” descriptions ^ thdrnf 111** plaCGS. OlllCr **vr\nrimnnt , c in- . .4 .or me places, umor exppr irneius 1rb

c)riRftd^%I^Ste 50^^iirifltioW?AlR

which people were asked to guess a

Continued on Page 24

own position

iai psychic abilities arc found
Migf to their fieid of study than

|
they have helped, a
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' Robert" Ornstein in his review of our book Kind -Reach in the^
?Harch ;

l 3th' Eook Review implies that our experiments' in Remote S::*
SB?*.. - .*•• .

•— . » •. .. '. , -. , .. * , SSSKSM
Viewing/" the main concern of

;
ithe

.
bpok, lack,^splidity 11 and 1 “ r

-.

',?w !wW ;V — W '"- • -w
T«I cannot be .repeated by anyone

,

Mjv > .
’

• ...;
*^“.*8»* lift*

CdK *-5

‘^This* is ’si mply not truo , ‘H
' L“ /

" ,' •
:':^V'4’ ' "

;

v.

rS“‘

Our experiments in Remote Viewing have been widely replicated
’ '’ ’ * — 1 1

vwWR'wsmm in half a dozen laboratories’ across the country. Three of these

Engineers (October !97o) - a .journal Ornstein refers to -
I -x xu>x-a... x-rfi nit-- n xx r '. x

u

; ;y,lf were published in the Proceedings of the 21 ectrical. and ilectronip
‘r -'•*’ - .i £:* ' !

4 «"
i

x1i-nfr

;

fourth was ' presented at the Angus t|1976,;,annual meeting of the

^For 'Ornstein to state; that ..there has been no replication is ’an'
’£m
isS-iElfe'eifPSIM

^vv»’.!
-;-w'-inexc’dsahle faux pa

4 .in
:‘ the fiol d he is

fcfi *•
’ “ >

: •.. -
••

- ••;•>> -tu - -it :.

s for a scientist ^supppse^ly^. knowl
v
io^

reviewing wtsa^MM

j«t, 0u r experiments at ;S tanford "Researchllnsti tute,- arc r'nmong

;

t
the -most

I/4;- severely monitored in: the^history of "science, r Li terally dozensjpfj

^^|;qual.i Tied -consultants and judges?-v/ero involved in|creating|and '
i *.? ,

^^ft eyi'iluating - the ' results i: described "i n : the book. -The^eyidoncernccumu*
_ yevitu

ed was solid enough ’ to.'impress -some
,!,

oi4 science 1 s|mos f/ responsible^
Iffeiteauthorities

,

"including Dr. iorgaretHead /^who;:wrotqithe' introduction,

f r * 1 1 if< ^ f
,
’V

'

We are aware 1 that Kind -Reach delves in to a subject sensitive.-in '4
sJfPb”#:s cie nee , r 4 n t the case of th is - revi ew,-' ifturnod' out 'to.; he so'mind-

.
..- .-it ... «

.
- . . . , . V

.
.;:•,,,, i

-'*?*11

-Srtfe. i

bonding %.:hat|several. : V.asic facts' normfQ.ly noted in 'any' diligent
'

tioue we re.htlss i.ng:#'that the'book is Illustrated (with''!i8|dravj-
« « '.x .x.4>‘-U - t « «MUn \ 4-V^ « 4- 4 4- 4 w, ' +Un ? M/-\ -i v\+ vaArliin f i riM

m f

0| t* ings "and/nhotographs),; that it -includes theXMead introd\iction and

iP^^x'^Koreword
:

-by.-‘Richnrd Pach. - '"'You"even gave it/to the"wrortg publisher
vf Mi nd - Reach was published, /with' pride we are ''assured,

1

by Jlelacorte *

P r'ess'/Kl o anor Friode, not bythe&)utli6hor you credited
"W ‘ ^reooM n»ods setting straight. r

4tST^ ifl;I#

^

2^repord|noeds setting straight.:
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THE CITY COLLEGE
OF

THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10031

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY January 1, 19 77

Dear iiussell and. 1-Jal:

Happy ..;ew Year l

copy of your book!
And many thanks for arranging to have me sent a

It's beautifully written, in such an easy
I congratulate you on it.

style that I couldn't stop it once it was begun -- finished it in a
e sitting. And it presents impressively so much that's important

-jJd interesting, that the content is a pleasure as well as the style.
I should think it would bowl over the readers who didn't know aboutyour work beforehand -- and am sure that parapsychologists will be

o^wor^you^v^d
be0aUse U puts a11 toSether in one place the corpus

the timing was particularly good for me. It came
the galleyTs for my ms. for Holman's handbook, and I
give two citations to the bokk.

the same day as
revised them to

Thanks again, and hopes that you'll carry on with
ideas for what needs doling!

all your bright
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Targ, Russell &
Harold Puthoff

MIND-REACH: Scientists

Look at Psychic Ability

Delacorte $8.95

1/? SBN: 440-05688-7

Superficially it would seem that physicists and engineers would be the least likely
supporters of extrasensory phenomena. But here we have two physicists at the dis-
tinguished Stanford Research Institute who have been doing rigorous experiments
and conclude that There is Something There and it is something that probably ex-
ists in every man, That something is remote viewing: the ability of a subject at X
to describe in words or drawings the details of a locale chosen by an experimenter
ini cs away. They report on a number of experienced subjects, including Uri Gcller
as well as some willing volunteers. All did better than chance would predict-cvcn
letter in terms of drawings alone rather than verbal descriptions. Targ and Put-
hoff speculate that there may be some right hemisphere perceptual ability here that
has gone unnoticed or shoved' under the table in our rationalist analytic era. They
a so suggest that extremely low frequency electromagnetic waves may be involved
so that the phenomena need not remain beyond scientific ken, There is something
veiy likeable about the pair: their attitude; their sophistication with regard to True
Believers, to the possibilities of fraud and deception; and their understanding of
the loyal opposition” (c.g„ Martin Gardner and others who wouldn’t believe in
ESI even if it were true). Margaret Mead has written an encouraging introduction
showing shes ready to move with a shifting paradigm. Others, up to this point un-
convinced, may be shaken up a bit (experience “cognitive dissonance” as the psy-
chologists say). In any case, the results reported, confined to a small sample but
with decent rigor, lob the ball squarely in the court of the nay-sayers. It will be
interesting to watch the play that follows.
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Recommended by Ihv Booklist

MADELEINE L'ENGLE’S

NEW BOOK,

The Irrational

Season
"l-'finj'le's spiritual exeritses over ,1

year of seasonal chances and lhi>

Christian church (alendar are

shared in these icllcctions Iroin

het personal journal. As the ,ui-

thor's beliefs inlorm evurvclnv jot >,

Iriislralicins, and rontln is, I. ’Ingle

determinedly t.omt's to gops with

liervelf, mankind, and ltd

tai 111 ."— ALA, Ihv Binik§yt

"
I he most ((impelling |>,ois ot

this sensitive hook di'Wiihe tl'e

author’s periods ot atheism and

her tight to recover from ’< old

isolation,’ the terror ot belies inf; in

nothing.”

—
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JOHN COGI.EY'S

AUTOBIOGRAPHY

A Canterbury

Tale
l.speiieiK t*s and Refine lion ,, l'U<,. !' 1 ”r>

"In this gen lie, low km. nuln

liuigiaphy, a longtime eclilo' and

t olumnisl lot the ( allnile \\< old

( ommontve.i/ vividly re< alk one oi

1 1 in most turhulent penod, in otu

milion's religious Insim v ... lie.

llVnls 0,11 I. it IVC laplnll", ill*'

i
n.n lei 's at 1 1 'Otic in and hold', d last

.

Hi is is Amniii an t iillui.il hi si ms m
the best sense ot that term- i ului-

ful, inleteslmg, and full ot

insights.”— hhi.irv /ouma/
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Book Kvvtew

U~ rh-glllM (i -HIM-. ohJ •« sa.'js

Wit' (
: (On|dkUr ];>jlf(l>Ji1<«):i

»8IM0M(SiroaSB

till (.1: 1 a I I K I hook' on cull I

V. nil Ill'll. ilcd 1 'ihliori ,i| il n . I Jv-pilc

. 1 w. f '.'.aid s\ni,i\ ami digressive in

Icllcv funli/iii'.:. n would he .ippiopiiale

lm p-,vs liolniw eollee I H 11 1 espeeialh

those las k 1 ni' Ml a ll's e,u liei wolf -,

It 1 lihini W'/non. I'm llilihi A Inti -I nn .

I .ih., (

h

1

I lichee. Kenneth I . ’lour Memory

:

hnw it works and hnw to improve it.

is t m k , 11. ai 1
o

' ishn a i' hsiiiii x von.

i,.,i, sjhk n ,,m ishn u 1 ' 'ism a. V. si <>s

r-i, 11

I his hook piowde’s n reasonable bal-

ance between the oversimplified popu-

lar hooks abnni mnemonic's and I lie em-

piiical leseaich on learning and memo
is. hollowing a general introduction

liOKcrmng the n.tlnre ol meinoiy and

techniques loi slinking it. Iligbec (a

P'Achologist at Hrigham Y oung Ibiiver-

sits ) discusses some basic piinciplesol

memory im pi 1 1 ventent .
yli alegies lor cl-

tecthc lent 11

1

1 tj.; .
some general ink's loi

impnwiug memoiy, and lout spec i I ic

iiieiuon s\ stems (link. loci. peg. and

phonelis t, In addilion. these me lelaled

to sonic pi act ical s ii nations to illiM inig

I heir ell eel i’. cnev-s. I he w 1 iling is cleat

:

leelinieal relcrences me died bill do

not hog die readei dowii in teclmical

jmgon or umic'ces-aiiy detail. I he au-

t hi H k commeiidaMy cauiioiis in repent

edit emphasizing llial improt ing one’s

tnenuu t is haul wmk. -A linihn /..

/r.'i-u i i
’

/></#/ .
ni /v.< Wngt. / imuiin

I nn.. < in 1 n\ ilir. S A .

\
Kennedt . I ugtyic. < )n lleemning 11

( ounselnr: a basu^Tuidc lor non-priilcs-

sional erumselors.

;
( rossinml: Sc.il'iir. l‘t\'l|'A I'SM 11

Ibis is an excellent '&ml rclresliingk

, lively guide to dealing v<nh adolescents

j

and adults in a helping c^paeik. ken-

I nedy’s emphasis in the c'oitn.sding-ther-

j apt situation is on eliminatN)g stress in
1

the relationship and on the inljporttmee

ol’ llu,' counsel"!'’’s k n " '.c ledgcsk'l sell

I Jess I ipln HI s ol skissis.il ildillUVJU' ol

pel .on. ility kpes me mipressit city ip

dated and piesenled in a -p Ic siiu,\,hjc

tor ihc lav coiuiscliii and stmleul. IK?.

now tied lot Ins wink on the ilctd

opme lit ol language and lliouglit. I he

1 1 1 1 1

1
1 1 1 e (.('millions ol this investigation

allowed .the aiithoi to compare limn the

same culliue both imdei developed

giou|is ail’d groups aliendy licgiiuiing to

he involved in model'll lile. I an in slud-

ied dilVerences in eonceptuali/aliun in

lei ins ol’ peiec'plion. abslrucl ion. tea

soiling', and imaginalion. and the resul-

lanl analysis clearly shows the soeto-

hisiorieal shaping of these higher men
tal pioccsses. I.aria's procedure ol’

ohservalion anti c'iiieltilly strucliucd

i|iiestioning is elegant in its simplicity

and naturalness and represents a signifi-

cant advance in clinical field mclhodol-

ogv . An interesting treatise on cogni-

tion. havin': definite implications lor

cultural anthropology and lor the devel-

opmental psychology ol cultural minor-

ities.- -h 7///um Ahrinns, I’orllnnil Slate

Cniw l.ih.. Ore.

Waul. Alan . 1 . will) conliihs. by II. Al-

len 1

1

. 1 ml 1
1 1 1 d . Ml). A: Viiginia M.

I eilli. Childhood Autism A: Stnielural

I lu'i upv : selected papers on early child-

hood autism.

Nelson II, ,11 22:p. inilcx. l.C 7ti-2tl7l.

ISHN 11 VI llll 2 -M>- 7 . JI 2 .MI. i-svi 0

I Ins collection ol' Ih pa pc is (all pie-

v musk published) acknowledges only

lighlk that the psychological nature of

aiitisiu is vciy much in question.

W aid's and his colleagues’ Inns is clear-

k ;i ps\ ehodynamic one. 'I hough he ap-

pears in accept the neurophysiologic

basis Ilir ninny ol the autistic syntp

mill'.. Iiis liealmenl appmncli is based

mi an ego devclopmcnliil theory which

has. ;u best, an unccrlain support in tite

data on autism .
Ward’s hook dcsciihes

sii ticlural play therapy as an ordered in-

cremental program lor addressing the

ohserveil developmental deficits ol the

autistic child while at the same lime in-

iiiitheh responding to his cmolionnl

leeds. lie reports some success. I low-

tv ci . the ai tides docnineniing llu . sia

l-'v, ale e vus/ic'i al mgk iedinul.ini ill

ntjirn ili a nssions ol'etiolngy mid ilehni

lor l lie lay eoimselm and '-iink'nl. I
, A,,,

, in d in I he icpealed desci ipiions ol

end ol 1 he hook . deali in: w 11 h siiual ioiissj.J
i| )( . |ee|iuiv|ue mid raiiouale ol Wind s

such as gi id . suicide . ding abuse . ;ill 'l

^ s\, net in a I therapy . Readers would have
"eineigeneies. lacks I In: aillhnilty.wt'-' |i,en lullei seived willi a mine cun
ihc chapters t»n peisunahlv, 1 " •

'

wlmle I lie hold should I"' u 'ft- (A
, Ii.iiiii \ Dent. 0/ I'.wi hum v, %

the eliapiers ini pel a main v
.

hill,-.

W hole ihe hold slliiol't I"' U

e lei gv . educah U s. and ol liei
||

pi oles' ii'ital 1. 1 'itnseloi s .I', a I

piacliea! ini 1 odiiv loi v icy 1 with

line I'.'imc I'll 'In igiaplue '. I "i 1

idvidiiale and graduate educalimi

cliulog'. . and suei.d woik lihiaiidi.

for la ice cosinopulil.ui public /.lihrai

ies ---An Me /'
. Ovkitrii. lirtmkl

jj

luiia. \ R ( ognilivi' neu'liip/nent: its

eultural and social loundations//

ll.ii'..ml i 1111 l‘i. IVTi, |
Up Iml/fy Mi. lucl

I nk- 1 'il'ln'p imlci illus.lt 7 i.- 2 .ls/ ! ISIINH

i, '.i 1

i;q ii. si: ut
J

i'W n

’I his woi k .
w Inch appeared in Us 01 igi

nal Russian in t‘)72 . desert 'es field

win k conduclc'd dining l‘k|; to I'M.’’

will) the intent ok study ing lit: psycho-
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This well-written introduction to the

Hebrew kings spans the period be-

tween the election of Saul (e. 11*2(1

ICC.) and the fall of Jerusalem to t lie

Babylonians (e. 5X7 li.C.k I he text in-

cludes a short section dealing with the

authorship of the Bible and a dis-

cussion of the nature of prophecy Also

useful are maps of the Holy I and illus-

trating tribal and enemy boimdaiies; a

chronology of kings, prophets, amt gen-

eral history; black-and-white reproduc-

tions of several historic w 01 ks ol ait de-

picting the kings; and photographs ol

several of the archaeological sites pres-

ently known to be related to biblical

places of interest. Comay has written

other books of Jewish interest lamong

them I lie Temple of Jerusalem . 1.1 I I

15/75. and Israel, l.l h/l5.hh|. and was'

an editor of Ciievelopediii .Imlnno.

This short text would be u'seltil in re-

ligious schools and in YA collec-

tions.

—

Moslie //. .5 peril, St h of \p

plied Soeial Sdenees. ( ase Western

Reserve lltlis'., Cleveland

an easy hope nor an easy I ail h is pos-

sible any longer, for Jew oi Christian.

So accustomed have we become to vio-

lence since Auschwitz that imlilfeience

is again the common tesponse. Ibis is

not a book for the casual leader, but it

is indispensable to any serious student

of Holocaust history. I he voices raised

are often at odds, but they bear witness

to "the chief counter-testimony of the

Holocaust: the preciousness and unique-

ness of every humgn being.” —Milton
Ueltr.er, A’rie York ’
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Church of the Saviour (Washington.
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MORTAL LESSONS:
Notes on (lie Art of Surgery. Richard
Sel:er. Simon and Schuster, $7.95
ISBN 0-67 1 -22356-9

In this strange and- remarkable book,
Richard Sel/.cr, a surgeon at Yale Medi-
cal Center, juxtaposes rellcction with

information, anatomy with literature,

horror with humor anil surgery with

poetry (just occasionally marred by
whimsy), all in language that's as sharp
as a scalpel. Me lakes us into the oper-
ating room and into the patient’s very
innards; talks bcguilingly about bones,
liver, kidneys, skin and other parts of
the body (skipping those much-touted
organs the brain and the heait); and
provides essays on baldness, smoking,
Chinese acupuncture and abortion, as

well tis some lighter pieces on his youth
in Troy, New York, lie ends, not as

inappropriately as might seem, w'ith a

charming piece on birdwatching. Even
Selzcr’s grisliest anecdotes arc trans-

formed in the telling by his belief that

the surgeon's function overlaps those

of the poet and the priest. Old draw-
ings. [January]

HI.YE. PRIVATE EYE:
The Real World of the Private Detective.

iXieliolas RUcitni. Playboy Press, $833^
ISBN 0-87223-475-4

This slice of life is an honest [wltirc of

what a private detective's work is all

about; it is revealing am+Oascinaling.

Irwin Blye has been a private investiga-

tor for 20 years in and around New
Yoik, and he is a good one. Ilis job

consists not of chasing Maltese falcons

for sexy blondes, but of helping law-

yers shepherd people through a system

that is bureaucratized, bungling and in-

different. Here we follow him as he

works on three cases: looking up wil-
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dcatli-deSyittf* act.

nesses for a ma a oised in a South ollering, no matter what their laith or*
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ascertain her Inis 'land's income in case women's movcmei
there is a' divorce, and working on an daily valuable, fo

instance of a landloi J's negligence. The of L’Engle's life as

rape etise has an h i', .. unie, but the other an, wife, mother
two trail oil, leaving loose ends. It all Combining anccdo
has the ring ol truth and Pileggi does an cussion of humar
admirable job of telling the story. text is infused will
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THE CHRYSANTHEMUM
AND THE BAT: Baseball Samurai
Style. Robert Wliitiiu>. Dodd, Mead,
S 10 ISBN 0-396-07317-4

American baseball funs will find this

book irresistible. Whiting has done an

outstanding job of showing how the

Japanese national character has shaped
the diamond game in that country. In

spring training, players are put through

a regimen that would make a chain

gang seem like a vacation. Throughout
the 130-game season the two six-team

major leagues demand from their team
members a combination of "lighting

spirit" (which docs not include aggres-

sive bascrunning or beanbull pilches)

and traditional respect for authority fig-

ures (apologies to coaches, managers
and fans are commonplace). Besuboru
is truly the Japanese national game,
with sevcraUdaily papers devoted ex-

clusively,.to it and the TV networks
saturated with it. Of course the nation

loojs s forward to the day of victory

y>i'cr the U.S. in a true World Series.

Photos. \Junitary
|

MIND-REACH: Scientists

Look at Psychic Ability. Russell Tarn
and Harold Ruthoff, Delaeortc Press

(An Eleanor Friede Book), $8.95 ISBN
0-440-05688-7

In a no-nonsense report to which Mar-
garet Mead has lent her scientific im-

primatur with a brief introduction,

physicists Targ and Puthoff describe a
series of parapsychology experiments
as dramatic as tiny ever undertaken.

That these experiments, conducted at

Stanford Research Institute, have gen-

erated much publicity is partly due to

the participation of psychic wizards Uri

Gcllcr and Ingo Swann. Yet most of the

participants were ordinary people who
were presumably able to accurately de-

scribe "target drawings" hidden from
view as well, as distant geographical

sites. The authors furnish transcripts of

the experiments, hints for would-be
"remote viewers” and one or two new
hypotheses. Most striking are the pho-

tographs of the “targets" juxtaposed
with the volunteers’ sketches so that

readers can form their own opinion.

Index, etc. [January]

THE IRRATIONAL SEASON.
Madeleine L'En^le. Crossroads/Sca-

bury Press, $8.95 ISBN 0-8164-0324-4

It’s hard to imagine readers failing to

JLei IE spiritual lift from Logic's. luai' .

the thrust behind the

women's movement, the book is espe-

cially valuable, for it's an exploration

of L’Engle's life as a professional wom-
an, wife, mother and grandmother.
Combining anecdotes, poetry and a dis-

cussion of human relationships, (he

text is infused with feelings humorous
and sad—sometimes tragic. Mostly the

author reaffirms her commitment to

Christianity, a faith which has fre-

quently been weakened by doubts for

solid reasons, not all personal. In fact,

the most compelling parts of this sensi-

tive book describe the author’s periods

of atheism and her fight to recover from

"cold isolation,” the terror of believing

in nothing. Scabtoy's Lenten selection

for 1977. [January]

HONEY: The Life

and Loves of Lenny’s Shady Lady. Hon-

ey Brace with Dana Benenson. Playboy

Press, $8.95 ISBN 0-87223-435-3

Most readers won't know whether to

applaud the candor of this "true con-

fession" of the woman who was Lenny
Bruce’s wife or be turned of)' by its

emphasis on matters sexual with every

/ dotted and every t crossed. Those
whom it does not affect violently one

way or the other will find it the story of

a lower middle-class girl who became a

stripper, thought she laid found love in

a lesbian affair and then met and mar-

ried the rising young comedian who
later became so controversial. The sec-

tions dealing with Honey's show busi-

ness career tire so jejune that they

sound like parody; the passages dealing

with Lenny and their stormy, drug-

obsessed life together arc always inter-

esting and at times absorbing. Most

alfccling is the picture of Bruce after

his busts for obscenity had stinted—

a

paranoid, monomaniacal, frenetic

wreck. [January]

WITH MALICE TOWARD NONE:
The Life of Abraham Lincoln. Stephen
B. Oates. Harper & Row, $15.95 ISBN
0-06-013283-3

The blurb for Oates’s highly readable,

dramatic life of President Lincoln sug-

gests that it’s an expose of the “real”
Lincoln which emphasizes his disdain
for parental background, lust for politi-

cal power, etc. Such points are made
only llcctingly its the author is swept
along by the tide of epic events which
tried and tested Lincoln and bore him
to glory. This book hits the appeal of it

good novel with no distracting foot-

notes. But it’s clear from an appendage
of notes at the end that Oates hits stud-

ied itll sources—the Hood of biogra-

phies and memoirs on the Civil War
president with which his book will be
inevitably compared. Oates has done
an admirable job with this portrayal of

character, the con-
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From

CHARLES PANATI

Dear Hal and Russ,

I just finished your book and think it is
wonderful. Beautifully done.

I'm filled with curiosity to see how it
is received——what with the impressive
data, the sober presentation, the intro-
duction by Margaret Mead, everything

—

I particularly liked the chapter on the
"Loyal Opposition." You put the . facts
straight and put everyone in his place

—

all the while be level-headed and gentle-
menly (more that can be said for the
Loyal Opposition).

Thank you for mentioning the Geller
Papers. I regard it an honor to have
my name in your book. I wish you more
than luck, you both deserve it.

Best wishes for the New Year,




