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,ifed f«7h the riion

ioii-sp'end- ; I'licft spc<’c:Gd up
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31TO load price of 14.5 cents a
s set throughout the industry
eati Ivlotal Climax and St. Joe
folicu-ed / parco to that level,
imity was said to reflect a
lii'-g mar’ afc that is making
g less impioriant.

(Story e.i P.,sc 5)
a i. «

lew Kainpshiro plans to build
illiou nucler-i- power complex
3d Illuminating Co. and other
and utilities. There would be
millica-kiiov, att generating
3 compleiod by lOSl.

(Sfery on ?sgs 2) '•

risks of Baltimore
ictric’s controversial Calvert

nuclcax' pov/er plant are
3,” the ABC said in an im-
nent. The plant, cause of an
>f^ the commission’s environ-
licies last year, was seen
3avy economic benefits.

(Story OP .“ogo 2)
* ^ *•

; /
-’losings have been blitzing
-cntly, with many /employers
leave tlie area mrever. The
subuibau and rural legions,
irring elsnwhe^, is said to
Jarly .strong f/om that city
f high labor /-osts resulting
auto contracts.

. (Story on Pfio/ 4) •

*' w /i

3c- iiina hasibeen practically
up lor Ihej second quarter,
letworks .say, warning that
rt’.scrs could miss out on the
d,_ too. T1 a early sellout at
• indicatfs a I’eccv.chy from
los.s of ciyaret ads end of 30
u not'.vo-.'k progr.arnniing
idu.stry sources assert it"

wed bust! ess confidence.
(Slury on Z„.-: Psz-i

* « a

c:l Mil': Froducevs was
the J'.'.;ticc Department

oHj;ing tl.u sale of milk’pro-
nners in Id states. The civil

e dairy i.uirl.eting'coopera-
thc larg. -t in the U.S., vio-
erman / .ititrust Act.

(e^ory cn fag* <)
K> «-

.•» comp; uy net was’ listed
oil’s twe loading inaker.s.
Can sai.' piofit v.'as off
3 fourth .-uivtcr and 2.3.!’j;o

I, v.’hi’' .in-Ui’rd. Cau
i I'o.v the

coiii V. ere up in

iJ.'pp.isoU i>y J.io
j

^

In a j;ios;:asi! to Congress, N’i^on called for

j

a SI tilhc a '.'sioa in ioaiw for inciu.sti'io;;

j;
land conirnuni^ said the o:-:pansio.n v;aa

, !
nccciutl for “reVitaliiaitioii of the American

I
ooirntrysuio'’ to .stem the nnvl-to-city popula-
tion Po'.v. The proposal would provi-'io 33-(-5 mil-
lion for commercial and indu.-.nial purposes,
and ?i0-5 million to finance water and sewer
system.s, industrial parks and “related items
which would enh;mcc opFortunltic.s for employ-
ment," the Whits Kouso said. Some fOcj would
bo administered by the states, and 75% of the
loans would be made by local banks and guar-
anteed by the government.

The SI billion cxpawsioit of credit
Koiadn-t become available ttnlil mid~l073,
in an atle?npt io tic the loan plan to ZSixoids
rural revenue-sharing concept. ;

A BOMB SK.4TTEKED windows of the Brit-
ish Emb.nssy in Dublin as protests continued.

An estimated 3,000 persons gathered in front
of the embassy, and a police spokesman said
"every available patrolman tliat can ho
.spared” was at the scene tiying to restrain the
mob throwing bricks, bottles and gasoline
bombs. Another bomb damaged the Wellington
Jlonument. In Norther.n Ireland, a British sol-
dier_ was gunned down In: Belfast. Jlcanwhile,
British Homo Secretary i P.oginald Maulding
said the army would continue to u-se “le’-a!
force” agamst “iUegal force" in Ulster. j-Uid
the British dofenss mhiistor totally rejected
charges that troops fiied indiscriminately into
crowds in Londonderry Sunday.

Vlstcr’s Prime 2diiiister Faulhner gave
a thinly veiled warning that Protestant pa-
tience may\be near an c'ml, raising the
specter of a\bacJ:lasTi of violence.

* • *;
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EI'dlNESS I^buHE.S fell to a seasonally
adjusted rs.Ur of 37.5 pgr 10,000 in Dccemb-er
from 41.6 /fa Novc.mber, Dun & Bradstreet
Inc. reports.

ItalyVs premier-designate failed to form a
government, raising domand.s;for early parlia-
nientary elections. Emilia Colombo reported
his failuvo to President Gioyanni Leone as
labor unions went ahead with ^laus for a gen-
eral .strike in Dome tomorrow! Observers said
parliamentary elcctio.ns at Ihi.-i time might re-
sult ill new gains for neo-Ea.3Cists, aruf noted
that the slumping Italian ceono^iy and the gov-
ernm-ent's failure to restrain labor union de-
mands were major f.ictors in a right-win.’'
backi'i'ih in wliich the r.eo-Pascistu almost dou-
bled their voices in loea-I elections last June.

Jntcgralioii of Oklahoma Ciiy schools, next

Be Kind to Plants-

Or You Could Cause
A Violet to Shrink

* * *

How' One Lie-Detector Expert,
111 Turning Over a 'New Leaf,
Decicied Plants ITavx: Feelings
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fall was ordered by a fedcra
that the ease bcg.an 10 years agK'-Ti-ik’e Luther
Eciianon called it “frustratingjy luterminrible
. . . because of the unpardoirable reealci-
tr.'ince of .scjiool officials in draithig a* deseg-
regation plan. Ho then imposed one. In Wash-
ington, nieimv.'lille. Attorney cjencral ililcheU
said ho is opposed to merging suburban school
di.slricts with imisr city school ^systems just to
achieve racial balance.

|

niovc.lo Iintt job-iiiu.-j bill dc-I?:ito was re-
jected, 4S-37, by tlio Senate. The key issue i-j

tho authority the bill would gi\ o tiie Equal Em-
ployment ppportunitio.s Comniis.'ion to issue
cea.sc-and-dc.si.st orders to enforce Us findiii'-s
of job di.'?_irim.ination.

°

'

: e n * !

li.-'/.- i-miiid of tra;Io t.-ilks. ..i.-,-..-! ^t l;i .
'

olimiiiation of trade b-irricra wiUi ilie U-S. an.’.

!

as mniiy other countries as po.'.‘..’b!o, will bo
proposed by tl:e s;i.'c Common jUarlnd foreign!
ministers, .sources ssici. The prnuo. .1 i.; to u<; I

By RlCH.iP.D MAKTIN
Stag Jteportcr of The Wall Street JoumvAU
NEW YORIC-Have you heard about tho lit-

tle old gi'andma who swears that by whisper-
ing words of encouragement to her gera.n;ums
and African violets she helps them grow?

\vSP.°
Eaok.3ter has - many, many times.

Wnerev’or hi.s travels tcike him, whethei’ it's
Haiti, Lebanon or Giiindy Center, Iowa he
runs mto people j'jst like bar.

Mr. Eaek.stcr Isn’t a jilant fancier;' he’s aiunoercpo >oTa^n expert., and he doesn't talk niuci'i tojnperce

oIa” V study them a let, 1 33 vear
an^d h.s obseiwatio.TS have convinced him tliati'mrvwi
while plants don’t e-viactly listen to Granm-’s ' ers'

T

sweet talk, U.ey do indeed get the me.-=sage-
piOhably by reading her mind.

? V
ill fact, seem to indicate,

that bosioes so.me sort of telepathic communi-
c.ation system plants also possess sonict;iin''i
c.osoly akin to feelings or emotions, savs Mr! i

inco.’ue.
Backstcr. They appreciate being watei-ca! 1They worry when a dog comes near. They faint -

when I’loience threatens their own •.’.•.'il-b'-’in ''
' I’-i?-' P’’’

And they symiiatliizs when harm comes to's.-'’!

'

'

mals and insects close to them.
How It .-\I1 St.nrisd

,,
^fctater got hook-ad on plant studie-

r eb. ?, irtje, in Ih-a mtciTcg'ation rcorn of tii-?
Lacku.or School here where he tru'his oriv’'e
investigator.-!, police and government persom-el
to use polygraph maaliinea-Jic-dotcctO’-s
wont.erea how long it would take water he had!
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to travel fr.i-ni tho roots to tho leaves. .4 ho><- .V.", - !
connected a pair of palygrapli electrodes to a

'
*

leaf, figuring that the moi.sturc migiit gr.'.-t-

ually change its rcsi.stanco level enough to r.;;-

istcr on hks lio-doteclor.

To hi.s surprise, he got an Immedia!.? j.-ly

graph reaction pattern tlial ci.c-cly r.i. !

th.at of a parson under emotional s’iinuki'i

Wondering v.'hctlicr 111.: piant wonld a!-o
ducc a reaction similar to a hniium’s if

•safety were threatc-nml, fdr. Pack.sicr d.’c:-!- :

to try bui'iiiiig a leaf. Hut bcfcrc ho coul-.i

for a mafeh, "at Ih.: jph't .'-'--..-oud T :

''

i....'go r-f ,':rc iu uiv i,-.'ud. I! -: i.--

-

- -.

’
!i h' V

the Up r.: r.:c

ciiii-.. • ft really .sliool: mo up."
Since then, J!r. BacI:. tor r..ti:n-i; I

''

nu.de “.several Uic)u.vand ol..--'*.’:
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' i 1-i TliC civil

'I'.o coopera-
of tlie ]aii?est in tlia U.S., vio-

Shcrn'^n ‘ nfilvust Act.'
(Jlory ’aci 4)

iii.'uuii, Aiiorncy ocaoral .uiiciicU

•said iio i.s opposed to mcrgii's iubuibaii schccl
disli-iots wiiii )r ’r-oity school systora.s just to

.w.... ut- u v:C jn'.tis.iu'n niJffni,

uully ciiarijc u - icaistarjce level cnou^li to re\
ister on hio lic-tletcctor.

,

e.nn con
,
my ret was' listed

ition’s two leading makor.s.

Can said preiit v-as off

;I>s fourti’. quarter and 23.9^?

19T1, wl-.i’s Continental Can
3^c and declines for the
lut sales oi both were up in

r and yc: .
(Story c- fage 4)

(Story on t’oge 8)
*• ir a •

(Story on r^g• J)
a <; s

Steel’s riill in Fontana,
struck by about G,500 pre-

d mainto - nice workers in a
ar a plai' for employes to

’i'oductiou cost savings, the
U.S tries unit said.

(Story on 3)
« « «

Volimia 3 n, COO,COO slisrc.*!. Dow
als 001.79, :(£ 0.,TJ; tran-sportation

: utilities ji.S.SO, eft 0.S2.

•V Jones -!0 lioruLs 71.12, up 0,03.
—

. Dov Jones futures ItkP-x

; spot ind< 113.10, up 0.03.

uistne.s nr-oity school .systora.s ju.st to

acliiave rocin.l vneo.

A move to iiali job-bias bill debate was re-

jected, -lS-37, by the Senat';. The l;cy issue i.s

the authority tlia bill would give the Kqual Kr.i-

ployraent Onporlimitie.s Commis.sion to i.;suo

ceasc-and-dcsi.st orders to enforce U.s findings
of job cUscriniination.

« « •

3ulf Sulp:. or raised its prices
low minc. al in the Southern
ire comretition from low-
ports has triggered dumping
by Freeport Minerals Co.
lexican p-roducers. Sources
the vmus lal price increase
Gulf’s having its own Mexi-
ction, although it denies that
ing. The U.S. industry also
lit by a glut of cheap sulphur
•.da.

proval of a far-reaching cos-
ustry proposal for an experi-
self-reguk.lion is expected
lite consumer groups’ pro-
companies would voluntarily
ud disclose secret formulas,
he agency to spot hazards
dangerous products off the
lut critics say that would
stive puhli.o piotection.

(Story or. ?.=a* 17)

, A. new roniul of trndo Jalhs, aimed, at the
elimination of trade barriers with the U-S. and
as many other countries as poisihie, will be
proposed by the six Common Market foreign
-ministers, sources said. The proposal is to be
made tomonow, and will include offers to help
the U.S. .sell some wheat, oranges and grape-
fruit stocks. One source described the new
roiuid of talks as being comparable to the Ken-
nedy Round, which led to agreements on recip-
rocal reductions in tariffs.

* • • • •

Saigon fighter planes joined U.S. warplanes
in bombing Communist supply trails in I.,aos,

the Saigon command said. The announcement,
tli5 first official word the South Vietnamese
were attacking by air into Laos, said the jets
have been flying missions against the Ho Chi
Minh trail since Dec. 1. In tiie ground war, tw’o
U.,S. soldiers were killed and four wounded in
three battles cast of Saigon.

. « '* *

ia Gas ayreed to have Apeo
jsr-n and operate for it a $30
mt to make synthetic gas
'.ha that Ke-.v England Petro-
d provide from its Bahamas
ith California Standard.

Daniel ScIioxt espiessed skepticism over re-
ports he was being considered last, fall for a
post witli tlie Council on Environmental Qual-
ity. Schorr noted an EEI investigation of him,
allcgeclly In connection with the job, was begun
after his CBS reporting brouglit complaints
from Ni.xon, GOP National Ciiairman Rep.
Dole, and V.'hite House staffers. If tlie 'White
House was considering liim for a job imdor
those circumstances, Schorr told a Senate com-
mittee, "it would have been an extraordinarily
open-minded thing for them to have done.”

.'ote.s— •

‘V Prcdiic'ioii.s—Reported higher
nue in the ,'iscal fjuorter ended
tile new V.alt Di.'incy World in
ing even.

» «

7j ...24
22 roroi.'jn Sscuiities .. 24
18 21

- 1C
. 23-25

12 ... 2!
2! Nev/i ... 14
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NLvon ami Sen. Kennedy were listed on Wis-
consin’s pro-sidential primary ballot, but a Ken-
nedy aide said the Massachusetts Democrat
would ask that his name be withdrawn. They
were among 16 politicians assigned spaces on
the ballot. In W'ashir.gLon, meanwhile. Com-
merce Secretary Stans said Democratic con-
tentions that Ni.xon has already am.assed a SoO
million warche.st w''re "an outrigi-d lie.” He
said the Democrats v.'cre lioping to discourage
contributions to the GOP, which presently, he
said, has a 52 million treasury,

* » »•

A photo album of Howard Huglies’ aides
was Assembled by federal and Maiiiiattan pros-
ecutors. They will ask novelist Clifford Irving
to try to identify one of the aides as the
“George Gordon Holmes” he claimed served
as a go-between during the writing of Uie al-

leged Huglies "autobiography.” One former
aide, John Meier, already lias denied reports
tliat he wa.7 the man wlio de.alt with Irving.
Jfeier is a candidate for New Jlcxico’s Demo-
cratic .senatorial nomination.

* * * *

Tu'enly-lwo major pe.inluig.s, Including
works by Cezanne aiid Picas.-o, were donated
i.> I'V.' Nations! C die'-" o.' Art by th-:-

;

moiaCiy I ; Piuriv X. Hr 1 ri.iia:., l ue wife gf ti,c
jfurmcr arn'ocssaclor.

« « •

To his surpr^ he got an immediate poIy-[
graph reaction V, -7m that ciojcly rcscnibl..d

|

that of e, p'trso.n u’.idcr emotional slimukitio.n.

Woiidarir.g wh-;t:-or the pla;:t would akso pro-
duce a reaction similar to a homan’s if its

safety wore threatened, Mr. Packster decided
to try burning a leaf. But before he could i-cacli

for a match, "at the split second tiiat I had the
imago of fire in my mind, the recording pea
bounded right off the top of the chart,” he re-

calls. “It really shook me up.”

Since then, Mr. Backster estimates he has
made "several tiiousand observations, mostly
preity carefully done, but including a few
sloppy ones, too,” in his efforts to find evidence
of perception capabilities in house plants, fresh
fi-uits and vegetables, fresh eggs, mold cul-

tures and human blood and tissue samples.
Some of his observations have been as surpris-

ing as the first one.

When the Killer Apprears ...
Some samples:
—Polygraph electrodes are attached to

three fresh vegetables and someone picks one
and drops it into boiling v.’ater; the one se-

lected seems to “faint” before it is even
touched (that is, it registers on the polygraph
chart a sudden upward bound followed
abruptly by a straight lino), but the other
plants don't react (their polygraph squiggles
continue uninterrupted). Eggs similarly
“faint” when they are about to be picked up
and broken, and they also get nervous when
another egg is broken nearby.

—Six student.s draw lots to see v.dio will up-
root and tear to shreds one of two plants alone
in a room. Later, the surviving plant shows no
reaction when five of the students reenter the

room, one by one, but it faints when the plant
killer returns.

—An automated device rigged up in one
room randomly selects and dumijs cups of tiny

brine shrimp into boiling water; meanwhile,
plants being polygraphed hr another roonr
react at the instant the brine shrimp hit the
water and die.

—An egg, fresh from a nearby grocery
stoi'e. Is polygrapiied and shows pulsation.s ti'.at

closely coincide to tire heartbeat ol a chick em-
bryo; but luide-r microscopic examination, the
content of the egg shows no evidence of the bc-
ginrrings of a physical or circulatory structure
that could account for the pulsations.

."These are startling findings,” says William
L. Bondurairt, top executive of Uie Mary Rey-
nolds Babcock Foundation in Winston Salem,
N.C., which has just given ilr. Backster 510,000
to help further his. re.search.

• "It’s a rather unuraial grant for us,” adds
Mr. Eondurant; mostly the foundation’s funds
go to support Southeastern colleges and uni-

’

ver.sUic.s. "It’s risky research, certainly. But
;

his work indicates that there ma,y be a primary
form of instantaneous commur.icalion among
ail living things that transcends the physical

;

laws wc know now—and that seenns to warrant
looking into.”

Mr. Backster started looking into it without
benefit of .academic crcdenlial.s. He studied

civil engineering, agriculture and iisychology

at Texas University, Te;cas Af.-M and Middle- ,

liurv Ci'dige i;: V-rn’ent, biU l;e ';M>i

Died: Howard Harlow, 50, symniiony con-

I

ciuctor, of a heart attack in Betliel, (Jontr.
j

Ho got into lie detection work daring .and!

aft’cr W'ovld War II, first as a Navy ensign in|

the South I’acific, llicn as an Army ma.slrr .s-,-o-
j
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Conliit’icd From- Pa'jc One
jeant at Fort I-tolatird, lid., and later as a
polygraph section licr.cl for the Csi’.tval luteili*

gcr.ee -Agincy. Ko opened the B.-.ckstcr Seheol
in 3P31. It train.s a'ootit 50 polygraph opera-
toi’s a year.

Ho ahso heads Backster As-sociates, a poly-

grap.h consulting aeicl personnel screcr.’tng .ser-

vice, and Backstcr Research Foundation, his

nonprofit plant-studies operation. All three con-
cerns are located in a warren of cramped, clut-

tered offices and stark classrooms In a slightly

seedy office building a few blocks from Times
Square.

hir. Back-stcr lives two blocks away in a
sparsely furnished two-bedroom apartment
tJiat’s devoid of piant.s. The 47-year-old bache-
lor spends most of his time these day.s poly-

graphing plants and trying to interest others in

his work: a three-mrm staff does most of the

teaching and consulting work.

In the past year or so, Mr. Eackster has
talked to over ICO different groups, including

Yale linguistics students, Dartmouth biologists.

Newark College of Engineering alumni, Inter-

national Nickel Co. technicians, theology stu-

dents at .several u.niversities and researchers
at the Naval Weapons Center in Wliite Oak,
Md.
Turiiiiig on Scientists

‘T don’t like to spend a lot of time talking to

groups interested in gardens or psychic phe-
nomena,” he say.s. "I’m much more interested
in getting scientists turned on to proving these
things by replicating my work.” He claims he’s
already in toucli with scicnti.sts doing similar
research using polygraphs, electrocardiograms
and similar equipment at ”25 or 30” universi-

tie.s, but lie declines to name any. ’’You’ll have
to wait until they’re ready to publish,” he says.

Among some o' those familiar with Mr.
Backstcr’s work, reactions arc mi.aod. Profe:,-

sor Eernai'd Grad, who is doing biological .-tud-

ics on agi.ng in the psychiatry department at

McGill Univei.'ity, Montreal, says cautiously;

“It’s very intriguing, b’at I’m not an crepert in

polygraph work, so I don't want to overplay or
uiuicrpfay it.”

A spokesman for Bell Telephone Laborato-
ries’ Illinois facilities, wiiere Mr. Eao’KSlor la.-it

year spoke to a seminar of supervisors, will

.say only that he gave "an entertaining presen-
tation.” But a Bell Lab's man who heard Mr.
Eackster speak to an earlier seminar of New
Jer.sey Boll Labs engineers and technicians

says: "He w:us a tremendous hit and every-

tiling he said scsnicd absolutely credible.”

“It’.s the .sort of thing some people wo’J’d

dismis-! out of hand.” says .Arlhur Pinkerton, a
SS-ycar-cld pliy-iick-t* w’.iosc .specialty Is cancer
radiation therapy. He mot Mr. Backsler wliilo

on tlic staff .at New York’.s Moon-Kotlering
Crneev Irsth ;le. end “T d ar-'v-: vu-

.search this way,” he e.\plaii:s. “Hither they see
tiie implications of my observations and be-

come intensely interested or they ju-st ignore

me completely.”
The p'ulsating egg “could have profound im-

plications for origm-of-i'fc research,” he
thinks. “This gels us into a force field tliat may
regulate development of the circulatory sys-

tem, some sort of genetic blueprint that hasn’t

been known to exist.”
|

Mr. Eackster isn't quite sure himself just

what all the implications of his observations
might be. “We can test fruits and vegetables
until they are cooked or completely rotted
away and still got reactions,” he says. “This
capability seems to extend right down to the
single cell level.” Furthermore, he says, tho
signals can’t be screened out by' distance, lead
shields or the electronic fields of interference

that intemipt conventional commimicalior-s.

’’We’re getting into another dimension, a
scientific I'.vilight area in wliich something can
go from point to point without going between
tliem and without con.suming time to get
there,” he says. ’’But that won’t be as weird as

wc might think; it could simply mean that

some of the things that were once laughed at in

theoretical physics are finally falling into

place.”

“I’m also beginning to see a lot of shnilarl-

ties between the vehicle involved here and the

phenomena of prayer,” says Mr. Eackster. "As
a former agnostic who didn’t take the trouble

to be an athci.st, I see some very liigh-level the-

ological and spiritual implications of this— it

opens the way for scientific c.xploration of tho

concept of the soul and seems lo indicate a sci-

entific justification for tlie pov/cr of prayer.”

An Unhappy Experience
He also sees ’’fantaotic implications in this

for the science of crime dctoctio::.” But Mr.
Eackster .says lic'.s leaving tlioso for oti’.er.s to

c.xplore, since ho’.s already had one unhappy:
errperieucc in th-at area.

j

Ho tried a variation of the “plant killc;’” cx-i

perlment in an actual police case more than a.

year ago. A girl had been murdered late at*

night in a factory office and scores of ma'ntc-|

nance personnel were among Ih-o suspects.

Flabbergasted police officers let Mr. Backstor
polygraph two plants that had “witnessed” the

crime as the plant workers paraded through

the office one by one. The plants failed to react

and conventional police investigative proce-

dures later turned up the killer outside the

company.
Word of the experinicr.t leaked out In a Na-

tional Wildlife Magazine story about Mr.
Backstcr’s piant.s recently. (“I thougiit wci
were off the record,” lie .«ays.) When they

hoard about tii'« story, other mcmbe.”s of the

jiolygraph opcratoiw’ fr;itnrr.ity tiircatcr.cd to

c.xpcl Mr. Eackster from t.hcir nacion.'U asrocia-
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He’s .al.-o doing more wor!: with eggs, including
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