
Office Memorandum • united states g6ve£nment

to : Clsief, occurity ^occorch hiafT

ft

subject: ATiTICHCI£_PperatiDn r .20-23 January 1955 •

date: 16 February 1935

A^achoa hproi'ith j

.This Office will h

ort of ARTICHOlii operations in the
through 23 January 1955*

carry a copy
-

cf this report to]

upon authorization from you.
f/)

(

rW****rj. v;

• ?



General Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2
Tcari Composition

Security

Personnel and Physical .... « Paragraph 3

Technical Problems an-i Equipment . • Paragraph 3

Cover
« 1 ara.qraph 6

Case
Pavaerarh 7 ct coq

Subject
j background Paragraph. 11

Polymra-ih. Use of ... .
• Paragraphs 13 and

Artichoke, Use nr . . Pararrai-h lb

Cone’’ visions .... Paragraph 21

Special Coiononts . .
# larnpraphs 22 and

lli

‘-j



TO : Director of Security

VIA : Deputy Director of Security
VIA : Chief. Security Research £*|aff

from ri

SUBJECT: Report of ARTICHOKE Operations, 20 Ao 23 January 1955*

1. ^Between Thursday, 20 January, and

"'l^^^^^r^^on of tear) mentors* and participating 'case

officers of the^BHSrajjQp. the ARTICHOKE operation was successful.'
Details follow: ,

#

2. It should be noted at this point that because these operations
were the first ARTICHOKE operations undertaken in the United States the
full names of those participating are omitted from this reoort and will
not be revealed without consent of the Security Office. First names,
titles or pseudonyms will bo used throughout this report.

mam-

3- In view of the highly sensitive nature of the ARTICHOKE tech-
niques and in view of the fact that this was the first ARTICHOKE operation

far removed from surrounding neighbors in a large tract of land and' is
thoroughly isolated. A limited and Security-cleared househcUstaff main-
tained functions of the house and messing was by u:iwittiiigpQpQ@|^|i
Actual ARTICHOKE operations were, as usual, carried out in a snecia,^ area
onth^second floor of the house and neither the household staff nor the

PQQPlIpPIvrpre permitted in the area during any of the processing. SSD
Division furnished one Security Officer during the entire period of the
operation to act as special guard and to handle an;/ unusual situations
whi^^^se during the operation. This guard is hereinafter referred to
as SSprin this report.

li. For matter of record,, it should be noted that the Subject was :

not a confinement problem and lias been, at ail t ivies, fully cooperative.
Guard detail was not present in connection with the Subject except in a
general sense.

• 5- Technical maSters in the ca.se werj^jandlcd entirely by the
fB/PSD ‘under the personal supervision of Full tape recordings
were made of the entire case and tapes are to be turned over to the par-
ticipating Division in the immediate future. It should bo noted that
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during this particular operation, a special device was used in connection

with the recordin';. This device,, which in easily conccalablc, worked with

reriark4ble efficiency and at no time curing the entire recording v.
ras there

any break due._to_techjii.cal failure. It should also be noted that a com-

plex two-way transmitting-receiving imit was again used in this ARTICHOKE
operation.

6. Cover for the actual operation followed standard procedure. The

Subject was informed' in general terms that before being sent for further
work, it was necessary that certain tests be- made on him physically and
psychologically for our protection as well as his. Hence, a complete
physical and psychiatric/psychological examination was required. Subject

readily accepted this medical cover and the ARTICiiCJKE technique was intro-
duced easily and with full consent of the Subject.

THE CASE'

7. Prior to the actual commencement of ARTICHOKE operations, a
number of conferences had been held with the various participating per-
sonnel involved. All hands had been briefed and procedures had been
worked out; a general tine schedule was prepared and operating instructions
for ARTICHOKE were issued.

On the afternoon of 20 January, the Subject and Case Officer

of the jjrVarc steel Division."
-
"Using a covert car. Subject was"'taken to the

arriving there at approximately ?:30 PM. Prior to this,

tnauisV during the day of Thursday, 20 January , the technical equipment
had been checked out and installed ^dlpjQpPpP'had arrived at the covert
area at apprbxina'I^^^bCO Fii for cperaV^n&j^Turnoses. By previous
arrangement, the ^IPIsPjffiPPas picked up b**7jM(Pair approximately 900 PH

was brought to the safe house at 10:50 Pii.

bcr-ai

Shortly after the arrival of a creliminar.y. c onie^ence
apr.roxinately 11:10 PM with the Subject,*1

JT At 1103 PM, the Subject,
max, Vo ohe operations area and a few minutes latei

Varied a general interrogation relative to Subject's baclcgrc

interrogation lasted until 12*23 '..’lion all except the. Subject
left the operations room. Taoe recording was cut off at tin satiric.

10. .As a result of this intervi ewT stated, that Subject's
05rental aid physical ty -trillion was good and noted liiat the pulse at

•was 120/00. Doctor also commented lie had noted an increased amount of tali-:

after a drink of whisky and although there was some nervousness present, it
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was not-ixcessivc.J^(§JpKtatcd lie- had given subject two xraws rh onebarbi-

tal to use in assisting the Subject to sleep and it was later confirmed the,

Subject* had taken these prior to going to sleep.

rBecause of this successful penetration and because of the extremely high

quality of information which the Subject was obtaining, the case is regarded
as most sensitive and important by the participating Division. Since the

Subject's information had been checked and cross-checked many times by the

operating Division’s case officers, the Division was of the uniform opinion

that the Subject was fully legitimate and fully cooperating with cur efforts.

They, however, desired AF.TICUCKE to give added assurances to the Subject's

story and to help them determine absolute suitability for further use of the

Subject in his work. For the record, it should be noted that no polygraph
tool-ini ones h ad been applied in this case si nce a physical examination in

by apparently a cleared physician, had indicated too much

Tor successful polygraph testing.

12. Followingj^-ablishcd patterns and using medical cover as ex-

plained above, tlicjfiHfiSr^bepaJi the physical-psychological examination at

10:00 Am on the morning of Friday, 21 January. This examinati on., contiuped

mitil 1:00 Pii ’.men an hour was taken for lunch. At 2:C0PL!^
again continued a general examination of the Subject wit8^Hpj|fT>eing used,

as before^mch, as interpreter. This examination lasted until j:00 Pi I

when the WmBMtconcZhded the first medical session and a portable polygraph

vias taken in ' b

T

or ^ 1S P^P05 *2 °f polygraph testing.

13. 5e tweeTvfr?60y’Frb-andLDi-i2S—ElI

,

t;00 Pi I, all work concluded for the day

Hi, / On Saturday. 22 Januarv l?kk, Subject had breakfast with
t* "***—

.

..

}
I. g— i i'lnnrrr . .

At 905 Ai*

house and at 9’hS AS,

Subject, again vrith

rrxvea au the sake

^ | arrived. At 10:3k AS/ the

“acuiTTr'a's""interpretor, was examined briefly by

y ^.yr, . I v’



At 10:50 Ai loft the operations area
- examineMm laste.d. until

ilote: Ofric.jjal polygraph reports have been made m the case by
j&HQHSand submitted through official channels to the
*part Lcipat in," Division*. •

15. lietwecn^^gg^^and l^^siElp brief conversation was held between
the Subject and tnqy^p^p^tl^ppppjfpresent in the role of interpreter as

required. Lunch was served at approjcimate.ly 1:00 Pi I.

Ilote: It should bo noted for the record thugJubiect speaks and
understands tju^s^ouj.te well a. a ~ used pri-
marily by tlwMMVMVcnly when it V;as necessary to convey
a true; or special meaning to the Subject or when technical
questions were asked that required interpretation.

During this lunch period, the Subject was denied food by the

(PHBlPto insure best results in the AixTICHOKE opera Lions which were scheduled
for later in the afternoon. At 2:30 PH and after all technical and ether
arrangements had , .Subject 'was taken into the special operations
room with only thd|||^^MBtPHM^h:i'CScnb and at 2:j6 Fii, the first in-.

travcucusigMa*|^ri’ bcp.au. Slow injections wore continued until 2: ho P!I

when the • mailed the Subject was fully affected by tine chemicals
and at this C'imc special recording and trancrdt^hu^cquiprient was brought
•'ntn .tbp-orprsM nns room. Also at this time, MBHpCcft the room and

_ _ entered, from this point umTxI approximately U:l5 F-I

ihrn T-he interrelations ended, AIITICHCKL techniques were applied. These
techniques which followed a previously agreed upon plan 'were in throe
stages:

A phantasy in which
liesult

approximately fifteen to twenty minutes,

forty-five minutes.

c) Follo-.fl-n^ development of the phantasies »s nokd ab^e^Uic^

^^ir^afti^ug^' the Subject haa ' little control'.
"

Time, "apnrori.

r.ately fifteen minutes.



Ijijnicdir. tely following the conclusion of the
.

AiiTlCIIChi:, treatments,

a general conference was help with all band;; present > it was agreed at

this tiitc trial further /lilTiCIMMuS treatments wore unnecessary; that results

were conclusive and that in view of the uubject's i importance ,
addit ici lal v. opk

with chemicals *or uitir the* I! technique might possibly antagonize the Subject

and, hence, would be unwarranted and unwise.

16. Following the conclusion of the {general discussion, all technical

apparatus was.. veT.iovgd Iron the premises aiic^R^niurticipatirg personnel e:-;-

cent ^HSnSSiHH^eft the area after tljHHBQP^ad checked the subject.

A

19- On Sunday, 23 January and between 12:00 neon and approximately

1:30 IT,, th3j|jj(|freturned to the safe house and again re-examined the

physical and mental condition of the Subject. At this tine, the subject

rr^rrt.Pd he had slept fairly well but he had a persistent, headache. The

pointed out that the headache ’was a natural consequence ofj^.
"examLiation" and it -would gradually disappear. In addition, til

wrote a preocrirtion to be picked up in another name which was for iuture

use of the Subject as a general sedative.

20. At 1:$0 PK approzdxiatel y, |JHjS®8^SS0SM|H.eft the safe house

and Subject wTas turned over for handling to case officers of the participating

Division.

COnClUSICiiS

I*
!

*

A

21. In the opinion of the AiiTICIICKE team, the operation was profitable

and successful. In this case, the Subject was aware that he had been given

certain types of solutions but- as to ^- un ijiV(-'^^r^ypunts given

ho had no knowledge. Checks made by later ^JUJjJJ’apparentlp

indicated that the Subject, although not' Tuivxhg specific amnesia for the

ARTICIiOKE treatment, nevertheless was completely confused and memory was

vague faulty. This vagueness and failure of memory was intensified by

explanation that the Subject hod been dreaming—an opinion which

it appeal’s the Subject shared, at least in part.

•A
&

SPECIAL CCi DiE'TfS

22. The work of the case officers of the participating Division in

connection with this case was exceptionallv gneo . ilioir understanding anu

appreciation of the Ad.FICI.Oiuj techniques was extremciy helpful.
• •

• 23- The AilTIC,#oli: Team wishes to common

'expert handling of the support function a"t the^

greatlv assisted in the development of the AIL

7-. • :.v.r ? w
• 'vt'* r.
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a/6, 5 « ?a
T'O TO-T!IE Fllii

* On 7 January 125?,

.

between. 11:00 AH and 12tOO noon. the writer
’-- D '9nB99SRSlilF^- r r the special case.

briefed the writer in detail nnd anawfered pertinent questicn£^^-^teo_~

to him b'/ UtiSfiRSSP*- At the conclusion of the briefirogpMKflllQK!!'
stated he \reuC^rwer to work on the ease the 21st, 22nd, 23rd and c:Jitn

that ' hio^name not^be mentioned in any way nna l s cev did^y t .want,

any leaks in this matter. The writer advised both'aBMg. and
; ^

he felt that as far as Security was ccncerne^^hos^dates were all right

and it was proposed the subject be bro\iQhtra^P5BB®8^

^

10 evening of

Thursday, 20 January '•'itb the .actualJiork becini ting possibly Friday, the

21st. The writer also a skedWMjiitiiiigof h is feelinr.s in. reqare to

the use for special tf work sto.tcd he

thought that wcvle be interesting and stated he would bo wimng^^s^st
in connection ^^b^his if yiecc ss?rv informe

he would bideiJBHHRr’ridoy V.*enin£ and check him out as to

availability foodie 21st, 22nd, 23rd as required.

2. In a subsequent

between the ’.niter an:

to discuss the witter with

fer another reason and A
thought if

brief the

'rgat.i on in the writer's car. it was agreed

^that^W|g^Ld be necessary for

uiO^Tuie
T
Jiifn^^^p|r^.he uxite^ stated^ he

It was agreed tliat^S

that technical details such e

would brief i.n‘*lH^JSSjPf but

nano, etc. could be omitted

from the above mentioned brief i nq: howcv thj.i

discrctic

uitlij^^Hi _
the briefinn of both

WorTdbe left to the

su ;

;
jested thst^fjlHHHB i'

et in t ''uch

cn lionday end work out details regardir

7 January 191:


