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TO *
: Chief, Security Research Staff

from : Chief, Special Security Division

SU-BJEC^^^^^pr^_^fohn - Information Concerning

1. Reference is made to a memorandum dated 29 May 1953 prepared

by a member of your staff requesting information concerninp the

death of captioned subject-. .

2. A check of the subject's name against the records of the

Security Office disclosed the existence of a clipping from the

NEW YORK TIMES of 19 October 1952. This article is dated 17 October

1952 at New Brunswick, New Jersey, and relates that subject, 36

years of age, died on 17 October 1952 after swallowing poison while

sitting in his parked automobile on the golf course at Rutgers

University. Robert H. JAMISON, coroner, Middlesex County (New Jersey),

said that the scientist 's death had been caused by swallowing a

mixture of cyanide -ana acetone. Captain Matthew J. LUND, FOlice

Department (New Brunswick), initiated an investigation.* The results

of the investigation are not indicated.

3. The article of the YlEW YORK TIMES further points out that

the subject, a native of Santa Monica, California*, studied at

Heidelburg University, Germany, in 1937 and 1938 after graduation

from the University of California. He was engaged in research work

at /Princeton University on the Manhattan Project in l?hli and 19 h5.

In 19li5 he joined the staff at Rutgers University and specialized

in Theoretic Organic Chemistry and was noted for his work in connection

with the atom bomb.

L. The article uLso indicates that the Subject. was suffering

from influenza prior to his death. His* resi donee address js^shown

as L02 Lee Avenue (presumably Now Brunswick). * •

5. In view of your request that this information be furnished

to vou prior to further action on the part of this division, no

further inquiries are being made until so requested by you.
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