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IEMORAHDUM

TO : Chief, Security Staff,

SUBJECT: ARTICHOKE Project

\

At pre sent Team comprises oJ

>j__J on PCS and on TDY for a perio3
=
of~

six (6; months or less. A Technician assistant will arrive
about 1 April 1954* The ARTICF^Ktproject lias three primary
functions to accomplish in the^^pjtrea.

I. ORIENTATION

:

It will be the duty of the ARTICHOKE Team * -

"Co visit 'all principal^tations, missions, and
installations in the^Jjpphrea and orient the
Chiefs of Missions, Stations or Installations',
concerned and affii^fhers as determined by the
Security Chief, on a "need-to-knov" basis,'-,
as to the m^s^n and purpose of the ' ARTICHOKE
Team in the^JJJarea. In conjunction with the
orientation, an inspection of the physical fa-
cilities and determination of the availability
of indigenous groups will be performed by the
ARTICHOKE Team for the purpose of conducting
future operations and experiments as outlined
below:

II. OPERATIONAL SUPPORT :

At present, the ARTICHOKE Team is fully •'

prepared to cope with and render operational
support as required through the use of appro-
priate drugs and/or hypnosis. New informa-
tion can be extracted from a SUBJECT voluntarily
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or involuntarily with a maximum possibility
of complete, if not partial, amnesia of the

whole procedure conducted to secure that in-
formation. This would be directly applicable
to indigenous individuals presently held in

isolation or custody because of|the^ inability
to make a final determination ad to their true

r loyalty and/or intentions. Also, operational-
ly, this would be an adjunct to the interro-
gation procedures and techniques now in effect

because of the applicability of ARTICHOKE pro-
cedures and techniques to an involuntary
SUBJECT as lorg as controlled physical access

to the SUBJECT can be obtained. Ho operation

of this nature will be undertaken without the

^speoific authority of the Chief of Security,
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fll. DEVELOPMENT ‘ AND RESEARCH

:

In view of the fact that all available 1

knowledge and materials that are presently at
^

the disposal of the ARTICHCKE Tean pertains

mainly to English speaking individuals,..- it is

essential thAt the proper techniques and pro-'

cedure'3 be developed that would p'ertain to the

di£^rent racial keskrs. nr.^ri n t.hp -

IffWfc namely,*1

All the available medical sources' in the)

area; (e.c. hospitals, medical schools, aftc

private practitioners) must be utilized and

all the pertinent available material be compiled

so as to minimize unnecessary expenditure of

time, money and man power in pursuing ‘‘something

that has already been accomplished. All this-

will be done under appropriate cover.

When ARTICHOKE methods and techniques applicable to

the different racial groups are completed according to the

peculiar requirements related to language, raci-a] and cul-

tural background and philosophy of each group is concerned,

then operational experiments and exercises can be performed



on selected indigenous groups to determine the feasibility
of the following objectives:

a. Use of ARTICHOKE as an offensive weapon; tha^
through the use of hypnosis and post-hypnotic suggestions thfe

SUBJECT, whether voluntarily or involuntarily, would perform
acts as indicated and/or desired with complete^ anmesia of the.
procedures and techniques involved in obtaining that goal.

b. Use of ARTICHOKE as a defensive weapon; that
through the use of hypnosis and post-hypnotic suggestions a
suitable and effective security measure can be instituted
beyond the control of an individual to safe-guard the dis-
closure of classified information. For example: Having a

key word or thought containing information pertaining to a
particular sensitive project act as the stimulus to induce
unconsciousness. Or, to have classified information erased
from a courier's memory until it is recalled at the appro- _
priate time Nof delivery by a pre-arranged verbal, auditory,
visual or physical stimulus acting as the key.

2. It is felt that Part I, ORIENTATION, will be ac-
complished within a reasonable length of time. In respect
to Part II, OPERATIONAL SUFFORT, the ARTICHOKE Team is pres-
ently ready and able to; render that support on call from,

the Operational Sections. Part III, DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH,

like any development and research program, is a time-con-,

suming, tedious process requiring careful planning and co-

ordination. Estimation, of the time required for this part
of the project can not "be made at present because of the

insufficient information on hand to make that determination.


