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30 Kovecber 1953

DCI -and DDCI: discussion of the Olsen case.
^

It was ^Sreed -

that Houston and I would make a thorough xnvestigatxon and subnit

OUT reconnendations to the Director.

30 Kovember 1953

HOUSTON. EDWARDS, FIELDS AND SCOTT: ’

^
--

case. Scott and Fields will take steps to see that the files are

sent up here and the drug impounded. .

',1 December 1953

GIBBONS: came in to make a strong plea that no dxscxplrnary

action T>e taken on the Olsen case.
_

•

• *

2 December 1953
• •

DCI and DDCI: discussed the Olsen case with them.

WISNER
nor Helms
He pointe
Druti and
dynamite
intended
Division
Wisner ’s

-- t .

2 December 1953

discussed the Olsen case. He stated that neither he

knew anything about the intention to make this experiment-

d out that Helms had held a staff meetxng in a.t which

Gibbons were present and had indicated that the drug was

and that he should be advised at all tames when xt was-

te use it. A memorandum on this was later sent to the

and TSS which advised that there would be no use wxthout

permission. '
•

_

3 December 1953 .

EAP.0LB COOPER: talked to him about his reaction to ESD. Be

stated, that he thousht application on an unuittiUR basis »as very

bad.
.

3 December 1953

COITLEIB: advised that Dr. Abramson obuld be here tomorrow and

would I want to see him. Told him that 1 would arrauRe it throuRh

Houston

.

3 December 1953

DE FLOREZ: came in to say that he thought any reprxmands xn

the Olsen case vould be most unfortunate. .



v(N: reported that he had
^isen case from BEC

.

obtained a favorable on.

10 & 11 December 1953

. HOUSTON: discussed the Olsen case.

to

17 December 1953

DDCI: reviewed the Olsen case and advise'd I would submit it
him for .disciplinary action i

17 December 1953

GIBBONS: came with Drum to advise that Gottleib had cleared
with Drum, whp was acting Chief TSS.

18 December 1953

EDWARDS and CHADWELL: advised me that Stanley Lovell had
*

considerable information about the Olsen case. '
* .

’ 22 December -1953

HOUSTON: asked him for papers on Olsen case.

12 January 195A ;

.

Ad'vised HOUSTON of comments in GOTTLIEB's files on LSD, ’

25 January L954

Meeting with CABELL, WISNER, and HELMS bn OLSEN case. *. • ' '

1 February 1954

Discussion with DCl and DDCI on TSS reprimands and T*SS meeting -

CdeFlorer, Drum, Gibbons, Gottleib, Helms, Houston, Edwards, Cabell
and Dulles). •

~

J
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29 August 1973

>E-:ORA!IDU:-I

SUBJECT: Ir.fluencins Hur.an Behavior
• • ••

* * •

Acj’ experiment or use of drugs or other techniques for in-

fluencing human "behavior vill he undertahen orJLy vith the Director’s

specific approval and in no case on ur.vitting /merican citizens.
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islEMOR-^NDUM FOR:

ATTENTION* :

VIA •

SUBJECT :

Inspector General

Mr. Allan E. Brody

Deputy Director for Administration-

Alleged Illegal Domestic Activities

(Suicide of Frank R. Olsonj

i: Reference is made to a

Mr. Allan Brody of
1953 suicide of Mr. Frank R.

certain documents
the Office of Security review

Olson. Mr. Brody requested that the Otii^
attempt to

the pertinent files concerni
, prepared by the then

insprctrr"GciSrri"Fl?'^"L^^
concerning the circun.-

stanccs surrounding Mr. Olson's death.

2. A reviea- of ;-=SN%";Jrr-iiscl«ofs^
Security soft file of interest to the
memoranda related to Mr. 0 ’

-qj^ 5 with Mr. Brody and

3 Per the above discussions .copies of the entire "LSD

Material" file are being forwarded herewith.

4. This .memorandum will
security’^file^c^^^

10 July 1975 a copy of dcrivf^S’^toV. Allan

Deputy Director of Security (PSI)

.

/Xharles V;'.

Director of Security
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nd Cottli€:b related tn the Director V -

* o c'a-f’J^stlr.e \ioplicatior. ifouid have on o cr

-til^rn'iticnV Dr. Gottlieb -totod t!:at u
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•z.^tlcT iiot»5l XTi'.iicif York City, .Ths Arr,/ civilian and six
ether in-iiviJuals from ’’Special Operations^” a part: o£ the

Army Chemical Corps at Canp Dietrich,* alor.s with three (3) .
•

Liuivicuals from CIA had attended meetings a't a cabin* at Deer .

Creek La!<e during t?ie period 13-lD- ifovenber 1333. : Ilia purpose
of these meetings, which took place once or twice a. year, vas
to disc'viss r.attor-s of mutual interest betivaen this Agency and

,

the Amy Chemical Corps. On 19 Koyenber,; accordinj: to a state*
•rent ruide by an Agency eiaployee present to the then Dir*actor
c£ Sec'crity of the Agency, it \vas decided to experiment with
the drug, LSD. A very snail doss of LSIi was placed in s bottl?
of Cointreau and eight (0) of the ten (iO) persons present had
a drink. .Two (2) ox the individuals present did. not drink the
Cointreau since one (1) was a. teetotaler and the other' had a
heart condition ,

'
- '

- -

Files of this Agsncy i-eflect a conflict with respect to
the administering of the LSD since a :-;s£ioranduc; wr5.tten by the
th=n Inspector General of the /-.gancy indicates that the icidivi
prosv-nt uere not told that the drug vas LSD lentil .some 20 :r.ir.u

after its ingestion. Howeysf, this t-.cnorandun does indicate t

•an Agency representative had discussed the possibility ox an v
ting use of the drug and that ArsT' representatives had r.gre-rd
that this wcul«i be a valuable experiment..' m t

**

After the ingestion of th»e drug, a defiezite sfract was •

seen on the group in thet they became boisterous and *'happy.”‘
The Army civilian, who later cossait tod suicide^ conplained. or
wakefulness .that evening. • - -

On 24 j-iovenber 1DS3, it z-s-as reported 'that ths Army civi
sp^Joared r.en'tally depressed and hs was taken, to M»:w.Yor:c City
be* treated by a psychiatrist. He was treated zx'/n fS") or sir
tir.es in’ Ne’W York City during the ws'ak prior to 2‘S irovembev u

:"‘n 27 Jiover.ber it '^'as decided that he should he placed in a
r. zni'tariusi for treatnent. iJs v;ns to be ad.aitt.ed to the Chest
iliil Sanitarium near Rockville, Maryland. Or. the ni.-rht ex 2-'

.•jovsnber 1353, he and an Age.acy employee stay .-'id overnight at
tt.atl-ar 5:otol in New York City since they ce;il-d not- ::^J: pi.mi:
veservations to I'ashingtcn until the next day. 'it was x:\

:• irly morrnlng hours of 'the :!ext cay that the Arz.y clviliaii
r'V’jiittec .luicius. ...

V
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• • - • *. N

A s'catcneat fro|n the psychintrist who c:ccnined the ArtJ>'^

civ.llian indicates that, accordir.s: to this individual ’s o'fn

stntcrient, ho h:}d been delusional foi'-a. Ion" poricd or tiise,. .

inordinate ^uilt ^cclinss raVardin" -lis pension and '

•.

’

'disability pay and had been so depressed and a;»itatod in ?4hrc'!

of 1353 that }iis 'wi£e felt ho sho'uld sac a doctor, A A./.', r

'

» ‘ • ...
• \

•

• ... . - .• -.-A J.

On D D'jconber 1D53, i't was determined hy this Agency '

'th.at the iles th of this i.ndiyiuual had resulted -Crot: circinastanv
arising cut of nn ereperinent imdertaksn in the course of his

. .c

ficial dutias for the U, S. Governisent. .
'

' *
*

* .**•-•* • * - **«••• • •
.

*•.**'•.•"*

\ An investigation of this incident was co.ndncted in 19S3..
by the Inspector General of the Agency and the Director of '

-

Central Intelligence rcprimsiided the Agency er^loyces in-volved.

• -
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