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* 13 A ugust 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: Legislative Counsel

SUBJECT : Drug-Related Death of Harold Blauer

The Offices of the General Counsel, Inspector General,

Security and Technical Services have searched their files for

any evidence of a CIA association with the death on 8 January
1953 of Harold Blauer while a patient at the New York State

Psychiatric Institute. The results of the search were negative
except for the attached Memorandum for the Record, dated

29 January 1954. The Army Inspector General informed me
that the Army’s Special Operations Division, Fort Dietrick

(the unit that P'rank Olson was in) had a contract for tv/o^years

with the Psychiatric Institute (1952-53) to test various mescaline-
related and other drugs that the Army was interested in. Blauer
died 2-1/2 hours after an injection of an apparent overdose of 450
milligrams of EA 1298. The estate sued New York State for

$500 K; it was settled out of court for $125 K. If there is any
Agency connection at all, it would involve possible Army use
for the settlement of funds CIA transferred to the Army on an
annual basis starting in FY 1953 in support of a mutual program.
We did not require an accounting by the Army for the use of these
funds. See the attached memorandum to the DCI from the IG,

dated 20 May 1975.
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Donald F. Chamberlain
Inspector General
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