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ARTICHOKE Conference, 15 July 1953

1. On Thursday, 15 July 1953, between 2:00 and 3:15 PM, an

ARTICHOKE Conference was held in the SO Conferenc e

Building. Present at this Conference

isenling TSS;£'.T3I

esenting the Director's Office and OSI; and£2^*
representing DDP.

2. opened the Conference by introducing!

as the DDP representative.

3 stated the Sidetcne Delay machine had been

delivered by Chicago to^ <andlSSS5SB2S6»^

of the Technical Branch and others of SO had examined the machine,

stated that the examination had been of a general

nature agreed te-turn the Sidetcne Dela^Device over
JX-

nature “o*

to us as soon as the paper work was completed,

plained that after certain studies and tests were made by t e

Technical Branch IRB, the device would be turned over to TSS

for their study and any tests they cared to' make m connection with

this device.

4. Several newspaper clippings which bore directly on
* ^ ,U„_ A J - -

-
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ARTICHOKE matters were displayed.

the situation of a former Agency official who had become a
_

chronic; alcoholic and who, at the present time, was undergoing

operative treatment in Dallas, Texas, for a possible brain

tumor. This individual had Called the Agency prior to the

operation and warned that when given certain types of anes-

thetics (sodium pentothal) previously he had been known to talk

coherently. The matter was taken care of by placing an SSD. .

representative in the operation room and by bringing the various

personnel participating in the operation under the Secrecy Agree-

ment. stated that the subject did talk extensively under

the influence of sodium pentothol and revealed internal problems

of the Agency. W added that he was acquainted with the

details in the case.
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5. then commented that mis t> ot f-ing nau

been a scv..cc of grc. concern to himself and others e

operations work and stated he hoped that the ARTICFIOKH efforts

to produce some method that would perhaps guarantee amnesias on
the parts of those knowing of Agency operations in vital spots

would be successful. 1-Ie stated that some individuals in the

Agency had to know tremendous amounts of information and if any
way could be found to produce amnesias for this type of informa-
tion -- for instance, after the individual had left the Agency --

it would be a remarkable thing. stated the need for *•

amnesias was particularly great in operations work.
both explained that work was continually being

done in an effort to produce controlled amnesias by various

means.

<

6. called attention to the fact that at the

• preceeding rnnft>rrrnr-f>. advanced the idea of

testing new methods, new chemicals and new techniques (and com-
binations thereof) on certain carefully selected employees of

the Agency, probably individuals in the Training groups, fcf-r-ffif

pointed out also the matter was scheduled for discussion
• ’ at this time. A discussion followed in which all hands were in

agreement that if the testing could properly be protected and
controlled and if it were thoroughly governed by the Medical

i Staff that the work would be of extreme value both from an ex-

i perience point of view for those tested and from a research
point of view for AP TTf.HOKK stated. that it

i was his idea that staff employees (in Training) be carefully
I screened and that they be'tested on a volunteer basis with any
'

• new or untried chemicals or techniques provided that the Medical
j

Staff was given complete authority to determine whether cr not

|

such testing was safe. insisted that protection,

j

of Agency personnel would be paramount in such matters and only

j
after certification by the Medical Staff and the Medical Staff

completely handling the chemicals or drugs in question could

the testing then be carried out. It was suggested by agreement
among all hands that the matter be taken up with certain key
officials in the Training Branch as to whether or not they con-
sidered the matter feasible and sound and stated he

would approach the Training officials. It was
further agreed that after this had been done and basic details

ironed out, the matter should then be taken up at the proper
level with the top administrative people of the Agency for

• approval.
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8. At this point in the conference, distributed

• a paper* entitled "ARTICHOKE; Restatement of Program"- dated

16 July 1953 and signed £=$^T^iSgfffa

explained that the paper had been prepared..at the direction of

and was being distributed to all hands for their ,,

VtudyTnd comment, then stated that the paper

set forth in general a restatement of the ARTICHOKE program and

redefined certain proposed work in connection with the project.

stated he wanted to make certain that the ARTI-

CHOKE mission was entirely sound and we were handling with the

proper priority the various broad fields we were studying.

also stated he wanted to find out, in the opinion

of those assembled, whether or not the work was going too far or

not far enough or if it were properly in line. e^S3mmStS!̂ ^
stated it was h’is principal desire to make certain the entire

ARTICHOKE group and all participatin^^sio^^^lcteiy and

totally backed the ARTICHOKE work. concluded

by stating that he hoped at the next meeting we would have a full

discussion concerning the ARTICHOKE work and that if any of the

participating groups or individuals present had any ideas or

suggestions that they would be taken up at this time.

9.
it:me si on. , ^.^^at.Tn/srxr

stated that TSS was making successful progress in items of in-

terest to ARTICHOKE. *££’J32£g33ta* stated that in connection

with th~ some progress was being made and

sSSSI would work with the Surgeon General's Office in this

connection. further stated that^i^M* intended

to talk with all doctors that he could reach that were involved

in medical decisions. in the case and £^*^§883381 w ould ^tem^t^to

assemble and study the medical histories. In aadition.J^,.,; ufSSsas

will, in the future, approach the principal in the case

proper and suitable cover can be established to permit

to do this.

10. &BSMBQg^then briefly reported for OSI and dis-

cussed the matter of the communication contemplated with the

officials engaging in work somewhat parallel to that

of ARTICHOKE. explained in some detail the back-

ground of theJ®£«39r..letUr and then passed out copies of

the OSI reply to the officials for study by the group.

During a general discussion that followed, pointed
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' out that working with ic scientific people • tfi.t be

very advantageous since he stated that IhciL^SSlWrKOvcrnmcnt

permitted certain activities which were not permitted by the

United States government (i.c. experiments on anthrax, etc.).

11. Following this, statcd ' that he felt th
.

at

if the ARTICHOKE organization would set up a list of require-

ments for information, he would survey the possibilities of the

transmission of these requirements to the va^^^^l^atl01'1S

and the various desks in the operations end .
a °

suggested that possibly a requirement sent to the Security Officers

both and€f>£sSg| might be productive of good results.

and‘4££^^ mf°rmed tflMfiBBf thcy regarded his

ideas as sound and would assemble a list of requirements and

give them to him in the immediate future.

^2 discus sed briefly certain interesting

aspects of the delivery of food by the U. S. Government to East

Germany with the possible charges of food poisoning, etc. which

the Soviets would make against free food. .

w-**»*3^ '

... , •.:Jt

7

4i -;v
T
S?l,

J

/
**«:

/

Si.

P£ iinitf

l4> made the concluding statement of the

conference by pointing out that in general the ARTICHOKE work

was quite well defined but often the "by-products" of ARTICHOKE

experimentation and research would be of intere st to many di-

visions throughout the Agency. that

where a discovery was made through the ARTICHOrws efforts and

did not apply to the ARTICHOKE work immediately that discovery

whether chemical or otherwise would be given at once to the pro-

nerlv interested division of the Agency
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15 The rnccti. _ adjourned at approximate y

Thursday. 20 August 1953, had been selected as the

next meeting. The meeting will be held as usual m
next me
fercnce Room.
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