
TO WHOM I? iay ooizzzu

SU2JDCT: Observations on Dr. Franh Olson

I first not Dr. Frar.lt Olson the early port of 1952. Cir.ee that

tine I hnvc seen bin or. i.n averape of ibout or.ee each month to six vechs,

in connection vith my official business. These contacts involved

discussions of technicr.1 problems in fields of mutual interest, result

of post scientific vorl:, end plar.r.ir. ; of future activities. In -er.era
,

other members of his Division vere also present.

In addition, both he ar.d I attended three 2-dr.y conferences vhich
vere held in isolated locations to discuss the progress of his Division
for the past six months, ovr requirements, and plans for the next si::

months . The conferences vere attended by members of his Division nr.i

of r.y Division ar.d involved livin' together in close proximity for the

duration of the conference.

During; the tine I hr.ev Dr. Olsen, r.e her. been Actir.;; Chief of his
Division, ar.d branch Chief. At all tires he has held positions of
responsibility ar. i his importance to his .Division appeared to remain
at a consistently hi_h level. Prior to the experiment, Dr. Clsor. was
a competent scientist vith an excellent cci—and of his field. His
Judgement "vas sound and characteristically bashed v.p by rational and
carefully -cor.si lered reasons. Ir. ay observation he p-erfornci his duties
in a superior r.r.r.r.e r . It vas evident that Dr. Olsen vas highly re- tr.'c.i

by his colleamuesj both as a scientist and as n friend. I!e vn s friendly
and "ot alor.p veil vith his colleagues. From vhat Dr. Clson has said
(ar.d the manner in vhich he apchc ) ar.d frees vhat his colleagues have
saiu, it appeared his herns life vas happy. In m,y experience, he drsni:

only to be sociable, and then definitely in moderation.

His vorl: was extremely exactin' ar.d definitely hazardous in a
technical sense. He operated under very severe security restrictions,
.under vhich it vas necessary to conceal the true nature of his
activities even from the other Divisions at his base. He vas permitted
to discuss much of his vorl: only vith a very United number of
specifically designated individuals. ;

' *

The experiment vas on Thursday, November 19th. Cn Tuesday, -

Kovembcr 24th, Dr. Olson's Division Chief telephoned r.e and said that,
’in the opinion cf him, Dr. Cisco, and llrs. Olson, Dr. Olson needed
psychiatric attention. I sr.ypestcd tha‘t he end Dr. Clsor. ccna to
Washington inr.adiately . I conferred vith the Chief of r.y Division,
and it vas decided that a certain I.'ev vorh physician specializing in
cuch matters should be consulted. I telephoned Dr. Olsen's Division
Chief ar.d sup-catei they prepare for a trip to l.'ev York. The Chief
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place! bath himself ar.d Dr. 01sen on.-orders ar.d met me ar.d the Chief
of ny Divisicr. ir. '.jashir.'ton. After a short discussion, Dr. Olson,
the Chief cf his Division, ar.d I boarded s plane for Dew Yorh ar.d

arrived at tie Dev Ycr-: physician's office about 16-5 . After a short
conference vith the doctor. Dr. Olson vos left with hin until
1600.

ibou-

From the tine I sav Dr. Clean in Washington until I left him at
the physicians office in Dev Yorh’, he seemed rather depressed, somewhat
confused, and convinced ho would never return to his home ar.d Job.
These were quite different from the attitudes I had observed prior to
the experiment

.

• ••

At about lEOO Dr. Olson, his Division Chief, and I cheched into
the Station Hotel, had dinner, returned to our roor. ar.d watched tele-
vision. 7rcu about 2200 to 2?00 the Dev Yorl: physician visited the
throe cf u:j in our hotel rerm. Durinr;. the period severe i by this
paragraph, Dr. Olson indicated in r.y preeer.ee that he felt he had
failed in his Job, he was a dir. -race to his collca ues, friends, ar.i
family, a:ui that his i cr.ory and mental ability hod failed, However,
in the course of normal conversation, it was suite cmarent that bar.;,

his memory ar.i ability to discuss scientific topics were excellent.
Dr«. Olson also indicated he was elecpir.u poorly, ar.i said wo shouldn't

. bother with hin, we should let hin Just '-'disappear".

The f.o.llowir..“ day ('..'eircsir.y ) Dr. Olson apair, had a nrivatc
' session with the Dew i'orh deetor (about 1-.00 to 1700). At the
conclusion cf this, the physician talhod to the three of us, in.lisr.sin-:

.Dr. Olscr. could -o here ror 'fhrsihepivir..- (Thursday) if ho desired, or
'

he could accept his (the physician ’c) invitation to suer.d. Thanhs -vivin

-

and the veeh -end with the physician’s family at his hems at Cold 3-rir.p
harbor. Dr. Clsen preferre • to ~c home, ar.i an ap-iointr.cnt was made
for Dr. Olson to see the physician the foilcwir- Tuesday.'. Dr.-Olssr.',—-
his Division Chief, ar.d I returned to the hotel, had dinner, then went
to a play. At the intemission Dr. Olson became rather apitated, and
said he wanted to leave. lie and his Division Chief returned to the
hotel.

The following mornir.p (Thursday) when Dr. Olson's Division Chief
and I nv.aher.ed (about OyyO) , Dr. Olson v:as rone. Do found him in the
hotel lobby. Ho said he had left the hotel about OtOO for a valv
and indicated several thir.rs that had transpired. He felt his Division
Chief had ceen talxinp to hin. He said he had torn up his money

, threv.*n
it ar.i several ur.cc.shed chechs away (because he wouldn't need then
anymore ) , and bad tsrovn his wallet away , down a chute some-olsce.
He said he felt his Division Chief was tellir.-j hin to do these thir.-s.
\^c when . Cvurned to ./asninpton. However, ve probablv would not have
returned and it not been that Dr. Olsen never seemed to rea ,,

l'* believe
that wc would return heme, ar.i uc had made it a woir.t of honor trat'w«
would return if he wanted to (this was dcr.e after ve had obtained the"
physicians' approval). ;/e were met at the Dashin jton Airport by a
member of Dr. Olson's Division, and Dr. Olsor. and his Divisicr. Chief
set off for their heme town. •
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Shortly aftcrvards I received a call frep the Division Chief,
ncrj cn the out 3hiroe cf '.'sckir.ptcr. . He said Dr. Olsen had char.-ed h:
Bind, \:as quite a-itntei, ar.i that he (the Division Chief) nay felt

Olson saeuli zc r.capitalized, ana definitely should not return honeXtold hin to ccne to :r/ epnrt:.-.or.f at cr.ee, near.vhile I contacted ny.
Divasu.v.n C:.ie: , vao also set cut for ay apnrtnent. ./hen he arrived at
ny apartr.cr.t, Dr. Olsen appeared depressed ar.i restless. He revested
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thzt hs cc '1± «>t here. Dr. Olsor/'s
Di\ia*cn C..ie:. tr.cn returned to hits here term to explain to Ijrz. Olsenand ry Division Chief drove Dr. Clso.n ar.i 1.0 to the airuort, vhere
Dr. Olson and I bearded a plane fcr.Fev Yorh. ’..’e ret the hev York
pa;, sic inn at nis r.untin-tcn, J.cnp Island, office abcut 1-COD, and Dr.

^fv'V““
S^1Cne ;;Ith hi~ I

-'5Cat cr‘- hcr-lr * Relieved by about 20 minutesViuh Dr. Canon nn-djr.e. The physician obtained local loipinps for usa*~ Dr
\ 9

1:o" nn ’
i 1 t:'.cn W£:'b bo a restaurant for a Tkanks-ivin- din-°after vuicr. ve ver.t to bed. Durian the veriod coy'"-'- by tui^

"

para-raph, Dr. Cl aon told r.a i:e felt he had cheated the 0overrent in
corjieeticn vatu his retirsrar.t frer: the Alan-, ani that he should ce
punisao 1 :or t.ais. (1 an not familiar vith the detail-, of vhat he
vr.3 referrir." to, ait both Dr. Olson's Division Chief and the I.'cv Yo~v
phys3ciar. ha - indicated to .-.2 that they could see nothin- di shcr-aet c-
F.orally «;ucstionr.sie in connection vith his retire -"a. )

” n- 03 -cm’ c
y,
crycro > ir.elitdiay ne

, vns ir. a plot to -pet” hire; he said* I r-d
•

o--*er3 T.ev tne raster plan fer the plot, and he wanted to vr.ov Vvas he said -he had failed in bis ;ob, that he vas so iis-~c"d heC
™}'f

T
‘°i
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C ' rci!'"r-ir‘-'
: f=ily. He said ho felt he vas

viclll
:
ions because he felt he on occasions had •

exceeds n_. interpretation of the- r.eei-to-kncr.; principle. Ynecr,-in certain veal -defined areas he si^ohe ir.telli- cnt3 v a-*d -a-1
ior -I'and he actea in a socially acceptable reanner.

" ‘ " ‘ ^ *

rev yS j-ernin- (Friday) ve drove vith the physician to hie

told Dr. Olsen thr.t hcspitslissUcn vchi fie £«

njreed he voula r.ot be formlly ccrsiitted).
J ‘ ^ 0

•Sinus,- -siel. -t tM. tins Id *>*

Dr‘ 0^-s- yP
S“ C: ?° l0';cr S=«iealnrly dspresssi, s.-dllnod Sc -
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cheerful manner ar.d happily anticipated r.cetiry hire at the V/sshir.-t:
Airport upon our arrival there. On his _ovn volition ho tolev.hoasi
hia wife (this vas the first~tir.o he felt he dared speak to her).
At about lc-20 ve vent to the hotel's r.air. aochtail leunpe and. each r
two martinis. At 2000 ve entered' the rain dir.inp. room and had dime
leavir." for our rccu at 2210 . At both the cccktail loumc ar.d the
dir.inj rear: he vas cheerful and appeared to en.*cy the entertainment.
He spo'.te freely cf the hoopitaliaatior. the folicvir.'; day, ar.d ir.dica
he .wanted booha from hove so study7 ar.i other thir.ps he' wanted to ao
vhile hospitalised. (The physician had assured r.i.v. he could do this
had sai-.l he vould help outline sore activities of mutual scientific
interest Dr. Olson could void: on.) .

After returning to our room, ve watched television fer a while
then Di . 01i.on au^.pested bc>, cayinp he felt acre rclauod and concern
than he had sir.ee ve care to "ov York. he askel the hotel telcr.hcr.e
operator to call us at a specified time in the rrorninj (so ve could'
nake our plane).. I vould yuess it vas a little aiter~2200 when ve
retired.

Somewhere around 0220 Saturday r.orr.ir.;: I vas awakened by a lend
noise. Dr. Olson had crashed throuph the closed vir.de*.; blind md f-*
closed vir.'rr./ and he fell to his death freer, the vir.dov o'" cur roo-
on the tenth floor of the Jtutlcr hotel, hater in the car I ofric -*a-
identified the body for the I!cv York authorities.
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