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SU3JBCT: Chronological Kelaticnshio with Dr. Frank It. Olson

I first ret Dr. Frank H. Clson at Crr.p Dctrick clurin.3 the month
_ #

of Hay 1943 at which tire he was a cosraissioTCd officer in the Army, cssigred
•• • t

to the classified research project at this station. During the period of

Hay Ii43 to Day 1944 I was also assigned to this project as a c o.nnissiore d

officer. Dr. Clson’s work during trris ties was rainly in the field of

aerobiology and was assigned to another division. I was not in close contact,

in the above period of tine, with ^r. Olson cither professionally or socially.

From Day 194-i to September 1945 I was assigned to the Vigo Plant,

Indiana Chemical Corps Installation, during which tine I had no contact v/ith

Dr. Olson. ,
•

l£r na'ct contact was made after ny. reassignment to Cmp De trick in

October 1945. From. Octo'uer 1945 to September 1950, Dr. Clson was assig.'nd

to the Asrobioloy Branch in the Physical Defame Division of the Cr.lC

Biological Laboratories. La that capacity he was not closely associated wi.th

ne professionally; havever, we had numerous .social contacts.

In September 1950 Dr. Olson joined the newly formed SO Division of

which I was Chief. His first assignment to this Division was to take charge,

of the ’ planning, training and intelligence activities. On October 1952 I was

transferred Iron the SO Division to the Director’s Office. From October 1952

to April 1953 Dr. Olson assumed ny duties in the SO Division. In April 1253

Dr. TTedvn, Safety Director of the Cr.lC Biological Laboratories, recommended

•that Dr. Olson be. relieved of his duties as Chief of SO Division due to his

' health (ulcers). Lt Col DcCarlo was then appointed Chief of SO Division and

Dr. Olson assured the duties as Chief of Plans and Assessment Branch. He

this assignment up to the date of his death. :continued
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Dr. Olson was considered as an- authority ir. the field of aerobiolory,

a scicnca which -.ran developed considerably during the years 1M3 to 1533 at
•

• • •

*

Canp Dotricky Both his superiors and subordinates regarded him as a highly

qualified scientist in this field.
•»

During ihe years. -I have Imam Dr. Olson I have had numerous social

contacts with him and his family, visiting often at his hare. He was always

extremely cheerful, more than willira to help anyone in distress, often tir.es

rushing *it a point to cheer rot only .his friends hut others ?/ko were in a

dopresscu r.ood. Dr. Olson enjoyed an occasional alcch.olic drink but did not

indulge excessively. His general state of ;:.'nd and outlook on life was always

'that of extreme optimism. Fever was there a:y indication of pessimism.

Dr. Olson could lx: classified as a family nan, taking great interest

in his bar. a and tae activities of his far.fly . He imbedded in the r.irris of

his children the need. of religion in life, raldng sure that they attended

their ^unJay acnool .regwlarly and would also er.co ,
.a

,age his friends * children

to attend with then. *

• *

5- . l-v' lacu personal contact with Dr. Olson was on Hover.bar 11, 1053,

at which time he brought his children to visit and play with ny. children.

At this tine he appeared ncrral in all respects and as cheerful as. ever.

I had no personal contacts with Olson after the experiment.

I had first learned on Monday, Kcwaber 25rd, 1553, from It. Col. Vincent

RuTct that Dr. Olson had bier, exposed and was showing symptoms of reaction.

Ch Tuesday, Hovenber 2-ith, I was notified that Dr. Olson was be-
ing taken to lew Tori: City for t^^a^-^nt '

•
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Ch Wednesday, EraAsr 2Sth, -I “as notified that condition

rraa not serious and that recovery was expected.

Thursday evening, Hovdnbor 26th, I was notified that Dr.
OLson had returned to last York for further treatment.

On Friday, Hovenber 27th, I was notified that Dr. Clson was
•under treatment and that arrangrants were bain3 node for truatnent at
a private, institution in this area. f.Vakhir.-tcn, D.C.-TVederick, m ,

)

'

At approxinataly 3 a.n. on Saturday, Zloveruber Zoth, 1953,
liras notified thafDr. Olson had lea^d freo the Statler Hotel.

At ap^o ._tel.r 6 a sane date I received confirrnation
tivat the leap v.-?.s fatal.
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