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SUBJECT ’

: Potential Large-scale Availability of DSD*
• •• through Newly-discovered Synthesis by*' ^ ,

'
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1 Up to the present time LSD has been available only in small "

amounts. In 1953 it was reported to us through

cludi- a message from a United States MHn*ry Attache, that the
..

had 10 o£ ?“• • •

YouTwiilrcc^Jl that we enlisted tee series of
#
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~*tx ^
the amount in their possession

out that, according tc^.^i~^at lease, we
•

.

•
. .

was'in gram rather than kilogram quantities.
;
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' The availability of materials of this sort derived from ergot .

in such small quantity is probably due in a large measure to the fac.

that ergot itself is a natural product produced in limbed quantise- and

containing only a small amount of active materials. •
.
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3. This situation is now completely changed sinef^^^v^^^ .

^'^f^S^hars- developed a practicable commercial total synthesis
_

I^D^ing readily available raw materials. Each step of tneir oyniaesis

has bee^ accomplished in comparable syntheses of other products in •

Slot-pliT^W»aa«. Therefore,JSXS=S3*"U ,lSti= S ^rc...
’ months LSD could be available in tonnage quantities,
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• 4 'Hitherto, LSD could not be considered seriously as a candidate

Chemical Warfare agent foV overt use. This was due to two factors;

• a)' Until recently only volatile liquids could be disseminated

in a suitable fashion in bulk. . LSD is a solid.
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b) LSD could not be obtained in sufficient quantities.

LSD can now be produced in quantity and recent technical development^

make it possible to disseminate solids in an effective manner.

5. Most of the significant information currently available on the

disabling effects of LSD on humans has been obtained from the "

research activities supported during the past three years by the

Chemical Division under the direction of

continuing its research effort toward developing a capability

for covert use of this material and the availability of LSD in large
* '•

quantities will not affect our program. However, we feel it is highly-

• advisable that certain, components of the Department of Defense be

advised of both the new syntheses at Lilly and our data on the effects

of this material on human beings.
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6. *>j|^?therefore intends to apprise the Chemical Corps and the.

Air Force of this information through previously established scientific ;

’

channels. Since the covert use of this material is not affected by .

this new situation, we will advise these components of the Depart-',

meat of Defense that any restrictions on dissemination of information. '

;

’

to the public on LSD should be initiated by them. ./ ..

"7. ' The above i

is required.
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