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Research great

1 . TM xaut status report for the period

reflects disbur©c®i«ah of $156*37 to Br<

a. It is requested that aa &ecot,istiBa ha obtateM

this great# ..

DIstrIbutioa

:

Original £5 1 - Addressee
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September 12, 1963

Grant to Dr*? jjm' 1959 in the amount of $9,735,00

Expenditures

;

Equipment $ 284.60

Research Assistants 1,566.50

Principal Investigator Fees 7,350.00

Fees for library access.
Supplies and Books

.

377.53

Total Expended to date 9,578.63

Balance in account. $ 156.37

The^above expenditures were made by the Fund, only direct payments.HPftherefore , controlled the finances and kept the
records ofpavments , I certify that these are true expenditure
from. Dr . Wj&SBf grant

.

Os

I certify tV !• r.c-rvV,-.- n r have been
SR'txSj.i'lO t OV -a’ 1

l
! -r .JJ J.,. ,

' F but
v<czc cn

\

Date
: [\a^ iy /CH '/
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- PROPOSAL FOR RJ63SASCH OK SOME ASPECTS OF MASS COSVERSIOK

Whether conversion on fundamental suitors of iAool ®R*

mo^alitv crc be achieved oa a, sensitive scale constitutss *n inportaifc

theoretical problem. Its practical import, moreover, is brought,

bora® whet' on® consider* its direct bearing on «oa« seemingly

phenomena, such as transformation# achieved in « therapeutic* fc-roupa,

the ’brainwashing" of jUreriean POT* *b Korea, the appeal °f Rsoiern

racs »v«»fV»i*a, the enthusiasm aroused by some revolutionary m,m

movement a* etc. Put the collective aspects of rsh conversion it

See»» are not easily studied by the conventional expellmentid design*

or at&t -tical manipulation, which are often held up an the it®&l

in social recearcb.
t

Concrete instances of apparent mane conversion can neve rthales*

be studied scientif ically ,
if one approaches then indirectly by

drawing on available findings of parallel phs notion/,. Many psycho™

logical and sociological studies hewing closely’ to standard method*

of investigation contain fineiegs whose relevance to the pro clot of

"conversion* Lfii®© rjvf^ly bson consin®r®® syst®iiixtic.Rlly, Xt is

proposed then, first, to extract tease of the already available

findings **d, second, to apply them to cans suite rials already

collected. Apart fro® this effort towards synthesis on the has is

of report# of aa*e phenomena, no etdps-'aiac-d at independent validate oa

of propositions &->* proposed.

Wo rking adaptions

To ho fruitful this investigation vuet begin with an adequate

definition of conversion and of the phenonaca to he subsumed wader

this generic type.

A» a working definition governing the research,

is proposed; a conversion is a fundaments! <*c&;e {i>o

concerning basic moral, religious, or political sat. ,ere

after the pressures which have induced it are removed.

the follow \£ig

ia about-face)

which Igets

fhie definition should allow one to ral*U*.
l,osvorcion ,,to

attitude change ,
on the one h'vnd, and personality cn&ng®

,
01, -..he other.

Furthermore, the requi reneat that it he relatively permanent fallows

one to distinguish between conversion and winy temporary outbursts

of hy a to rift, etc, which have ecraeti*®* hewn taken as tha «ewt#
of p. conversion experience X k review of the relevant literature

should holy tc refine the definition end pareaps penait also a distinction

saong eevorr! subtypsa.

A second working assumption i* to he wftdo: »a«* convaraio

a

ie a collective affair in ft#aucb~h.s those influences, also influence

ou« nao t-hor . It 1 # not siuply a" series of parallel change* that

take pl.ee®' in a plurality of individual# uudsr similar pressure*.

On the contrary, snowball-like effects are postulated.

?<&-

X
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M&.l0r ICKUBS

Thi> investigation shall deal with thro* distinct, though

logically related, issues. itsclv of thaa can. bo put as a question. r

U) Uho Is susceptible t

(2) Ifnier vr,.s,t conditions s.r« changes effect®* I

(3) Vihat is the nature of tr.o change I

i,a & proli-cary to any attempt c,t synthesis, tho literature wist

be revises* for any cluas concerning these three quest iocs.

jto (1) the suscaptibloo: There is tho issue of whether

conversion re 3 1 s ,
* as las hold, upon tho existence Qt a sub-*

merged jids of • th* "divided 11 self which tho experience or crisis

aor-sly 'brings to the for®. Cun & person bo converted in a. direction

not in line with predispositions, which may perhaps EOt bo acknowledge*

by tho person? Shore ere also questions concerning; the srake-up cf

the eusseptihle personality. According to cease, conversion is a

reaction against authoritarian pressures erpsrionced at alien; the

convert rybols, 0 1-1' $ i‘ schol&ro h&vs* hold to tho oj-po^lt*} view, n^cly

thc.t tb.6 lack of Btx'ong coEBitiaent is what E&fces lor svscfcpviDilitj

.

B.& (2) tbs conditions of conversion. An exicoination of

tbs various kinds of pressures applied is prerequisite for an cr&lyois

of the situation in which new coaaitxeats &ra effected, PraeEure,

as used her®, include# more than consci cusly planasd Kaailn.i3.ation

to offset a ch&ag®, -i.e. the advance preparation, warm-up, and

giaaickry which, precede the appeal. To he considered also are thu

alternatives open to tho individual, the impact of public ir»f*s

and the kind of support they appear to provide, and th* effect _ of

wi act being defined hy others as a conversion. The beat that on#

can ai» at in this regard is a "natural history 1' of the piwnoawnap.

Theoretically it should ha pesoibla to spell out tho accessary as*

sufficient conditions that impel or that limit change in ar-y gives

direction. Here is also where cans materials will be< especially

useful.

Ey (3) the age-old quostion of whether & poreenent change

is achieve*. It eases advisable to reformulate this question by •

inquiries as to visit chxnge* rovjaia oac* tbs pras.sur**

t cViWii t Ii -i new cov-asi tiocnt ers rssov** or s-aaoi. .wee ft. t at

reorganisation of hoi ij'ffc rsquire sustained group suppr-i-t? Or

dooe"thj i:;*tvida3l‘8 j6athasi&«» tad group «»thv.sias» en-arienee

R natural 'let~Aow* ©si* the initial excitement »r.d the acooapwyine

pressure* wear off? 'Cf cousa*. these ere not th® oniy^aiternativeu.

Many vjm>« ticipi.Wi reactions (designed to lesson conflict between

IdeologH-* abandons* and tho now om» accepted) »>.*y leave * porw&e* t

residue.

£lt:yicfjStyly

Sb«,pJL: Malyais of what fc&« been type* as conversion in

the p*st:



3

(A ) k specific, usually a religiously-typed,
'

which «i«aifi«a iruier commitment to a cause, fb® .

recognition of rdch «» experience « ccarer
jJ® duSotio*

"ascription" of a mw role by othsre. uut the dietinotioa

htiUi c^umntloa of UUat 4i,,o8iUo« eM a*

atoat-face is obscured is thio conceptual isatioa.

(h) BrfacUca from one religl^a. political, or

affiliation to another. Actually th-s &«-••> » -

new commitment inasmuch a* the change my *» ***« **

: » aattcr of opportunism and relate* only to interests

which arc ps rlphoral

.

(c) k ob&r^e of outlook, whether cv.Mea or dramatic or

oft a matter central to the personality, suit kind of^

eonversioa appears essentially & Bitter c-i -”*'''**

aUon. * Basic values and highly patterned form of

behavior are aft acted.

styc‘i*fc of Ocor.vsreior." are to he evaluated in the right of these

dictincticAa.

Step 2,
«**?“ of "*£,

tbft 4-finltloi *e» above a* * ln^eHetioa oi *A ‘wl -
; ;

"

1^?, ;i! r meiuc.icn of mUrlale which have oiUa teen «.»«**

Mto-W if converaior.. »»««*
i o'"

ao, v^vl sy is to extract EypO.O.»S5»S ana

au«sUon»t SuceertiWlit-y to conversion, In* events that

JSToiHU. and tfca nature of the ehaogo.

. , * 4. .a t ~,^s fr 'tr,-d- fci’fffliC'tj j.YO i.Ji "b 1

„ SUmm* 4»v» «« «• I.

»c,t. iffirtl.. *>4 a. of til, d.««o mxoiioo..

t relevant rwe:
£ho following techat^e* would &Pr*ar tO 30 CsO®

[s.) hypno-ii* ,v»d oucgettlon

(b) therspv. the Ustnine-i mobilisation of affect

y.N rt.-.-y.-i^ior,
’*

tv. cignification of change of etat«» &®

<e)
of'i..iu,ttoo

jtt. „ilci luitlMt, tin tccuytocco of » o'™ »1*

tho r.yo* of other*.

tv n ru cotihil S ty to r-.Uonul argument by

'*> v‘„ ;?L. »‘r' {!
*“•

(„)^ t'jol.tto i, lr..uvlfa,l
' *

vhejaby roroVtVa. end in..>**«*t«oa i,in.i.A

trl.tfl hcsK^oR'ioae a»d aoaopollte*, biniaiaiae <vny vCepa
.

JaiJuencoJ

(f) clT».f.s, eduction, s.ud the throwt of nw'/er* puniehK9i*t—>4.i

nr t-iv.J to ihui.'i th- r.?.*avd etwetut*. f-3' ' .1

Q



Step k, &Kftlyeis of conversion in & croup context. The

emphasis it to be on tha collective influence* which operate to

define the roles of individuals via-a-vls one ar.oth.ar said five

rise to r,ev croup identities. Below are ecso subject areas with

OX.iE.plO s •

(a) Group therapy. Classical group therapy; kh h&i the

Society of Informed Drunkardt In the IG'+Oe; Saw fork

: City Youth Board activities,

(b) Eecruitrr.ent into the active coll or th* nucleus of

the select. Political aid religioass sects and other

"natural 1' microcesas,

(c) Group influences during forced detainment. Prisoners f

of war, concentration camp, and the Zv&ng8geaein<oh»ft«

(d) C^nyoa ir. social enrirosaeat duo to geographical jaovesie&t,

Tho "resoci&lizatlOTi" of the ir.nigraat or migrant ia

response to a voluntary change in hie cultural onviro;.*-

rer.t hub > i thout nocuttary prior Motivation to abandon

his old co-nr.lt&enta.

(e; Changes in response to organised csjnpaifns and jutgeantisy

in which si»oa emotions are Mobilised around new eyifoola.

Envivnlisa (especially Billy Grahaa Crusade) ,
political

spectacles, etc.

(f) Chan*-* during a period of political instability when

class structure and style of lifo are fund anental 1y

affected. Changes in lifo conditions which affect

tho total society.

Step 5 . Synthesis

Tha diverse Essktoris.1* covered and t-ho generalisations to be

derived are to focus on the three basic problem eutlitod for

investigation. To repeat ,
the study thou] u ps rm i t noao clarification ,

for exa»pl8, of the rather crude hypothesis that eoiao kind of inner

discord f»sc*i«* conversion always. A. second hypotrsal*, *3 so in

rath&r bsoad four., hold# that the criticial situation in vhich

pressure Ip &pp?.ied must always entail & narrowing of alternatives

and the premie # of conflict resolution. Such a proposition i.efodr,

above tit, clarification, fi nelly, it bus been contended that cv..

only guarar.t ee for & convention's pormanonce are accosipyiy log

eupportivo ch&ngeo is the converge iK8,edi&te accial o.nvlro/i*ioAt

.

Just vhit the nature of such support is also might bo els rifled.

Another problem to be touched upon concern* the ''intercW^bili

of auarontiblhe. Are tha various kinds of political, social, religious

commi tint's really equivalent! Again this survey should onabl* U0 fe>

pinpoint tore precisely &roaa of investigation in need of more

1 ft t fj US 1 V& R "tu «
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Tiir» Schedule %rj Coote

hroliainary work 1 b to cbswoaca ir. the auaasr of 1959 .
^oately there apj-oure practically so ehanc© that either Br .

4

9Bp 0r 1 Carl C*t any kind of leave or reduced te&chiiijj load during"
the latter half of 195*. Hur irg this period, a research assistant
(with an saUj-valoot of a. master#* degree) code. get started with
bibliographical work and aHtracting of literature. During the
mz% esfeetsr*. either on© of us (or both) will ae«k a haU-tiw©
reduction in teaching lead to epoed along the /x^objoct,

A twG-yoar period is envisioned as necessary to complete
this analysis.

.s
-<

Support of 6 cl f (cr Br
to got redaction, of Teaching
load at- $6 <00 por annual)

3 esraobters of h&lf-tiss

o

^J875

Kose&rch assistant for one year
&t half-tiac-a

, $5C00 psr annum r.2500

Travel to consult sources and
inspect data or consult with

' investigators
$ 500

$ 100

Miscellaneous l?-3 search Expanses
library privilege# $ 225

- Supplies $ 150
Pureh<iea of r-atorials,

reports, etc.

typing of Ranuscripfc and
dr^ft©

10 ps*r caat for unaxpoct-sd
co&tlc&encioa

$ 4?5

500
3850

68 .1 .

5




